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TOWN OF NEWINGTON

131 Cedar Street

Newington, Connecticut 06111
Mayor Stephen woods

MINUTES 

NEWINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Conference Room L-101 Lower Level – Town Hall 

7:00 P.M.  

January 14, 2014
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Woods at 7:00 p.m. 
I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

II.  ROLL CALL 

Councilor Baume
Councilor Borjeson

Councilor Castelle

Councilor Cohen

Councilor Dinunzio

Councilor Klett

Councilor Marocchini

Councilor Nagel

Mayor Woods

Staff Attendees:

John Salomone, Town Manager

Paul Hutcheon, Director of Health 


Jamie Trevethan, Executive Assistant 

Linda Irish-Simpson, Clerk of the Council
III. 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Brian Giantonio, 124 Barn Hill Lane:  He expressed concern regarding snow removal in his area and wanted the Council to take those concerns under consideration when reviewing the proposed sidewalk and street ordinance. His home is located on a corner with a sidewalk and hydrant to be kept clear and had issues with snow plows putting piles of snow from the street on the sidewalk and obscuring the hydrant. Mr. Giantonio had talked to several drivers who would clear the blocked sidewalk but the resident would prefer to have the drivers place the snow in the easement areas surrounding his property. 

IV.
REMARKS BY COUNCILORS
None
V. 
CONSIDERATION OF OLD BUSINESS

A. State Easement at Routes 175 and 176 (Town Center Green)
Councilor Borjeson moved the following: 
WHEREAS, the Newington Town Council referred a proposed property acquisition easement in favor of the State of Connecticut at the intersection of Route 176 (Main Street) and Route 175 (East Cedar Street) to the Town Plan and Zoning Commission for an 8-24 referral report on December 10, 2013; and

WHEREAS, the Newington Town Plan and Zoning Commission’s 8-24 referral report to the Town Council, dated January 9, 2014, expressed unanimous approval to report to the Town Council favorable support for the easement; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Manager is authorized to enter into an agreement with the State of Connecticut for the property acquisition easement in favor of the State of Connecticut at the intersection of Route 176 and Route 175.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Cohen and passed 9 – 0. 


B. Landfill Closure Grant Funding

Mayor Woods indicated the resolution would allow the Town to receive $460k from the State to be used for the closing of the landfill. Councilor Dinunzio stated the State Representatives had worked hard to secure the funding and the public should know it was grant in aid funding. The Town would get back the $460k from DEEP and that full amount would be needed for the project. Mr. Salomone indicated it would be a multi-year project. 

Councilor Nagel commented the closure of the landfill would not affect the public use area. The public area would be improved and still used for recycling.  

Councilor Castelle moved the following: 
RESOLVED:


That the Newington Town Council hereby authorizes the acceptance of grant funding in the amount of $460,000 from the State of Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection for closure of the Town Landfill; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the Newington Town Council hereby identifies John L. Salomone, Town Manager, as an individual authorized to sign the agreement and administer the grant.  Such agreement is attached to and made a part of this record.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Cohen and passed 9 – 0. 

C. Facilities Naming – Former Mayor William J. Reynolds

Mayor Woods stated after passage of the resolution a formal ceremony would be held in the near future for the naming of the Lobby for Newington’s first Mayor, William J. Reynolds. 

Mayor Woods moved the following: 
WHEREAS, William J. Reynolds served as the Town of Newington’s first Mayor under its current form of government from 1966 – 1969; and 

WHEREAS, Mayor Reynolds has been active in numerous civic, political and professional organizations over the years; was involved in the writing of the Town’s Charter in the 1960’s and was also involved in various veterans’ ceremonies at Town Hall among numerous other contributions and accomplishments; and

WHEREAS, to recognize his efforts, the Facilities Naming Subcommittee of the Newington Town Council has recommended that the main lobby of Town Hall be named in Mayor Reynolds’ honor; and

