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The public hearing was called to order by Mayor Woods at 7:00 p.m.  
 
 
John Salomone, Town Manager, gave an overview of the proposed budget for 2015- 2016 which is 
attached.  
 
 

I.   PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Anthony Palermino, 168 Centerwood Road:  He asked the Town Council not to cut the funding for the 
Library since the support for the library was at a very low level. During the year the Library interacted with 
more people than any other department in the Town except possibly Park and Rec or the Board of Ed. He 
knew it was attractive to cut Sundays from the budget, but it was used by people that day who needed the 
computers to search for employment.  
 
Steven Silvia, 45 Basswood Street: He asked the Town Council to listen to the people who struggle when 
they were passing the budget. Town management had to suffer along with the residents and needed self 
discipline and introspection.  
 
Roy Zartarian, 25 Stuart Street:  He asked the Town Council to keep in mind that a 3% increase for a lot 
of taxpayers, especially seniors, could make a big difference.   
 
John Slusarski, 40 Grandview Avenue:  He indicated he was happy so far with the budget being kept in 
line on a per capita basis. The average per capita cost for Newington was in line with Rocky Hill and 
Wethersfield. The average per capita income was about 20% less than other surrounding towns.  He 
asked the Council to consider the impact on seniors in passing the budget.  
 
Peter Arburr, 133 Tremont Street: He said there were two groups when creating a budget: 1) that lived in 
utopia which composed the Town Council, the Board of Education and the parent school lobby and 2) the 
taxpayers who lived in the world of reality and had little voice in the budget process. He hoped the 
Council would not give in to the parents who might go to a meeting wanting the 5% asked for by the 
Board of Education as had happened in the past. His cumulative tax increase over five years was up 
approximately 18%. Newington did not have a lot of land to be developed and had to rely on reusing what 



 2

land was available. He indicated the grand list had dropped .5% over the past eight years and the mill 
rate was up 29% during a flat economy. He hoped the Town Council and the Board of Education would 
come down from utopia to the land of reality to pass a budget that was something the taxpayers could 
afford.  
 
Dawn Oliveria, 18 Tunxis Road:  She asked 1) where the cell tower was located, 2) when the playscape 
was to be repaired, perhaps the residents could volunteer to help to cut expenses and 3) thought the 
$30k for a replacement window in the CIP was a lot of money. She asked if the items could be rebid to 
possibly get a lower price. She hoped the schools would not become a maintenance nightmare. 
 
Patty Foley, 51 Crown Ridge:  She said she appreciated the work that had been done so far on the 
budget but felt they needed to find ways to run the Town more efficiently and to think outside the box. 
Everyone needed to work together to make Newington a great place.  
 
Rose Lyons, 46 Elton Drive:  After attending many meetings on CIP she still did not completely 
understand how it worked and people on the committee did not fully understand it either. She asked for 
someone to explain to the public how it worked. Mrs. Lyons would like to see which items were funded 
each year and others like Marcap being paid for. There was $100k in the budget for pool and play 
improvements and would like to see a line by line distribution from previous years to review what the 
money was spent on. She indicated there was approximately $230k in the budget already and needed to 
know if it was to be used on a big project and would like an explanation of the goals for the money and 
what the $100k was to be used for in the current budget.  
 
Pam Gigle, 20 Edmund Street:  She said she had lived in Town for 35 years and found it fascinating as to 
how money was spent. There had been projects for football lights, Market Square cobble stones, 
downtown renovation and none of them encompassed the entire community.  She felt the Library did 
encompass the entire community and provided benefits to all for research, a quiet place to study, 
searching for a job and the elderly as well. She hoped the funding for the Library would not be cut.  
 
The meeting ended at 7:55 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Linda Irish-Simpson 
Clerk of the Council  
 
 
Att. 
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Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16

Mill Rate Calculation

Proposed 

General Government 33,336,226

Board of  Education 69,828,928

Debt Service & CIP 6,840,000

MDC 3,404,400

Employee Leave Liability Fund 92,900

Total Appropriations 113,502,454

Non-Tax Revenue -21,505,217

Applied Fund Balance -2,250,000

Amount to be Raised by Taxes (A) 89,747,237

Net Adjusted Grand List (B) 2,505,920,404

Mill Rate  (A/B) 35.81



Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16

Overview

Proposed $ Change % Change

Total Appropriations 113,502,454 3,419,162 3.1

General Government 33,336,226 1,010,364 3.1

Board of  Education 69,828,928 1,789,457 2.6

Debt Service & CIP 6,840,000 431,741 6.7

MDC 3,404,400 187,600 5.8

Non-Tax Revenue 21,505,217 828,877 4.0

Applied Fund Balance 2,250,000 -150,000 -6.3

Amount to be Raised by Taxes 89,747,237 2,740,285 3.2



General Fund Appropriations

Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16



General Government  – Major Changes

Appropriation $ Change 

Medical Insurance 464,274

Wage Increases 377,608

Retirement 333,220

Total 1,175,102 

Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16



Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16

Capital Improvement Plan Funding Policy

 Maximum future debt service

+

 Annual Depreciation

=

 Total Debt + Pay-As-You-Go

 $ 3.8 million

 $ 2.5 million

 $ 6.3 million



Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2014-15

Debt & Capital Improvement Plan Funding Policy
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Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16

