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NEWINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

***L-101 (Lower Level)*** – Town Hall 
131 Cedar Street 

 
AGENDA 

August 9, 2016 
7:00 p.m.  

 

 
I.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
II.  ROLL CALL 

 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
IV. AWARDS/PROCLAMATIONS 

A. National Parks and Recreation Month 
  

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – IN GENERAL (In Person/Via Telephone: 860-665-8736) 
 (3 MINUTE TIME LIMIT PER SPEAKER ON ANY ITEM) 
 
VI. REMARKS BY COUNCILORS ON PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
VII. CONSIDERATION OF OLD BUSINESS (Action May Be Taken) 

A.  Ordinance Amendment:  Chapter 182, Blighted Premises Code 
1. Introduce Ordinance 
2. Set Public Hearing Date 
 

VIII. CONSIDERATION OF NEW BUSINESS (Action May Be Taken by Waiving the Rules)  
A.  Ordinance Amendment:  Chapter 8, Article VI:  Environmental Quality Commission 
B.  Update:  Indian Hill Country Club Lease Agreement Extension  
C.  Grant Funding:  Exercise Equipment at Mill Pond Park 
D.  Facilities Naming Request:  Parks and Recreation Teen Center 
E.  Consideration of Canceling the August 23, 2016 Regular Meeting (Action Requested) 

 
IX. RESIGNATIONS/APPOINTMENTS (Action May Be Taken) 

A. Newington Historical Society & Trust 
1. Accept the Resignation of Linda Woods 
2. Appoint a Replacement 

B. Appointments to Boards and Commissions   
1. Affordable Housing Monitoring Agency 
2. Board of Education – Liaison  
3. Commission on Aging and Disabled 



 

 

4. Balf-Town Committee 
5. Building Code Board of Appeals 
6. Capitol Region Council of Governments (CRCOG) 
7. Central Connecticut Health District Board of Directors (CCHD) 
8. Capital Improvements Committee 
9. Committee on Community Safety 
10. Conservation/Inland Wetlands Commission 
11. Development Commission 
12. Employee Insurance & Pension Benefits Committee 
13. Environmental Quality Commission 
14. Board of Ethics 
15. Fair Rent Commission 
16. Newington Housing Authority 
17. Human Rights Commission 
18. Library Board of Directors 
19. Newington CATV Advisory Council 
20. Newington School Career Technical Program Renovation Project Building 

Committee 
21. Open Space Committee 
22. Standing Insurance Committee 
23. STEM Academy PBC 
24. Town Hall Renovations Project Building Committee 
25. Town Plan & Zoning Commission 
26. Tri-Town Community Cable Access 
27. Vehicle Appeals Board 
28. Zoning Board of Appeals 

 
X. TAX REFUNDS (Action Requested) 
 
XI. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (Action Requested) 
 A. July 7, 2016 Special Meeting 
 B. July 12, 2016 Regular Meeting 
 C. July 19, 2016 Special Meeting 
 
XII. WRITTEN/ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE TOWN MANAGER, OTHER TOWN 
 AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS, OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS 
 AND THE PUBLIC 
 
XIII. COUNCIL LIAISON/COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
XIV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – IN GENERAL (In Person/Via Telephone: 860-665-8736) 

(3 MINUTE TIME LIMIT PER SPEAKER ON ANY ITEM) 
 
XV. REMARKS BY COUNCILORS 
 
XVI. EXECUTIVE SESSION RE: CONTRACTS/REAL ESTATE 
 
XVII. ADJOURNMENT  



 
        AGENDA ITEM:__III________  _ 
 
        DATE:__8-9-16______________ 
 
        RESOLUTION NO.____________ 
 
 
WHEREAS, parks and recreation provides positive life experiences for people of all ages in our 
community; and 
 
WHEREAS, parks and recreation programs provide outlets for physical activities, socialization 
and stress reduction through experiences such as summer concerts, pool parties and the 
community garden; and 
 
WHEREAS, parks and recreation activities and community services programs provide 
opportunities for young people to live, grow and develop into contributing members of society; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Newington Parks and Recreation Department generates opportunities for 
Newington residents to come together and experience a sense of community through fun 
recreational pursuits such as yoga, fitness, running programs, sport and music camps and 
special events; and 
 
WHEREAS, with the help of the Mayor and Town Council, the Parks and Recreation 
Department has celebrated various park and pool improvements and fun activities such as 
Touch-A-Truck, the weeklong Life. Be in it Extravaganza, Motorcycle Madness, Halloween 
Party, Visit with Santa and the holiday tree lighting; and 
 
WHEREAS, parks make a community an attractive and desirable place to live, work, play, and 
visit and contribute to our ongoing economic vitality; and 
 
WHEREAS, parks, greenways and open space provide a welcome respite from our fast paced, 
high tech lifestyles while protecting and preserving our natural environment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Newington Parks and Recreation “Building a Strong Community” initiative is 
demonstrated in four major areas:  benefits to the individual, community, environment and 
economy;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Newington Town Council hereby declares that 
July is Parks and Recreation Month and encourages all citizens to celebrate by participating in 
one or more of the multitude of activities offered by the Newington Parks and Recreation 
Department. 
 

MOTION BY:________________________ 
 
SECONDED BY:_____________________ 
 
VOTE:_____________________________ 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Newington Town Council  

From: Jaime Trevethan, Asst. to the Town Manager (on behalf of Tanya D. Lane, 

Town Manager) 

Date: August 04, 2016 

Re: Ordinance Introduction & Public Hearing: Chapter 182 – Blighted Premises 

At the July 12 meeting, the Town Council discussed proposed amendments to the Newington 
Code of Ordinances Chapter 182, Blighted Premises.   

 
The process for amending Town Ordinances is dictated by §C-405 and §C-406 of the Town 
Charter. The process generally spans over at least three Council meetings.  A resolution will 
appear on the August 9, 2016 Town Council meeting agenda for the second step of the process as 
follows: 
 

1) To introduce the amended ordinance, and  
2) To set a Public Hearing date (typically scheduled for immediately prior to the next 

Council meeting) 
 
Please be advised that this is the only action to be taken on this item at the August 9 meeting.  
Furthermore, The Council may discuss and consider whether to approve the amendments at the 
regular Council meeting immediately following the Public Hearing.  If approved, the changes 
will go into effect 15 days after publication. 
 
Attached, please see the following documents related to the proposed amendments: 

1) Newington Charter §C-405 and §C-406 (Ordinance amendment process) 
2) A memorandum dated July 7, 2016 explaining the proposed amendments. 
3) Newington Code of Ordinances Chapter 182, Blighted Premises, with proposed 

amendments 
4) A resolution to introduce the ordinance amendments and set a public hearing date. 

 
Attach.  
 



Town of Newington, CT
Thursday, May 5, 2016

Chapter C. CHARTER 

Article IV. THE COUNCIL 

§ C-405. Introduction of Ordinances. 

All ordinances, together with a written statement of purpose, shall be introduced at a regular or special 
meeting of the Council in written form by a member of the Council. It shall be the duty of the Clerk of 
the Council immediately upon each introduction to file a copy of such proposed ordinance with the 
Town Clerk. It shall be the duty of the Town Clerk or his/her designee immediately upon receipt of such 
proposed ordinance to prepare sufficient copies of such ordinance, one copy of which shall be retained 
in the Town Clerk's office for public inspection, one copy posted on the Town bulletin board and 
website, and one copy distributed to each member of the Council and to the Manager. No discussion 
shall be had upon a proposed ordinance at the meeting at which it is introduced, except for an 
explanation by the Councilor moving such ordinance.

§ C-406. Public Hearings and Passage of Ordinance. 