WHEREAS, the Newington Town Council concurs with the Subcommittee and wishes to recognize the many accomplishments of Mayor Reynolds;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Newington Town Council hereby dedicates the Town Hall Main Lobby in the name of William J. Reynolds and authorizes that a plaque be placed in the lobby to commemorate Mayor Reynolds’ many years of dedicated service to the Town of Newington.
Councilor Castelle seconded the motion and the motion passed 9 – 0. 
Mayor Woods thanked Mr. Reynolds for his service and for writing the Constitution that Newington still ran on. It had been updated over the years but the document as a whole was intact. Mr. Reynolds had left the Town in great shape and with a good foundation to work from. He would always be remembered as the first Mayor of Newington. 
Mr. Reynolds thanked the Council and John Jacko for remembering him and indicated the Mayor was right about his participating in drafting the original Town Charter. Time had proved the document was a good one and was superior to other Towns in the area. Mr. Reynolds was proud of the Charter and the work of other charter revision committees which he had also worked on. 

Councilor Klett thanked Mr. Reynolds and his family for their contributions since there were many demands on the Mayor’s time and without the support of the family it would be very difficult.  Councilor Cohen also thanked him for his service as Mayor, at the Veterans ceremonies and for his continued work on the Charter revisions. 

Councilor Castelle mentioned that he had not known Mr. Reynolds was responsible for writing the Charter until he helped with the latest revisions and was pleased to have finally met him. Councilor Nagel thanked Mr. Reynolds for writing the Charter, his years of service and being so gracious when he was new to public service.  He felt naming the Lobby after Mr. Reynolds was an appropriate honor. 

D. High School Code Compliance – Approve Plans and Specifications

Councilor Dinunzio moved the following: 
RESOLVED:


Pursuant to Chapter 8, Article X, Section 8-45, Project Building Committees, of the Newington Code of Ordinances, the Newington Town Council hereby approves the plans and specifications for the School Code Compliance Project: Newington High School Music Wing Addition and Auditorium Air Conditioning, as approved by the School Code Compliance Project Building Committee on December 12, 2013, the Newington Board of Education on January 8, 2014 and the State Schools Facilities Unit on January 6, 2014 and requests that the Town Manager authorizes the project to proceed to bid.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Cohen and passed 9 – 0.  

E. Town Council 2014 Regular Meeting Schedule

Councilor Nagel moved the following:  

RESOLVED:


The Newington Town Council, in compliance with the Freedom of Information act, hereby approves the 2014 Town Council regular meeting schedule as indicated on the attached document.

Councilor Cohen seconded the motion and the motion passed 9 – 0. 
VI. 
CONSIDERATION OF NEW BUSINESS 


A. Central Connecticut Health District Annual Update
Paul Hutcheon and Judith Sartucci presented a PowerPoint presentation which is attached. 

Councilor Castelle asked about the survey he recently filled out and was told the information received from that would be used for future planning. Councilor Dinunzio thanked him for the presentation, which he found helpful. He was surprised that 33% of the revenue was grant based, which was a tribute to the job the CCHD was able to do. 
Councilor Nagel stated the committee was searching for a qualified person to fill the vacancy on the board and hoped to fill it as quickly as possible. Judith Sartucci stated they were looking for individuals of varied backgrounds such as small business, accounting, or legal. 

Mayor Woods asked if kitchens in churches were inspected by CCHD and was told that unless the church regularly served meals to the public, they would not come under their inspection. 


B. Ordinance Amendment, Chapter 367: Streets and Sidewalks

Mayor Woods indicated the ordinance amendment would be aimed at those individuals who repeatedly threw snow out into the street, did not shovel their sidewalks and commercial or resident plows that put the snow into the street obstructing the right of way. Mr. Salomone stated amending an ordinance was a more rigorous process than a resolution and would involve a public hearing with notice given in the papers before becoming amended. The item would be put on the next agenda at which time there would be further discussion on the matter. 
Councilor Castelle asked about the time limitation for a lien that would be going to 30 days from 60 days. Jamie Trevethan explained State law required only 30 days. Councilor Klett expressed concern about the way page 23 was worded and wanted to ensure that going forward it was made to be more exact with less vague language. 
Councilor Dinunzio thanked Mr. Giantonio for his bringing his concerns to the Council and looked forward to hearing from Mr. Malloy at the next meeting to hear how the citation would be handled. 