Debt Schedule



Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16

Capital Improvement Plan Funding

Total Debt Service 1,227,831

Total PAYG 5,612,169

Total CIP 6,840,000

Offset by:

School Construction Grants 932,000 

Cell Tower Rent 40,000

Net Cost 5,868,000



Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16

Capital Improvement Plan

Project Title $

NHS Career Tech 1,869,500

Marcap Property Acquisition 536,200 

Information Technology Reserve 438,900 

Equipment Replacement Reserve 415,000 

Highway Garage Oil to Gas Conversion 271,578 

Fire Dept SCBA Replacement Phase I of  II 237,500 

Public Safety Radio System Enhancement Phase I of  II 217,250

Road Resurfacing and Reconstruction 170,000

General Property Improvements 150,000 



Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16

Capital Improvement Plan

Project Title $

Mill Pond Playscape Replacement 150,000 

Fire Apparatus Lease Purchase Payments 138,241 

Fire Department Breathing Air System Replacement 130,000

Public School CIP Reserve 125,000 

Revaluation 2015 116,000 

Drainage Improvements 100,000 

Park, Pool and Playfield Improvements 100,000 

Library Boiler Replacement 60,000 

Town Buildings Mechanical Reserve 50,000



Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16

Capital Improvement Plan

Project Title $

Sidewalks and Stonewall Repair 50,000

Landfill Conversion to Transfer Station 50,000

Fire Company 2 & 3 – Heating System Replacement 47,000

Fire Company 2 & 3 – Emergency Generator Replacement 45,000

Radio Replacement Reserve 40,000 

Fire Company 2 & 3 – Window Replacement 30,000

Public Building Resurfacing Program 75,000

Traffic Signal Repair & Replacement Reserve 25,000             

Synthetic Turf  Replacement Reserve 25,000



General Fund Revenue

Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16



Non-Tax Revenue Category 2015-16 Net Change from 

Adopted 2014-15

Prior Year/Prorated Taxes 1,611,350 26,350 

State & Federal Aid* 18,520,270 986,218

Permits, Rentals & Fines 449,600 -39,872

Interest Income 68,500 22,150 

Service Charges 566,075 -16,375

Refunds & Miscellaneous 162,710 54,852

Transfers from Public Building & Other Funds 126,712 -204,446

Total 21,505,217 828,877

* Includes Payment in lieu of  taxes (PILOT).

General Fund Revenue

Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16



Fund Balance (000’s)

Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16

Expenditure 

Level

%

Available Fund Balance 

6/30/14

$15,067 $110,083 13.7%

Estimated Excess Revenues $850

Assigned to 2015-16 -$2,250

Projected Fund Balance 

6/30/15

$13,667 $113,502 12%

Retention @ 10% - $11,350 $113,502 10%

Remaining $2,317



Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16

Fund Balance



Net Grand List

Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16

CATEGORY 2013 2014

% 

CHANGE

$ 

CHANGE

REAL ESTATE $2,197,055,035 $2,198,497,030 0.1% $1,441,995

PERSONAL 

PROPERTY 136,146,200 136,180,879 0.0% 34,679 

MOTOR 

VEHICLE 216,032,070 216,823,515 0.4% 791,445

TOTAL $2,549,233,305 $2,551,501,424 0.1% $2,268,119



Net Taxable Grand List Growth (000s) 

Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16



Summary of  Significant Real Estate Changes

Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16

Changes to 2014 Grand List $

HARVEST VILLAGE 3,469,120

PROPERTIES WITH BUILDING PERMITS 3,413,848

BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS -1,190,708

COURT & OTHER REDUCTIONS -1,459,016

INCREASE IN EXEMPTIONS -2,791,289

NET CHANGE 1,441,955



Effect of  Manufacturer’s Equipment Exemption on Personal 

Property

Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16

TOTAL 

ASSESSMENT EXEMPTION

NET 

ASSESSEMENT

% 

EXEMPT

GKN AEROSPACE 24,315,170 24,184,220 130,950 -99%

MANDELL PROPERTIES 15,718,530 8,706,350 7,012,180 -55%

SAPUTO DAIRY FOODS 14,587,360 11,730,900 2,856,460 -80%

RENO PROPERTIES II 9,898,336 1,408,740 8,489,596 -14%



Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16

Tax Collection & Mill Rate



Town Manager’s Proposed Budget – FY 2015-16

Mill Rate – Residential Taxpayer Impact

Fiscal 

Year

Mill 

Rate

Average 

Assessment

Tax 

Amount $ Change

% 

Change

2014-15 34.77 158,368 5,506 

2015-16 35.81 158,368 5,672 166 3%
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