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TOWN OF NEWINGTON

131 Cedar Street

Newington, Connecticut 06111
Mayor Stephen woods

MINUTES 

NEWINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Auditorium (Main Level) – Town Hall 
7:00 P.M.  

September 9, 2014
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Woods at 7:00 p.m. 
I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

II.  ROLL CALL 

Councilor Borjeson

Councilor Castelle

Councilor Cohen - absent
Councilor Dinunzio

Councilor Klett  
Councilor Marocchini

Councilor McDonald 
Councilor Nagel 
Mayor Woods
Staff Attendees:

John Salomone, Town Manager


Jaime Trevethan, Executive Assistant 

Linda Irish-Simpson, Clerk of the Council
III.
AWARDS/PROCLAMATIONS


A.   Constitution Week

Mayor Woods moved the following:  

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States of America, the guardian of our liberties, embodies the principles of limited government in a Republic dedicated to rule by law; and

WHEREAS, September 17, 2014 marks the 227th anniversary of the framing of the Constitution of the United States of America by the Constitutional Convention; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper to accord official recognition to this magnificent document and its memorable anniversary, and to the patriotic celebrations which will commemorate it; and

WHEREAS, Public Law 915 guarantees the issuing of a proclamation each year by the President of the United States of America designating September 17 through 23 as Constitution Week;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Mayor Stephen Woods, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Mayor of the Town of Newington, Connecticut and on behalf of the Newington Town Council, do hereby proclaim the week of September 17 through 23 as Constitution Week and ask our citizens to reaffirm the ideals the Framers of the Constitution had in 1787 by vigilantly protecting the freedoms guaranteed to us through this guardian of our liberties.

Mary Wood from the DAR thanked the Mayor and Town Council for the proclamation. 

Councilor Nagel seconded the motion and passed 8 - 0 (Councilor Cohen-absent)


B.   Capital Region Awareness Preparedness Month

Mayor Woods moved the following: 

WHEREAS, in the past decade the Town of Newington and surrounding towns have been affected by natural and Man-made hazards and disasters; and

WHEREAS, in the event of a disaster, it can take local authorities up to 48 hours or longer to reach individuals and families; and

WHEREAS, being prepared in an emergency can be the difference between surviving and recovering; and

WHEREAS, members of the Newington Police, Fire, EMS, and Public Health departments have been part of this process by attending Capitol Region Emergency Planning Council meetings; and

WHEREAS, the get ready Capitol Region Campaign is a regional emergency preparedness effort serving all of the 41 communities in the Division of Emergency Management Homeland Security Region 3, featuring a robust website WWW.getreadycapitolregion.org with useful multilingual information and downloadable resources on awareness, Planning, and preparation for the next disaster; and

WHEREAS, the campaign has utilized social media like Facebook and Twitter to keep residents challenged and informed, and a growing coalition of stakeholders and partners in the region who are working together to promote emergency preparedness; and

WHEREAS, the campaign also offers local training opportunities for residents, families, businesses and other organizations to be trained in emergency preparedness; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Newington Town Council hereby proclaims September 2014 as Get Ready Capitol Region Preparedness Awareness Month in the Town of Newington.

Mayor Woods thanked the Chief and all the other volunteers who served in the Town for their efforts.  Chief Schroeder thanked the Mayor for the proclamation as well as the Town Manager for his support and the Town Council. He stated Newington was one of the most prepared towns in the area and one of the first to recover from an emergency. 

Councilor Nagel seconded the motion and it passed 8 – 0 (Councilor Cohen-absent).  
IV.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – IN GENERAL 
Cece Borjeson, 45 Glenview Drive:  She encouraged more people to attend the Town Council meetings and was pleased to see that voter registration was increased due to the referendum and thought it was good news for the Town. She hoped people would continue to be involved in other issues that were important and would volunteer for various committees by contacting the party chair people. Mrs. Borjeson thanked the members of the Building Committee for their hard work, the Town Council, other boards and committee members for their countless unpaid service to the Town. 

Gail Budrejko, 21 Isabelle Terrace:  if the referendum passed, she questioned the validity of the phone survey which would cost $6-7k and reach 400 people. The money could better be used to address other issues and unexpected costs once the project had begun. She felt the phone poll should reach people who voted No on the referendum and was unsure how a random phone survey would accomplish that. Mrs. Budrejko felt the results could be distorted if a proportionally representative sampling was not taken. Public forums held at various times to gather input from the voters and to learn their concerns would be helpful along with talking to the grass roots group recently formed. Mrs. Budrejko stated that people wanted communication and transparency from their elected officials and did not want to attend meetings when input fell on deaf ears and outcomes a foregone conclusion.
Natalie Harvestin, 319 Lloyd Street:  She asked the Council to scrap the survey and felt the phone poll would not be accurate since a lot of people have only cell phones and would not reach a representative cross section of the Town. 
Matt Debella, 216 Lamplighter Lane:  He stated the development of Cedar Mountain was disappointing since there was only a gas station/convenience store and thought it was too much like the Berlin Turnpike.  He wanted to be involved in any further planning in the area. 
Judy Igielski, 23 Musket Drive: She was proud so many residents voted and that they care so much about the Town. She asked for more notice of all meetings, and minutes on the website because individuals were not aware of them. Mrs. Igielski thanked the Building Committee for their effort, which was not an easy job. She felt the poll should have been taken while people were walking out of the voting area and not spend $7k on a phone survey taken days later. 
V.
CONSIDERATION OF NEW BUSINESS 


A.    Discussion: Post Referendum Polling Options: Format and Questions

John Salomone gave an overview of the company chosen for the phone poll. He indicated an exit poll would have cost twice what the phone poll would cost ($6-7k). The exit poll would have required at least two people at each polling station, and he felt would not be as representative of all voters as the phone poll. The phone poll would reach a random group of 400 residents in Newington but might have to call many more to reach the 400 figure. He indicated the calling would begin on Thursday after the referendum at various hours during the day/evening to reach working and non-working people. 
Mr. Salomone stated cell phone numbers would be used along with landline phones and all people on the voter list would be included whether or not they voted in the referendum. This would allow for a better cross section of opinion from the voters. 