VII.
RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS – none 
VIII. 
TAX REFUNDS
Councilor Baume moved the following:  
RESOLVED:


That property tax refunds in the amount of $3,358.57      are hereby approved in the individual amounts and for those named on the “Requests for Refund of an Overpayment of Taxes,” certified by the Revenue Collector, a list of which is attached to this resolution.  

The motion was seconded by Councilor Cohen and passed 9 – 0. 

IX.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (Action Requested)


A. 
Regular Meeting: December 10, 2013
Councilor Cohen made a motion to accept the regular meeting minutes of December 10, 2013, as written and was seconded by Councilor Borjeson. The motion passed 9 – 0. 
X.
WRITTEN/ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE TOWN MANAGER, OTHER TOWN AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS, OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES ANDOFFICIALS AND THE PUBLIC
None
XI.
COUNCIL LIAISON/COMMITTEE REPORTS
Councilor Cohen attended the meeting of the Youth/Adult Council and said that their Annual Basketball Hoopla was to be held on March 7. The event would raise money for graduates and would be held at the High School so more people could attend. 
Councilor Castelle attended the Town Hall Project Building Committee and said the progress made by the construction manager and architect was substantial. The final floor plans had been reviewed for the new Community Center and the second floor central office plans for the public schools came together quickly. He said they were getting close to obtaining estimates and would be disappointed not to have some firm figures for the next meeting, January 27. 
Councilor Nagel stated the Commission on Aging and Disabled met and the canopy was almost finished with minor items to be completed. It should be open by February and hoped to have an official ceremony during the day so citizens could attend. He said the next step would be for the Town to work on the HVAC renovations within the Senior Center. 

Councilor Castelle said that the Library Board had decided to do the long term strategic plan themselves and the Wine and Cheese Social was to be held January 24, 6:30 – 9:30 p.m. 
XII.
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – IN GENERAL
None
XIII.
REMARKS BY COUNCILORS
Councilor Nagel requested the Council receive the specific dates for budget meetings as soon as they were available. He also inquired as to the new date for the Council goal setting session and was told it would be held on February 22. 

Councilor Klett remarked on the issue of snow removal at 183 Cedar Street and the corner of Willard. She indicated the residents felt the students walking to school were in danger especially since there was a vacant house there. She also requested information from Mr. Salomone regarding a list of members of the Conservation Committee, completed recommended courses and what courses had been completed by which member. She also wanted information from Pat Spring regarding why Rocky Hill was not eligible for the program. At a CIP meeting Mrs. Cohen made a recommendation for a public hearing on the straightening of Garfield Street and Councilor Klett agreed with her. Residents were concerned about the issue, and she wanted feedback from the Town Manager on the possibility and merits of a public hearing. 
Councilor Cohen stated on January 27, at 7 p.m. the Newington Kiwanis Club would be honoring Bob Seiler and it was open to the public. She urged anyone wanting to share comments and memories attend the meeting to be held at Paradise Pizza in New Britain. 

Councilor Dinunzio asked Mr. Salomone to get more detailed information on parking with regards to straightening Garfield Street.  

Mayor Woods asked Mr. Salomone to contact the Police Department to determine if it was possible to move the impound lot to the Town garage to free up parking. The area was underutilized and not secure. The parking was tight in the winter with snow taking up a couple of spaces. Mr. Salomone said he would see if the request could be accommodated. Councilor Klett said that during a recent CIP meeting parking was mentioned and indicated that the possibility of utilizing a shuttle for employees during peak times from the Constitution parking lot should be considered. It was not a long walk, would free up parking in the lot and would avoid the spending of $825k to straighten Garfield Street. 

XIV:
ADJOURNMENT
Councilor Borjeson made a motion to adjourn at 8:37 p.m. and was seconded by Councilor Castelle. The motion passed 9 – 0. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Linda Irish-Simpson
Clerk of the Council 
Phone: (860) 665-8510   Fax: (860) 665-8507

townmanager@newingtonct.gov
www.newingtonct.gov
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