Before an ordinance, except an emergency ordinance, shall be voted upon, the Council shall hold at 
least one public hearing, five days notice of which shall be given by publishing the notice and the 
proposed ordinance in full at least once in a newspaper having circulation in the Town and by posting 
the notice and the proposed ordinance in full on the Town bulletin board and website with the full 
proposed ordinance also available in the Town Clerk's office. After such public hearing, the Council may 
make such changes as it considers advisable before voting upon said ordinance. Notice of the passage 
of an ordinance, described by title or subject matter and statement of purpose, together with such 
changes in the proposed ordinance, shall be published at least once in a newspaper having a circulation 
in the Town, and an ordinance, except an emergency ordinance, shall become effective 15 days after 
such notice is published, provided that, if a petition for a referendum is filed with the Town Clerk within 
the time specified in § C-410, the ordinance shall not become effective except in accordance with the 
provisions of § C-410. All adopted ordinances shall be filed with the Town Clerk and kept as a public 
record in the form of a suitably indexed volume or volumes of ordinances.
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Newington Town Council 

From: Jaime Trevethan, Asst. to the Town Manager (on behalf of Tanya D. Lane, 
Town Manager) 

Date: July 7, 2016 
Re: Ordinance Amendment, Chapter 182: Blighted Premises 

On February 9, 2016 the Town Council formed a Blight Ordinance Subcommittee consisting of 
Councilors Manke, Nagel and Serra and charged it to review and consider amendments to the Town Code 
of Ordinances Chapter 182:  Blighted Premises.  The Subcommittee met with staff to gather input on the 
current ordinance and to discuss proposed amendments.  Concurrently, staff members worked with Asst. 
Town Attorney Tony Palermino to perform a thorough legal review of the current and proposed language.  
On July 5, 2016 the Subcommittee members voted unanimously in favor of forwarding the amended 
ordinance to the Town Council for consideration in accordance with sections 405 & 406 of the Town 
Charter. 
 
Attached, please see two copies of the proposed ordinance.  The first copy is a clean draft of the 
amendments incorporated into the ordinance.  The second copy is a red-line draft outlining said changes.  
The amendments incorporate the following items:  
 
1) Changes as recommended by the Subcommittee members. 
2) Revisions to incorporate amendments to the Connecticut General Statutes that have been made since 

the current ordinance went into effect in August, 2012 
3) Extended definitions and clarified verbiage throughout as recommended by Attorney Palermino to 

better define blighted conditions and protect the Town in the event of litigation. 
4) Changes as recommended by enforcement, administrative and Human Services staff. 
5) Amendments in accordance with the recent Pierczyk Straska Farm v. Town of Rocky Hill court 

decision in which the court ruled in favor of the property owner. 
6) Reorganization of the document to place the various sections in the same order as the actual 

enforcement and appeals process.   
 
Also attached is a summary of the proposed amendments by section.  Asst. Town Planner Mike D’Amato 
and Asst. to the Town Manager Jaime Trevethan will be in attendance at the July 12 meeting to discuss 
the proposal. If the Council concurs with the changes then the ordinance may be introduced and a public 
hearing may be set at a future Council meeting.   
 
Attach. 
cc. Mike D’Amato, Asst. Town Planner 
 Tony Palermino, Asst. Town Attorney 



 
        AGENDA ITEM:__VI.A.1_____  _ 
 
        DATE:__8-9-16______________ 
 
        RESOLUTION NO.____________ 
 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
 I hereby introduce for the Town Council’s consideration proposed amendments to the 

Town of Newington Code of Ordinances, Chapter 182: “Blighted Premises”, a copy of which has 

been filed with the Clerk of the Council. 

 
 
 
       Introduced by: _______________________ 
 
 
         
 
RESOLVED: 
 
 That a Public Hearing be held on _________ at 6:50 p.m. in consideration of proposed 

amendments to the Town of Newington Code of Ordinances, Chapter 182: “Blighted Premises”. 

 

 

MOTION BY:________________________ 
 
SECONDED BY:_____________________ 
 
VOTE:_____________________________ 
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CLEAN DRAFT 7-7-16 
 

 

The Newington Town Council repealed Chapter 182 of the Code and adopted the Blighted 

Premises Code on 7/24/12. 

                                                                                                                             

TOWN OF NEWINGTON 

BLIGHTED PREMISES CODE 
 

§ 1. Title 

 

This chapter shall be known as the “Blighted Premises Code of the Town of Newington” (“the 

code”) and the standards established by this code shall be referred to as and constitute the 

minimum property standards of the Town of Newington (“Town”). 

 

§ 2. Intent and Authority 

 

A. This code is intended to protect, preserve and promote public health, safety and 

welfare; to prevent and control the incidence of communicable disease; and to reduce 

environmental hazards to health, safety and welfare, insofar as they are affected by the 

maintenance of residential and non-residential structures, equipment and premises as provided 

by this code. This code is further intended to provide minimum standards governing the 

condition, occupancy and maintenance of occupied and unoccupied premises and establish 

reasonable safeguards for the health, safety and welfare of the occupants and users of said 

premises, the community and the general public. This code is intended to maintain and 

preserve the beauty of the neighborhoods and to allow for control of blighted premises.  

 

B. This code shall establish minimum standards and responsibilities for the maintenance of 

all premises and delegates administrative responsibility and enforcement powers and creates 

enforcement procedures. 

 

C. This code is adopted in accordance with the provisions of Connecticut General Statutes 

§7-148 (c)(7)(H)(XV), § 7-148aa, 7-148ff, 7-148gg and 7-152c and further incorporates all 

authority and power that currently or in the future is conferred under Connecticut General 

Statutes 

 

§ 3. Scope of Provisions 

 

A. Applicability. 

1. This code shall apply uniformly to the maintenance, use and occupancy of all 

premises now in existence or hereafter constructed, maintained or modified and 

shall include: 
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a. Dwellings or dwelling units, including one-family and two-family dwellings and 

buildings with multiple-unit dwellings; 

b. Lots, plots or parcels of land whether vacant or occupied; 

c. Buildings of non-dwelling use, including commercial properties and mixed use 

properties that may include one or more dwelling units; 

d. Accessory structures to any building; 

e. All apartments, boarding houses, group homes, lodging houses, rooming houses, 

tenement houses and unrelated family units. 

 

2. This code shall not apply to public property. 

 

 § 4. Definitions 

 

The following definitions apply to this chapter. 

 

1. Accessory structure shall mean a structure, the use of which is customarily incidental and 

subordinate to that of principal building, structure or use on the same lot. 

 

2. Abandon shall mean to give up control, cease to maintain, for vehicles the physical 

condition, the length of time since it was last used on the public highway, whether or not it 

is registered, for vehicles and/or other things not required to be registered or not normally 

used on the public highways, the physical condition, the length of time since it was last used 

for the purpose intended.   

 

3. Blighted premises shall mean: 

 

A. Any building or structure, or any part of a structure that is a separate unit, or a parcel of 

land or premises, or any necessary structure, or fence, where at least one of the following 

conditions exists: 

1. The Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer determines that existing conditions pose 

a serious threat to the health, safety and welfare of town citizenry; 

2. It is not being maintained, as evidenced by the existence, to a significant degree, of 

one or more of the following conditions: 

a. Missing, broken or boarded windows or doors; 

b. Collapsing or deteriorating exterior walls, shutters, roofs, stairs, porches, 

handrails, railings, basement hatchways, chimneys, flues, or floors; 

c.  Exterior walls which contain holes, breaks, loose or rotting materials or 

which are not properly surface coated to prevent deterioration; 

d. Foundation walls which contain open cracks and breaks; 

e. Overhang extensions, including but not limited to canopies, marquees, signs, 

awnings, stairways, fire escapes, standpipes and exhaust ducts which contain 

rust or other decay; 

f.    Chimneys and similar appurtenances which are in a state of disrepair; 

g. Insect screens which contain tears or ragged edges; 
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h. Refuse, rubbish, trash or debris improperly stored or accumulated on the 

premises, or  vehicles, machinery and/or watercraft on the premises.   

Overgrown grass or weeds  allowed to reach and remain at a height of 12” 

(one foot) or more for a period of 7 days. 

i.    Vermin and/or animal infestations;  

j.  In the case of a fence, broken or rotted sections or in an otherwise 

dilapidated condition; or  

k. In ground or above ground swimming pools with standing water and/or which 

are in a state of disrepair. 

3. Any other exterior condition reflecting a level of maintenance which is not in keeping 

with community standards or which constitutes a blighting factor for adjacent 

property owners or occupiers or which is an element leading to the progressive 

deterioration of the neighborhood. 

4. It is attracting illegal activity as documented in Police Department records; 

5. It is a fire hazard as determined by the Fire Marshal or as documented in the Fire 

Department records; and/or 

6. It is a factor creating a substantial and unreasonable interference with the use and 

enjoyment of other premises within the surrounding area as documented by 

neighborhood complaints, police reports, the cancellation of insurance on proximate 

properties; or similar circumstances. 

B. Blighted premises shall not include any such building, structure or parcel of land located 

on Municipal, State and Federal property.  