Councilor Castelle asked about bias in the poll and wanted to ensure it was the best route to take. Mr. Salomone said it would be less biased than an exit poll because the questions would be inclusive of whether or not they voted or if they were or were not aware of the issue. Councilor Klett asked why the question would be asked “why do you think the renovation project passed or failed.” She felt that encouraged a bias. She was not comfortable with a phone call survey and thought an exit poll would be taken the night of the referendum. 

Councilor McDonald indicated the public wanted a poll taken and the phone poll was the best route to take since it would be less expensive and would give a better representation among the residents. She indicated there was a typo on question #7 and asked for it to be corrected. Councilor Nagel indicated the public had asked for an exit poll which was different than a phone poll and wanted to know where the money would come from to pay for the poll. Mr. Salomone indicated it would be taken from the Town Manager’s contingency fund. Councilor Dinunzio thought the feedback from the poll would be important going forward. 

Councilor Klett asked that question #5 be asked to all respondents instead of just those voting in favor and Mr. Salomone indicated it should have been included and the questionnaire would be changed. 
VI.
RESIGNATIONS/APPOINTMENTS (Action May Be Taken)

A. Newington Housing Authority

1. Accept the Resignation of Kevin Mason

Councilor Borjeson moved the following: 
RESOLVED:


That the Newington Town Council hereby accepts the resignation of Kevin Mason from the Newington Housing Authority Board of Directors, in accordance with a communication dated August 29, 2014.

Councilor Nagel seconded the motion and the motion passed 8 – 0 (Councilor Cohen-absent).
B. Appointments to Boards and Commissions - none
VII.
TAX REFUNDS (Action Requested)

Councilor Marocchini moved the following: 
RESOLVED:


That property tax refunds in the amount of $ 9,145.55         are hereby approved in the individual amounts and for those named on the “Requests for Refund of an Overpayment of Taxes,” certified by the Revenue Collector, a list of which is attached to this resolution.  

Councilor McDonald seconded the motion and the motion passed 8 – 0 (Councilor Cohen-absent).
VIII.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (Action Requested)

A. Regular Meeting, 8/12/14

Councilor Nagel moved to accept the minutes and the motion was seconded by Councilor Marocchini. 
The motion passed 8 – 0 (Councilor Cohen-absent). 
IX.
WRITTEN/ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE TOWN MANAGER, OTHER TOWN 
AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS, OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES AND 
OFFICIALS AND THE PUBLIC

John Salomone said he would be attending the International City Managers’ Association National Conference in Charlotte, North Carolina, Saturday through Tuesday. He would share any information and or ideas with the Council when he returns. 
X.
COUNCIL LIAISON/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilor Borjeson indicated the Housing Needs Survey Committee had finalized the initial survey and would be planning focus groups (ages 18-29 –Tuesday, ages 30-55 – Wednesday, ages 56+ -Thursday) in Town Hall. Based on the results of the groups a survey would be finalized, get Committee approval and be completed by the middle of December. 
Councilor Nagel attended the Senior and Disabled Center meeting and was told the senior job bank was back in West Hartford. Seniors could contact the job bank and get individuals to do various jobs or apply for jobs at the job bank. He also stated the garden project had been a success which produced fresh vegetables for residents and the coffee shop had done a soft opening Tuesday and encouraged others to go to it. On November 7 there will be a Senior Expo, and he indicated more details would be coming. Councilor Nagel attended the NCTV board meeting as well where they will continue to update the ability for people to get access by other elements (Cloud), and they will be purchasing material to upgrade to HD TV. 
Councilor McDonald stated the teachers union is in negotiations with the Board of Education and hoped the contract would be completed by October 6.  

Councilor Klett asked 1) for an update on the pending lawsuit and 2) for more information on policies and procedures for the use of the military vehicle recently received by the Town. 

XI.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – IN GENERAL (In Person/Via Telephone)

Rose Lyons, 46 Elton Drive:  She asked for an update and further information on the Newington Junction study. 
Madeline Kenny, 53 Crestview Drive:  She commented 1) the request for an exit poll in her mind was a person with a clip board the day of voting but appreciated Mr. Salomone’s efforts, 2) she thought the wording of #2 should read “build a new community center” and not “rebuild”, #6 should include the ability to state a number of reasons why a person voted, and #8 should read “no new taxes during construction but the possibility of higher taxes in the future” 3) she hoped the Town would be better off having the discussion on the referendum even if divisive. She thanked Councilor Castelle for handling a difficult situation very well and with dignity. 
John Bachand, 56 Maple Hill Avenue:   He thought an exit poll should have been taken the day of voting since he felt a survey could be manipulated by individuals for or against the project several days later. He felt that voting was a private matter and being called to state how you voted was an invasion of privacy. Mr. Bachand felt the primary goal, if the referendum failed, was to renovate the Town Hall with no separate community center on a second site.  

XII.
REMARKS BY COUNCILORS

Councilor Castelle stated all should remember that people held strong opinions  on the referendum and hoped that whatever the outcome both sides would respect the others opinions and values. 
XIII.
ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Dinunzio moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m. and was seconded by Councilor Marocchini. The motion passed 8 – 0 (Councilor Cohen-absent). 
Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Irish-Simpson

Clerk of the Council

Phone: (860) 665-8510   Fax: (860) 665-8507
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