 

4. Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall mean an individual or individuals appointed by 

the Town Manager to inspect and re-inspect blighted premises, issue notice of violation 

warning letters in accordance with § 10 of this Code, and issue citations for violations of this 

Code in accordance with § 11 of this Code. Said individual shall not be the Town Manager or 

a Citation Hearing Officer. 

 

5. Citation Hearing Officer shall mean an individual or individuals appointed by the Town 

Manager to conduct hearings authorized by this chapter.  

 

6. Community standard shall mean a judgment by a reasonable member of the community. 

 

7. Connecticut General Statutes shall include any applicable amendments. 

 

8. Days shall mean calendar days and shall not include the day of receipt of the notice.  

 

9. Debris shall mean material which is incapable of immediately performing the function for 

which it was designed including, but not limited to abandoned, discarded or unused objects, 

parts of automobiles, furniture, appliances, cans, boxes, bags, scrap metal, tires, batteries, 

containers, garbage, rubbish, refuse, machinery and vehicles. 
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10. Inoperable shall mean a motor vehicle which is incapable of being legally operated on 

public roads w/o major work or modification.  Missing parts, broken or severely damaged 

components shall be prima facie evidence of inoperability. 

 

11. Junked shall mean a motor vehicle located on the premises which is inoperable, this 

definition shall also include parts of motor vehicles or iron, metal, glass, paper, cordage or 

other or waste or discarded or secondhanded materials which have been a part or intended 

to be a part of any motor vehicle.  

 

12. Machinery shall mean an assemblage of parts that transmits forces, motor and energy, one 

to another in a predetermined maneuver; a mechanically, electrically or electronically 

operated device for performing a task; an instrument designed to transmit or modify the 

application of force, power or motion. 

 

13. Motorcycle shall mean a motor vehicle, with or without a side car, having not more than 

three wheels in contact with the ground and a saddle or seat on which the rider sits or a 

platform on which the rider stands, including motor scooters or bicycles with an attached 

motor.  

 

14. Motor Home shall mean a vehicular unit designed to provide living quarters and necessary 

amenities which are built into an integral part of, or permanently attached to, a truck or van 

chassis, including campers and conveyor trailers.   

 

15. Motor Vehicle shall mean any vehicle propelled or drawn by any power other than 

muscular, any device suitable for the conveyance of, drawing or other transportation of 

persons or property, whether operated on wheels, runners a cushion of air or by any other 

means. 

 

16. Legal occupancy shall mean occupancy in accordance with state building and fire codes, 

local zoning regulations, local housing ordinances and all other pertinent codes. 

 

17. Neighborhood shall mean an area of the Town comprising all premises or parcels of land, 

any part of which is within a radius of 1,000 feet of any part of another parcel or lot within 

the Town. 

 

18. Owner/occupier shall mean any person, institution, foundation, entity or authority which 

owns, leases, rents, possesses, or is responsible for property within the Town.  

 

19. Person shall include any individual, corporation, limited liability company, association, 

copartner ship, company, form, business trust or other aggregation of individuals but does 

not include the state or any political subdivision thereof, unless the context clearly states or 

requires.  
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20. Premises shall mean any building, structure, land or portion thereof, including all 

appurtenances, owned or controlled by a person. 

 

21. Proximate property shall mean any premises or parcel of land within one thousand (1,000) 

feet of the boundary of a blighted premise. 

 

22. Recreational Vehicle shall mean a motor vehicle of the type designed for off the road uses 

for recreation, entertainment or pleasure and which is not authorized by State to be 

operated on public streets and highways, including but not limited to minibikes, ATV’s, trail 

bikes, dune buggies, snowmobiles and swamp buggies.   

 

23. Refuse shall mean all putrescible and non-putrescible solids including garbage, rubbish, 

ashes and dead animals.  These terms shall include paper, rags, cartons, boxes, wood, 

excelsior, rubber, leather, tree branches, yard trimmings and other combustible waste 

materials.   

 

24. Rubbish shall mean non putrescible solid wastes consisting of both (a) combustible wastes 

such as batteries, paint scrapings, paper, cardboard, plastic containers, yard clippings and 

wood; and (b) noncombustible wastes such as tin cans, tires, glass, crockery, metal and used 

automotive parts, cold ashes, junk, discarded containers, dust, sweepings, wastepaper, 

boxes, crates, rags, clothing, textiles, glass, crockery and similar waste materials ordinarily 

accumulated in and around residential premises.   

 

25. Snowmobile shall mean a vehicle for traveling on ice or snow.  

 

26. Trailer shall mean any rubber-tired vehicle without motive power drawn or propelled by a 

motor vehicle.  

 

27. Truck shall mean a motor vehicle designed, used or maintained primarily for the 

transportation of property; a motor vehicle with an enclosed forward passenger 

compartment and an open rearward compartment used for the transportation of property.   

 

28. Utility Trailer shall mean a trailer designed and used to transport personal property 

materials or equipment, whether or not permanently affixed to the bed of the trailer.   

 

29. Waste shall mean land clearing debris and waste resulting directly from demolition 

activities other than clean fill, household items including but not limited to sofas, 

mattresses, furniture, machinery and/or appliances.   

 

30. Watercraft shall mean a ship, vessel boat or craft capable of being used for water transport 

with or without a motor. 

 

31. Yard Vegetation shall mean grass, weeds, garden plants, shrubs, leaves, branches, limbs, 

brush and similar materials grown on and/or emanating from the premises.  



6 

 

 

§ 5. Signs, Awnings and Marquees 

 

A. Signs. All permanent signs and billboards exposed to public view permitted by reason of 

other ordinances or laws shall be maintained in good repair. Any signs which have 

excessively weathered or faded or those upon which the paint has excessively peeled or 

cracked or whose supporting members have deteriorated shall be removed forthwith or 

put into a good state of repair by the owner/occupier.  

B. Awnings and marquees. Any awning or marquee and its accompanying structural member 

which extends over any street, sidewalk or other portion of the premises shall be 

maintained in good repair and shall not constitute a nuisance or a safety hazard. In the 

event that such awnings or marquees are not properly maintained in accordance with the 

foregoing, they shall, together with their supporting members, be removed forthwith. In 

the event that said awnings or marquees are made of cloth, plastic or of similar materials, 

said cloth or plastic where exposed to public view shall be maintained in good condition 

and shall not show evidence of excessive weathering, ripping, tearing or other holes. 

Nothing herein shall be construed to authorize any encroachment on streets, sidewalks or 

other parts of the public domain. 

 

§ 6. Removal of Weeds and Similar Vegetation 

 

A. Every owner/occupier of properties upon which a building exists, or who is in possession 

of a vacant lot in an approved subdivision which fronts on a paved public road and to 

which a public water and/or public sewer lateral has been provided, shall cut, to a height 

of not more than one foot, all grass, weeds and similar vegetation not planted as a crop to 

be harvested or for ornamental purposes. 

B. Every owner/occupier of property shall keep his property free from vegetation of any type 

which, based on the reasonable opinion of the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer, is 

injurious to public health. 

C. Any violation of § 6A or 6B shall constitute a nuisance which may be abated by the town 

at the expense of the owner/occupier or any one or more of them to whom the Blighted 

Premises Enforcement Officer has given not less than 10 days written notice of intention 

to abate such nuisance. Such expense may be collected by the Town in a civil action 

against any one or more of the above-named persons responsible thereof. 

 

§ 7. Solid Waste, Storage and Littering 

 

A. Accumulation restricted. It shall be unlawful for an owner/occupier to allow solid waste to 

accumulate on premises in the town in such a manner as to create an offensive, unsightly 

or unsanitary condition. 

B. Storage requirements. In the event that property usage would result in the stacking or 

piling of materials, including equipment and appliances, even if wanted and useful, they 

must be so arranged as to prohibit the creation of a blighting factor to their neighbors. 

Furthermore, all useful, wanted material, including equipment and appliances, stored out 



7 

 

of doors shall be stored in an orderly fashion and, to the extent reasonably feasible, shall 

be located in the rear yard and not visible from the adjacent public street for no longer 

than 60 days. 

 

§ 8. Complaints - - Notice of Violation Warning Letter 

 

A. Any person or legal entity, including but not limited to a civic organization, municipal 

agency, or town employee may report a complaint of violation of this ordinance with the 

Town Manager’s Office.  Verbal complaints shall be reduced to writing by the Town 

Manager’s Office.. The Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer, upon his or her 

determination that there is a violation of this code, shall forward a notice of violation 

warning letter to the owner/occupier at the time such determination has been made and 

shall include the property for consideration of inclusion on the Blighted Premises List. 

Such a notice of violation warning letter from the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer 

shall be issued prior to issuing a citation. Such notice of violation warning letter shall 

include: 

1. A description of the real estate sufficient for identification, specifying the 

violation(s) alleged to exist and the remedial action required; 

2. A due date,  for the performance of any act required to remedy the violation; and 

what action needs to be taken to remedy the violation;  

3. The amount of the civil penalties/fines, liens, special assessments, costs or fees 

that may be imposed for noncompliance. 

4. Contact information for the Town Director of Human Services for the purpose of 

encouraging social work assistance to those in need.  

B. The owner/occupier may not contest a notice of violation warning letter before a Citation 

Hearing Officer. 

C. Delivery of a notice of violation warning letter or citation to the owner/occupier shall be 

by one or more of the following methods: 

1. By personal delivery to the owner/occupier or by leaving the notice of violation 

warning letter or citation at the usual place of abode of the owner/occupier with a 

person of suitable age and discretion; 

2. By certified, registered or regular mail addressed to the owner/occupier at his last 

known address, with postage prepared thereon; or  

3. By posting and keeping posted for 24 hours a copy of the notice of violation 

warning letter or citation in placard form in a conspicuous place on the premises. 

 

§ 9. Enforcement by Citation 

 

A. If the corrective actions specified in the notice of violation warning letter are not taken 

the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer or his/her designee shall issue a written 

citation to the owner/occupier. 

B. A citation shall be in writing and include: 

1. A description of the real estate sufficient for identification, specifying the 

violation(s) alleged to exist and the remedial action required; 
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2. Detailed information regarding the contents of the notice of violation warning 

letter (which may be a copy of such notice of violation warning letter) and the 

failure of the owner/occupier to take the corrective actions specified therein; 

3. Notice of potential liens that may be asserted by the Town pursuant to § 14 of this 

Code. 

4. The amount of the civil penalties/fines, special assessments, costs or fees due for 

noncompliance; and  

5. Contact information for the Town Director of Human Services for the purpose of 

encouraging social work assistance to those in need. 

6. A statement that the owner/occupier may contest his liability and request a 

hearing before the Citation Hearing Officer by delivering in person or by mail 

written notice of objection within ten (10) days of the date of receipt of the 

citation. 

C. Delivery of the citation shall be by the manner provided in § 8 D. 

 

§ 10. Hearing 

 

A. An owner/occupier may request a hearing after receiving a citation. Said owner/occupier 

must make his/her request for a hearing within ten (10) days of his/her receipt of the 

citation. 

B. The Citation Hearing Officer is designated to conduct hearings in accordance with Conn. 

Gen. Stat. Sec. 7-152c when requested by an owner/occupier who has been cited under 

this chapter.  

C. If the owner/occupier who was sent a written citation pursuant to § 11 of this Code 

wishes to admit liability and agree to perform all remediation work for any alleged 

violation(s), he/she may, without requesting a hearing, pay the full amount of the 

assessed civil penalties/fines, special assessments, costs or fees in person or by mail to the 

Town Manager. Such payment shall be inadmissible in any proceeding, civil or criminal, to 

establish the conduct of such person or other person making the payment. Any 

owner/occupier who does not deliver or mail written demand for a hearing within ten 

days of the date of receipt of the citation shall be deemed to have admitted liability, and 

the Town Manager shall certify such person’s failure to respond to the Citation Hearing 

Officer. The Citation Hearing Officer shall thereupon enter and affirm the civil 

penalties/fines, special assessments, costs or fees provided for by the code and shall 

follow the procedures set forth in Conn. Gen. Stat. Sec. 7-152c (f). 

D. Any owner/occupier who requests a hearing shall be given written notice of the date, 

time and place for the hearing. Such hearing shall be held not less than fifteen days nor 

more than thirty days from the date of the mailing of notice, provided the Citation 

Hearing Officer shall grant upon good cause shown any reasonable request by any 

interested party for postponement or continuance. An original or certified copy of the 

initial notice of violation issued by the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall be filed 

and retained by the Town, and shall be deemed to be a business record within the scope 

of Conn. Gen. Stat. Sec. 52-180 and evidence of the facts contained therein. The presence 

of the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall be required at the hearing if such 
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person so requests. A person wishing to contest his/her liability shall appear at the 

hearing and shall present evidence. A designated Town official, other than the Citation 

Hearing Officer, shall present evidence on behalf of the Town. If the owner/occupier who 

requested the hearing fails to appear, the Citation Hearing Officer may enter a default 

against him/her upon a finding of proper notice and liability under this ordinance. At the 

hearing the Citation Hearing Officer shall accept relevant evidence that may include 

copies of police reports, investigatory and citation reports, and other documents. The 

Citation Hearing Officer shall conduct the hearing in the order and form and with such 

methods of proof as is fair, reasonable and appropriate. The rules regarding the 

admissibility of evidence shall not be strictly applied, but all testimony shall be given 

under oath or affirmation. The Citation Hearing Officer shall provide a decision  within 

fourteen (14) days following the completion of the hearing.  If the Citation Hearing Officer 

determines that the person is not liable under the citation, the Citation Hearing Officer 

shall dismiss the matter and enter his/her determination in writing accordingly. If the 

Citation Hearing Officer determines that the person is liable under the violation, the 

Citation Hearing Officer shall enter his/her determination in writing accordingly and 

include any assessment of civil penalties/fines, special assessments, costs or fees against 

such person as apply, and shall further provide a copy of his written decision to the Town 

Manager for his review under Section 8B of this Code. 

 

§ 11. Appointment of Citation Hearing Officers 

 

The Town Manager shall appoint three residents to serve as  Citation Hearing Officers pursuant 

to § 182-5 of Newington Code of Ordinances. Said residents shall not be the Town Manager, a 

police officer or employee or person who issues citations, zoning enforcement officer, or 

blighted premises enforcement officer or other code compliance authority. Said appointment 

shall be for a term of two (2) years. 

 

§ 12. Penalties for Offenses - - Prejudgment Lien 

 

A. The owner/occupier of premises where a violation of any of the provisions of this code 

shall exist or who shall maintain any building or premises in which such violation exist 

may: 

1. Be assessed a civil penalty/fine of not more than $100 for each violation. Each 

day that a violation exists after a citation as described in § 11 is given to the 

owner/occupier shall constitute a new violation and a civil penalty may be 

imposed for such violation; and/or 

2. Be required to abate the violation at the owner/occupier’s expense 

3. Be subject to the town’s remediation of the blighted condition and assessing the 

costs of said remediation against the subject property by levying a lien on the 

subject  property. 

4. Be subject to special assessment pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. Sec. 7-148ff. 

B. Once a finding by the Citation Hearing Officer is made that a person is in violation as 

provided by Section 12 above, a prejudgment lien on the real property that is the subject 
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of the violation may be imposed by the Town for any unpaid civil penalty imposed by the 

Town pursuant to the provisions of this code which is adopted pursuant to Conn. Gen. 

Stat. Sec. 7-148 (c)(7)(H)(xv) and shall constitute a lien upon the real estate against which 

the civil penalty was imposed from the date of such civil penalty. Each such lien shall be 

continued, recorded and released in the manner provided by the general statutes for 

continuing, recording and releasing property tax liens. Each such lien may be enforced in 

the same manner as property tax liens, including foreclosure of the real property. 

C. Where the Blighted Enforcement Officer has determined that a blighted condition exists 

as defined by this code, the Town Manager may order the remediation of the blighted 

condition and assess the costs against the subject  property in the form of lien which shall 

be recorded in the land records in the same manner as provided in § 12 B.  

D. In addition to all other remedies and any civil penalties/fine, special assessments or lien 

imposed herein, the provisions of this code may be enforced by injunctive proceedings in 

the superior court. The Town may recover from such owner/occupier any and all costs 

and fees, including reasonable attorney’s fees, expended by the Town in enforcing the 

provisions of this code.  

 

§ 13. Appeals - - Special Consideration 

 

A. Any person aggrieved by any order, requirement or decision of the Citation Hearing 

Officer may take an appeal in accordance with Conn. Gen. Stat. § 7-152c (g).  

B. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, special consideration may be given to 

individuals who demonstrate that the violation results from an inability to maintain an 

owner-occupied residence and no person with that ability resides therein.  Such special 

consideration shall be limited to the reduction or elimination of civil penalties/fines, 

special assessments and/or an agreement that the Town or its agents may perform the 

necessary work and place a lien against the premises for the cost thereof in accordance 

with the provisions of this code.  

 

§ 14. Blighted Premises List 

 

A. No owner/occupier of real property within the Town shall cause or allow blighted 

premises to be created nor shall any owner/occupier allow the continued existence of 

blighted premises.  

B. Blighted Premises List 

1. The Town Manager shall use all available relevant information to complete a list of 

blighted properties to be known as the Blighted Premises List. 

2. The Town Manager shall maintain and update the Blighted Premises List.   

3. At least ten days prior to placing a property on the Blighted Premises List, the 

Town Manager shall provide written notice to the owner/occupier of the subject 

property of the intended placement. Said written notice shall indicate the 

conditions on said property that shall cause placement on the Blighted Premises 

List, unless corrected, and the steps necessary for removal from said List. 
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C. For the purpose of documenting continuous blighted conditions, the Blighted Premises 

Enforcement Officer shall undertake regular inspections of all properties that are: 

1 on the Blighted Premises List, or 

2 actively under a Notice of Violation of Warning Letter in accordance with § 8 of 

this Code, or 

3 actively under a Citation in accordance with § 9 of this Code. 

 

The Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall have all power and authority prescribed 

by Connecticut General Statutes to enter a suspected Blighted Premises or a designated 

Blighted Premises for purposes of performing his duties hereunder. 

 

§15. Removal from Blighted Premises List 

 

A. If the owner/occupier of a property that is included on the Blighted Premises List has 

remedied the conditions that caused the property to be placed on the Blighted Premises 

List, and no other blighted condition exists on the property, the owner/occupier may 

make written request to the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer requesting 

inspection of the property. The Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall inspect the 

property within five days of receipt of the written request for the purpose of 

determining whether the blighted conditions on the property no longer exist. Within ten 

(10) days of the inspection, the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall provide a 

copy of the written report of his/her inspection of the property to the owner/occupier. 

B. If after inspection of a property that is on the Blighted Premises List, the Blighted 

Premises Enforcement Officer determines that the conditions that caused the premises 

to be placed on the List have been remedied, and that no other blighted condition exists 

on the premises, then the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall provide written 

notice to the Town Manager that the premises is no longer a Blighted premises along 

with a copy of his/her written report of inspection of the  premises. Upon receipt of a 

determination that  a premises is no longer a Blighted premises, the Town Manager 

shall remove the premises from the Blighted Premises List, with written confirmation to 

the owner/occupier 

 

§ 16.  Report to Town Council 

 

The Town Manager shall report, at least annually, to the Council on the Blighted Premises List 

and the civil penalties/fines, special assessments, liens or any other remedies imposed herein. 

 

§ 17. Severability 

 

In the event that any part or portion of this code is declared invalid for any reason, all the other 

provisions of this code shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

§ 18. Terms and Provisions 

 



12 

 

A. Where terms are specifically defined or the meaning of such terms are clearly indicated by 

their context, that meaning is to be used in the interpretation of this code.  

B. Where terms are not specifically defined and such terms are defined in the Charter and 

Municipal Code of the Town of Newington, such terms shall have the same meaning for 

the interpretation and enforcement of this chapter.  

C. Where terms are not specifically defined in this chapter, they shall have their ordinarily 

accepted meaning or such meaning as the context may imply. 

D. The provisions of this code shall not be construed to prevent the enforcement of other 

codes, ordinances or regulations of the Town of Newington. 

E. In any case where a provision of this code is found to be in conflict with a provision of any 

zoning, building, fire, safety or health ordinance, regulation or other provision of the 

Charter and Municipal Code of the Town of Newington or the State of Connecticut, the 

provision which establishes the higher standard for the promotion and protection of the 

health and safety of the people of the Town of Newington shall prevail. 
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DRAFT 7-7-16 (Redline Version) 
 

 

The Newington Town Council repealed Chapter 182 of the Code and adopted the Blighted 

Premises Code on 7/24/12. 

                                                                                                                                                

TOWN OF NEWINGTON 

BLIGHTED PREMISES CODE 
 

§ 1. Title 

 

This chapter shall be known as the “Blighted Premises Code of the Town of Newington” (“the 

code”) and the standards established by this code shall be referred to as and constitute the 

minimum property standards of the Town of Newington (“Town”). 

 

§ 2. Intent and Authority 

 

A. This code is intended to protect, preserve and promote public health, safety and 

welfare; to prevent and control the incidence of communicable disease; and to reduce 

environmental hazards to health, safety and welfare, insofar as they are affected by the 

maintenance of residential and non-residential structures, equipment and premises as provided 

by this code. This code is further intended to provide minimum standards governing the 

condition, occupancy and maintenance of occupied and unoccupied premises and establish 

reasonable safeguards for the health, safety and welfare of the occupants and users of said 

premises, the community and the general public. This code is intended to maintain and 

preserve the beauty of the neighborhoods and to allow for control of blighted premises.  

 

B. This code shall establish minimum standards and responsibilities for the maintenance of 

all premises and delegates administrative responsibility and enforcement powers and creates 

enforcement procedures. 

 

C. This code is adopted in accordance with the provisions of Connecticut General Statutes 

§7-148 (c)(7)(H)(XV), § 7-148aa, 7-148ff, 7-148gg and 7-152c and further incorporates all 

authority and power that currently or in the future is conferred under Connecticut General 

Statutes, and as the statutes may be amended. 

 

§ 3. Scope of Provisions 

 

A. Applicability. 

1. This code shall apply uniformly to the maintenance, use and occupancy of all 

premises now in existence or hereafter constructed, maintained or modified and 

shall include: 
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a. Dwellings or dwelling units, including one-family and two-family dwellings and 

buildings with multiple-unit dwellings; 

b. Lots, plots or parcels of land whether vacant or occupied; 

c. Buildings of non-dwelling use, including commercial properties and mixed use 

properties that may include one or more dwelling units; 

d. Accessory structures to any building; 

e. All apartments, boarding houses, group homes, lodging houses, rooming houses, 

tenement houses and unrelated family units. 

 

2. This code shall not apply to public property. 

 

 § 4. Definitions 

 

The following definitions apply to this chapter. 

 

1. Accessory structure shall mean a structure, the use of which is customarily incidental and 

subordinate to that of principal building, structure or use on the same lot. 

 

1.2. Abandon shall mean to cease to maintain, to leave,_________, to give up control; 

something that has not been used on a public highway for a length of time, has not been 

kept in good physical condition, whether it is registered or not, or the length of time that it 

has not been used for the puto give up control, cease to maintain, for vehicles the physical 

condition, the length of time since it was last used on the public highway, whether or not it 

is registered, for vehicles and/or other things not required to be registered or not normally 

used on the public highways, the physical condition, the length of time since it was last used 

for the purpose intended.   

 

2.3. Blighted premises shall mean: 

 

A. Any building or structure, or any part of a structure that is a separate unit, or a parcel of 

land or premises, or any necessary structure, or fence, where at least one of the following 

conditions exists: 

1. The Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer determines that existing conditions pose 

a serious threat to the health, safety and welfare of town citizenry; 

2. It is not being maintained, as evidenced by the existence, to a significant degree, of 

one or more of the following conditions: 

a. Missing, broken or boarded windows or doors; 

b. Collapsing or deteriorating exterior walls, shutters, roofs, stairs, porches, 

handrails, railings, basement hatchways, chimneys, flues, or floors; 

c.  Exterior walls which contain holes, breaks, loose or rotting materials or 

which are not properly surface coated to prevent deterioration; 

d. Foundation walls which contain open cracks and breaks; 
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e. Overhang extensions, including but not limited to canopies, marquees, signs, 

awnings, stairways, fire escapes, standpipes and exhaust ducts which contain 

rust or other decay; 

f.    Chimneys and similar appurtenances which are in a state of disrepair; 

g. Insect screens which contain tears or ragged edges; 

h. GarbageRefuse, rubbish, trash or debris trash improperly stored or 

accumulated on the premises, or abandoned abandoned vehicles machinery 

on the premises vehicles, machinery and/or watercraft on the premises. 

(unless the premises is a junkyard licensed by the State of Connecticut); 

i.h.    Overgrown grass or weeds at least one foot in height; allowed to reach and 

remain at a height of 12” (one foot) or more for a period of 7 days. 

j.i.    Vermin and/or animal infestations;  

j.  In the case of a fence, broken or rotted sections boards or in an 

otherwise dilapidated condition; or  

k. Inground or above ground In ground or above ground sswimming pools with 

standing water and/or which are in a state of disrepair. 

3. Any other exterior condition reflecting a level of maintenance which is not in keeping 

with community standards or which constitutes a blighting factor for adjacent 

property owners or occupiers or which is an element leading to the progressive 

deterioration of the neighborhood. 

4. It is attracting illegal activity as documented in Police Department records; 

5. It is a fire hazard as determined by the Fire Marshal or as documented in the Fire 

Department records; and/or 

6. It is a factor creating a substantial and unreasonable interference with the use and 

enjoyment of other premises within the surrounding area as documented by 

neighborhood complaints, police reports, the cancellation of insurance on proximate 

properties; or similar circumstances. 

B. Blighted premises shall not include any such building, structure or parcel of land located 

on any active farm or Municipal, State and Federal public property.  

 

3.4. Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall mean an individual or individuals 

appointed by the Town Manager to inspect and re-inspect blighted premises, issue notice of 

violation warning letters in accordance with § 10 of this Code, and issue citations for 

violations of this Code in accordance with § 11 of this Code. Said individual shall not be the 

Town Manager or a Citation Hearing Officer. 

 

4.5. Citation Hearing Officer shall mean an individual or individuals appointed by the Town 

Manager to conduct hearings authorized by this chapter.  

Said appointment shall be for a term of two (2) years. 

 

5.6. Community standard shall mean a judgment by a reasonable member of the 

community. 

 

7. Connecticut General Statutes shall include any applicable amendments. 
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8. Days shall mean calendar days and shall not include the day of receipt of the notice.  

 

9. Debris shall mean material which is incapable of immediately performing the function for 

which it was designed including, but not limited to abandoned, discarded or unused objects, 

parts of automobiles, furniture, appliances, cans, boxes, bags, scrap metal, tires, batteries, 

containers, garbage, rubbish, refuse, machinery and vehicles. 

 

10. Abandoned: The intent of the owner of a motor vehicle not to use the motor vehicle on the 

public highways. The intent of the owner of the motor vehicle may be determined by the 

physical condition of the motor vehicle, the statements of the owner of the motor vehicle, 

the length of time since the motor vehicle was last used on the public highway and whether 

the motor vehicle is registered or unregistered. With respect to motor vehicles not required 

to be registered or motor vehicles not customarily used on the public highway, the intent of 

the owner may be determined by the physical condition of the motor vehicle, the length of 

time since it was last used for the purpose intended and the statements of the 

owner.Inoperable shall mean a motor vehicle which is incapable of being legally operated 

on public roads w/o major work or modification.  Missing parts, broken or severely 

damaged components shall be prima facie evidence of inoperability. 

 

11. Junked shall mean a motor vehicle located on the premises which is inoperable, this 

definition shall also include parts of motor vehicles or iron, metal, glass, paper, cordage or 

other or waste or discarded or secondhanded materials which have been a part or intended 

to be a part of any motor vehicle.  

 

12. Machinery shall mean an assemblage of parts that transmits forces, motor and energy, one 

to another in a predetermined maneuver; a mechanically, electrically or electronically 

operated device for performing a task; an instrument designed to transmit or modify the 

application of force, power or motion. 

 

13. Motorcycle shall mean a motor vehicle, with or without a side car, having not more than 

three wheels in contact with the ground and a saddle or seat on which the rider sits or a 

platform on which the rider stands, including motor scooters or bicycles with an attached 

motor.  

 

14. Motor Home shall mean a vehicular unit designed to provide living quarters and necessary 

amenities which are built into an integral part of, or permanently attached to, a truck or van 

chassis, including campers and conveyor trailers.   

 

15. Motor Vehicle shall mean any vehicle propelled or drawn by any power other than 

muscular, any device suitable for the conveyance of, drawing or other transportation of 

persons or property, whether operated on wheels, runners a cushion of air or by any other 

means. 
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6.16. Legal occupancy shall mean occupancy in accordance with state building and fire codes, 

local zoning regulations, local housing ordinances and all other pertinent codes. 

 

7.17. Neighborhood shall mean an area of the Town comprising all premises or parcels of 

land, any part of which is within a radius of 1,000 feet of any part of another parcel or lot 

within the Town. 

 

8.18. Owner/occupier shall mean any person, institution, foundation, entity or authority 

which owns, leases, rents, possesses, or is responsible for property within the Town.  

 

19. Person shall include any individual, corporation, limited liability company, association, 

copartner ship, company, form, business trust or other aggregation of individuals but does 

not include the state or any political subdivision thereof, unless the context clearly states or 

requires.  

 

20. Premises shall mean any building, structure, land or portion thereof, including all 

appurtenances, owned or controlled by a person. 

 

21. Proximate property shall mean any premises or parcel of land within one thousand (1,000) 

feet of the boundary of a blighted premise.Public property shall mean any building, 

structure or parcel of land owned by the United States, State of Connecticut or Town of 

Newington.  

 

22. Recreational Vehicle shall mean a motor vehicle of the type designed for off the road uses 

for recreation, entertainment or pleasure and which is not authorized by State to be 

operated on public streets and highways, including but not limited to minibikes, ATV’s, trail 

bikes, dune buggies, snowmobiles and swamp buggies.   

 

23. Refuse shall mean all putrescible and non-putrescible solids including garbage, rubbish, 

ashes and dead animals.  These terms shall include paper, rags, cartons, boxes, wood, 

excelsior, rubber, leather, tree branches, yard trimmings and other combustible waste 

materials.   

 

24. Rubbish shall mean non putrescible solid wastes consisting of both (a) combustible wastes 

such as batteries, paint scrapings, paper, cardboard, plastic containers, yard clippings and 

wood; and (b) noncombustible wastes such as tin cans, tires, glass, crockery, metal and used 

automotive parts, cold ashes, junk, discarded containers, dust, sweepings, wastepaper, 

boxes, crates, rags, clothing, textiles, glass, crockery and similar waste materials ordinarily 

accumulated in and around residential premises.   

 

25. Snowmobile shall mean a vehicle for traveling on ice or snow.  

 

26. Trailer shall mean any rubber-tired vehicle without motive power drawn or propelled by a 

motor vehicle.  
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27. Truck shall mean a motor vehicle designed, used or maintained primarily for the 

transportation of property; a motor vehicle with an enclosed forward passenger 

compartment and an open rearward compartment used for the transportation of property.   

 

9.28. Utility Trailer shall mean a trailer designed and used to transport personal property 

materials or equipment, whether or not permanently affixed to the bed of the trailer.   

Vacant shall mean a period of 60 days or longer during which a building or structure or part 

thereof is not legally occupied by human beings. 

 

Vacant parcel shall mean a parcel of land with no structure(s) thereon 

29. Waste shall mean land clearing debris and waste resulting directly from demolition 

activities other than clean fill, household items including but not limited to sofas, 

mattresses, furniture, machinery and/or appliances.   

 

30. Watercraft shall mean a ship, vessel boat or craft capable of being used for water transport 

with or without a motor. 

 

10.31. Yard Vegetation shall mean grass, weeds, garden plants, shrubs, leaves, branches, 

limbs, brush and similar materials grown on and/or emanating from the premises.  

 

§ 5. Signs, Awnings and Marquees 

 

A. Signs. All permanent signs and billboards exposed to public view permitted by reason of 

other ordinances or laws shall be maintained in good repair. Any signs which have 

excessively weathered or faded or those upon which the paint has excessively peeled or 

cracked or whose supporting members have deteriorated shall be removed forthwith or 

put into a good state of repair by the owner/occupier.  

B. Awnings and marquees. Any awning or marquee and its accompanying structural member 

which extends over any street, sidewalk or other portion of the premises shall be 

maintained in good repair and shall not constitute a nuisance or a safety hazard. In the 

event that such awnings or marquees are not properly maintained in accordance with the 

foregoing, they shall, together with their supporting members, be removed forthwith. In 

the event that said awnings or marquees are made of cloth, plastic or of similar materials, 

said cloth or plastic where exposed to public view shall be maintained in good condition 

and shall not show evidence of excessive weathering, ripping, tearing or other holes. 

Nothing herein shall be construed to authorize any encroachment on streets, sidewalks or 

other parts of the public domain. 

 

§ 6. Removal of Weeds and Similar Vegetation 

 

A. Every owner/occupier of properties upon which a building exists, or who is in possession 

of a vacant lot in an approved subdivision which fronts on a paved public road and to 

which a public water and/or public sewer lateral has been provided, shall cut, to a height 
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of not more than one foot, all grass, weeds and similar vegetation not planted as a crop to 

be harvested or for ornamental purposes . 

B. Every owner/occupier of property shall keep his property free from vegetation of any type 

which, based on the reasonable opinion of the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer, is 

injurious to public health. 

C. Any violation of § 6A or 6B shall constitute a nuisance which may be abated by the town 

at the expense of the owner/occupier or any one or more of them to whom the Blighted 

Premises Enforcement Officer has given not less than 10 days written notice of intention 

to abate such nuisance. Such expense may be collected by the Town in a civil action 

against any one or more of the above-named persons responsible thereoffore. 

 

§ 7. Solid Waste, Storage and Littering 

 

A. Accumulation restricted. It shall be unlawful for an owner/occupier to allow solid waste to 

accumulate on premises in the town in such a manner as to create an offensive, unsightly 

or unsanitary condition. 

B. Storage requirements. In the event that property usage would result in the stacking or 

piling of materials, including equipment and appliances, even if wanted and useful, they 

must be so arranged as to prohibit the creation of a blighting factor to their neighbors. 

Furthermore, all useful, wanted material, including equipment and appliances, stored out 

of doors shall be stored in an orderly fashion and, to the extent reasonably feasible, shall 

be located in the rear yard and not visible from the adjacent public street for no longer 

than 60 days. 

§ 8. Blighted Premises List 

 

A. No owner/occupier of real property within the Town shall cause or allow blighted 

premises to be created nor shall any owner/occupier allow the continued existence of 

blighted premises.  

B. Blighted Premises List 

1. Upon enactment of this ordinance, the Town Manager shall request that all Town 

department heads report any property of which they are aware which appears to 

be blighted, as defined by this ordinance. Such reports shall be submitted within 

thirty (30) days of the Town Manager’s request.  

2. The Town Manager shall use all available relevant information to complete a list of 

blighted properties to be known as the Blighted Premises List. 

3. The Town Manager shall maintain and update the Blighted Premises List.   

4. At least ten days prior to placing a property on the Blighted Premises List, the 

Town Manager shall provide written notice to the owner/occupier of the subject 

property of the intended placement. Said written notice shall indicate the 

conditions on said property that shall cause placement on the Blighted Premises 

List, unless corrected, and the steps necessary for removal from said List. 

C. For the purpose of documenting continuous blighted conditions, the Blighted Premises 

Enforcement Officer shall undertake regular inspections of all properties that are: 

1 on the Blighted Premises List, or 

Formatted: Font: Calibri

Formatted: Font: Calibri

Formatted: Font: Calibri



8 

 

2 actively under a Notice of Violation of Warning Letter in accordance with § 10 of 

this Code, or 

3 actively under a Citation in accordance with § 11 of this Code. 

 

The Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall have all power and authority prescribed 

by Connecticut General Statutes to enter a suspected Blighted Premises or a designated 

Blighted Premises for purposes of performing his duties hereunder. 

 

§ 9. Removal from Blighted Premises List 

 

A. If the owner/occupier of a property that is included on the Blighted Premises List has 

remedied the conditions that caused the property to be placed on the Blighted Premises 

List, and no other blighted condition exists on the property, the owner/occupier may 

make written request to the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer requesting 

inspection of the property. The Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall inspect the 

property within five days of receipt of the written request for the purpose of 

determining whether the blighted conditions on the property no longer exist. Within ten 

(10) days of the inspection, the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall provide a 

copy of the written report of his/her inspection of the property to the owner/occupier. 

B. If after inspection of a property that is on the Blighted Premises List, the Blighted 

Premises Enforcement Officer determines that the conditions that caused the premises 

to be placed on the List have been remedied, and that no other blighted condition exists 

on the premises, then the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall provide written 

notice to the Town Manager that the premises is no longer a Blighted premises along 

with a copy of his/her written report of inspection of the  premises. Upon receipt of a 

determination that a premises is no longer a Blighted premises, the Town Manager shall 

remove the premises from the Blighted Premises List, with written confirmation to the 

owner/occupier. 

 

§ 810. Complaints - - Notice of Violation Warning Letter 

 

 Any person or legal entity, including but not limited to a civic organization, municipal 

agency, or town employee may report a complaint of violation of this ordinance with the 

Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer Town Manager’s Office.  Verbal complaints shall 

be reduced to writing by the Town Manager’s Office.. . The Blighted Premises 

Enforcement Officer shall determine the priority of all Blighted Premises Enforcement 

actions and deal with the accordingly as follows: 

 Violations that post an immediate danger to the public health, safety and general welfare 

of the community. 

 Proactive enforcement programs initiated by the Town Council, Town Manager or 

Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer. 

A. Reactive or complaint based enforcement programs. 

1. 4. Those associated with neighbor and/or civil disputes shall receive the lowest priority. 
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B.A. The Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer, upon his or her determination that there is 

a violation of this code, shall forward a notice of violation warning letter to the 

owner/occupier at the time such determination has been made and shall include the 

property for consideration of inclusion on the Blighted Premises List. Such a notice of 

violation warning letter from the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall be issued 

prior to issuing a citation. Such notice of violation warning letter shall include: 

1. A description of the real estate sufficient for identification, specifying the 

violation(s) which is alleged to exist and the remedial action required; 

2. A due date, within a reasonable time, for the performance of any act required to 

remedy the violation; and what action needs to be taken to remedy the violation; 

and  

3. The amount of the civil penalties/fines, liens, special assessments, costs or fees 

that may be imposed for noncompliance. 

4. Contact information for the Town Director of Human Services for the purpose of 

encouraging social work assistance to those in need.  

C.B. The owner/occupier may not contest a notice of violation warning letter before a 

Citation Hearing Officer. 

D.C. Delivery of a notice of violation warning letter or citation to the owner/occupier shall be 

by one or more of the following methods: 

1. By personal delivery to the owner/occupier or by leaving the notice of violation 

warning letter or citation at the usual place of abode of the owner/occupier with a 

person of suitable age and discretion; 

2. By certified, registeredr or regular mail addressed to the owner/occupier at his last 

known address, with postage prepared thereon; or  

3. By posting and keeping posted for 24 hours a copy of the notice of violation 

warning letter or citation in placard form in a conspicuous place on the premises. 

 

§ 911. Enforcement by Citation 

 

A. If the corrective actions specified in the notice of violation warning letter are not taken 

the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer or his/her designee shall issue a written 

citation to the owner/occupier. 

B. A citation shall be in writing and include: 

1. A description of the real estate sufficient for identification, specifying the 

violation(s)  which is alleged to exist and the remedial action required; 

2. Detailed information regarding the contents of the notice of violation warning 

letter (which may be a copy of such notice of violation warning letter) and the 

failure of the owner/occupier to take the corrective actions specified therein; 

3. Notice of potential liens that may be asserted by the Town pursuant to § 14 of this 

Code. 

4. The amount of the civil penalties/fines, special assessments, costs or fees due for 

noncompliance; and  

5. Contact information for the Town Director of Human Services for the purpose of 

encouraging social work assistance to those in need. 
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6. A statement that the owner/occupier may contest his liability and request a 

hearing before the Citation Hearing Officer by delivering in person or by mail 

written notice of objection within ten (10) days of the date of receipt of the 

citation. 

C. Delivery of the citation shall be by the manner provided in § 10 8 D. 

 

§ 102. Hearing 

 

A. An owner/occupier may request a hearing after receiving a citation. Said owner/occupier 

must make his/her request for a hearing within ten (10) days of his/her receipt of the 

citation. 

B. The Citation Hearing Officer is designated to conduct hearings in accordance with Conn. 

Gen. Stat. Sec. 7-152c when requested by an owner/occupier who has been cited under 

this chapter.  

C. If the owner/occupier who was sent a written citation pursuant to § 11 of this Code 

wishes to admit liability and agree to perform all remediation work for any alleged 

violation(s), he/she may, without requesting a hearing, pay the full amount of the 

assessed civil penalties/fines, special assessments, costs or fees in person or by mail to the 

Town Manager. Such payment shall be inadmissible in any proceeding, civil or criminal, to 

establish the conduct of such person or other person making the payment. Any 

owner/occupier who does not deliver or mail written demand for a hearing within ten 

days of the date of receipt of the citation shall be deemed to have admitted liability, and 

the Town Manager shall certify such person’s failure to respond to the Citation Hearing 

Officer. The Citation Hearing Officer shall thereupon enter and affirm the civil 

penalties/fines, special assessments, costs or fees provided for by the code and shall 

follow the procedures set forth in Conn. Gen. Stat. Sec. 7-152c (f). 

D. Any owner/occupier who requests a hearing shall be given written notice of the date, 

time and place for the hearing. Such hearing shall be held not less than fifteen days nor 

more than thirty days from the date of the mailing of notice, provided the Citation 

Hearing Officer shall grant upon good cause shown any reasonable request by any 

interested party for postponement or continuance. An original or certified copy of the 

initial notice of violation issued by the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall be filed 

and retained by the Town, and shall be deemed to be a business record within the scope 

of Conn. Gen. Stat. Sec. 52-180 and evidence of the facts contained therein. The presence 

of the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall be required at the hearing if such 

person so requests. A person wishing to contest his/her liability shall appear at the 

hearing and shall present evidence. A designated Town official, other than the Citation 

Hearing Officer, shall present evidence on behalf of the Town. If the owner/occupier who 

requested the hearing fails to appear, the Citation Hearing Officer may enter a default 

against him/her upon a finding of proper notice and liability under this ordinance. At the 

hearing the Citation Hearing Officer shall accept relevant evidence that may include 

copies of police reports, investigatory and citation reports, and other documents. The 

Citation Hearing Officer shall conduct the hearing in the order and form and with such 

methods of proof as is fair, reasonable and appropriate. The rules regarding the 
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admissibility of evidence shall not be strictly applied, but all testimony shall be given 

under oath or affirmation. The Citation Hearing Officer shall provide a decision upon 

within fourteen (14) days following the completion of the hearing.  If the Citation Hearing 

Officer determines that the person is not liable under the citation, the Citation Hearing 

Officer shall dismiss the matter and enter his/her determination in writing accordingly. If 

the Citation Hearing Officer determines that the person is liable under the violation, the 

Citation Hearing Officer shall enter his/her determination in writing accordingly and 

include any assessment of civil penalties/fines, special assessments, costs or fees against 

such person as apply, and shall further provide a copy of his written decision to the Town 

Manager for his review under Section 8B of this Code. 

 

§ 11. Appointment of Citation Hearing Officers 

 

The Town Manager shall appoint three residents to serve as the Citation Hearing Officers 

pursuant to § 182-5 of Newington Code of Ordinances. Said residents shall not be the Town 

Manager, a police officer or employee or person who issues citations, zoning enforcement 

officer, or blighted premises enforcement officer or other code compliance authority. Said 

appointment shall be for a term of two (2) years. 

 

§ 12. Penalties for Offenses - - Prejudgment Lien 

 

A. The owner/occupier of premises where a violation of any of the provisions of this code 

shall exist or who shall maintain any building or premises in which such violation exist 

may: 

1. Be assessed a civil penalty/fine of not more than $100 for each violation. Each 

day that a violation exists after a citation as described in § 11 is given to the 

owner/occupier shall constitute a new violation and a civil penalty may be 

imposed for such violation; and/or 

2. Be required to abate the violation at the owner/occupier’s expense.  

3. Be subject to the town’s remediation of the blighted condition and assessing the 

costs of said remediation against the subject property by levying a lien on the 

subject real estate property. 

4. Be subject to special assessment pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. Sec. 7-148ff. 

B. Once a finding by the Citation Hearing Officer is made that a person is in violation as 

provided by Section 12 above, a prejudgment lien on the real property that is the subject 

of the violation may be imposed by the Town for any unpaid civil penalty imposed by the 

Town pursuant to the provisions of this code which is adopted pursuant to Conn. Gen. 

Stat. Sec. 7-148 (c)(7)(H)(xv) and shall constitute a lien upon the real estate against which 

the civil penalty was imposed from the date of such civil penalty. Each such lien shall be 

continued, recorded and released in the manner provided by the general statutes for 

continuing, recording and releasing property tax liens. Each such lien may be enforced in 

the same manner as property tax liens, including foreclosure of the real property. 

C. Where the Blighted Enforcement Officer has determined that a blighted condition exists 

as defined by this code, the Town Manager may order the remediation of the blighted 
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condition and assess the costs against the subject real estate property in the form of lien 

which shall be recorded in the land records in the same manner as provided in § 12 B.  

D. In addition to all other remedies and any civil penalties/fine, special assessments or lien 

imposed herein, the provisions of this code may be enforced by injunctive proceedings in 

the superior court. The Town may recover from such owner/occupier any and all costs 

and fees, including reasonable attorney’s fees, expended by the Town in enforcing the 

provisions of this code.  

 

§ 135. Appeals - - Special Consideration 

 

A. Any person aggrieved by any order, requirement or decision of the Citation Hearing 

Officer may take an appeal in accordance with Conn. Gen. Stat. § 7-152c (g).  

B. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, special consideration may be given to 

individuals who demonstrate that the violation results from an inability to maintain an 

owner-occupied residence and no person with that ability resides therein.  Such special 

consideration shall be limited to the reduction or elimination of civil penalties/fines, 

special assessments and/or an agreement that the Town or its agents may perform the 

necessary work and place a lien against the premises for the cost thereof in accordance 

with the provisions of this code.  

  

§ 14. Blighted Premises List 

 

A. No owner/occupier of real property within the Town shall cause or allow blighted 

premises to be created nor shall any owner/occupier allow the continued existence of 

blighted premises.  

B. Blighted Premises List 

1. The Town Manager shall use all available relevant information to complete a list of 

blighted properties to be known as the Blighted Premises List. 

2. The Town Manager shall maintain and update the Blighted Premises List.   

3. At least ten days prior to placing a property on the Blighted Premises List, the 

Town Manager shall provide written notice to the owner/occupier of the subject 

property of the intended placement. Said written notice shall indicate the 

conditions on said property that shall cause placement on the Blighted Premises 

List, unless corrected, and the steps necessary for removal from said List. 

C. For the purpose of documenting continuous blighted conditions, the Blighted Premises 

Enforcement Officer shall undertake regular inspections of all properties that are: 

1 on the Blighted Premises List, or 

2 actively under a Notice of Violation of Warning Letter in accordance with § 8 of 

this Code, or 

3 actively under a Citation in accordance with § 9 of this Code. 

 

The Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall have all power and authority prescribed 

by Connecticut General Statutes to enter a suspected Blighted Premises or a designated 

Blighted Premises for purposes of performing his duties hereunder. 
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§15. Removal from Blighted Premises List 

 

A. If the owner/occupier of a property that is included on the Blighted Premises List has 

remedied the conditions that caused the property to be placed on the Blighted Premises 

List, and no other blighted condition exists on the property, the owner/occupier may 

make written request to the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer requesting 

inspection of the property. The Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall inspect the 

property within five days of receipt of the written request for the purpose of 

determining whether the blighted conditions on the property no longer exist. Within ten 

(10) days of the inspection, the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall provide a 

copy of the written report of his/her inspection of the property to the owner/occupier. 

C.B. If after inspection of a property that is on the Blighted Premises List, the Blighted 

Premises Enforcement Officer determines that the conditions that caused the premises 

to be placed on the List have been remedied, and that no other blighted condition exists 

on the premises, then the Blighted Premises Enforcement Officer shall provide written 

notice to the Town Manager that the premises is no longer a Blighted premises along 

with a copy of his/her written report of inspection of the  premises. Upon receipt of a 

determination that th at a premises is no longer a Blighted premises, the Town Manager 

shall remove the premises from the Blighted Premises List, with written confirmation to 

the owner/occupier 

 

B. . 

  

§ 16.  Report to Town Council 

 

The Town Manager shall report, at least annually, to the Council on the Blighted Premises List 

and the civil penalties/fines, special assessments, liens or any other remedies imposed herein. 

 

§ 17. Severability 

 

In the event that any part or portion of this code is declared invalid for any reason, all the other 

provisions of this code shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

§ 18. Terms and Provisions 

 

A. Where terms are specifically defined or the meaning of such terms are clearly indicated by 

their context, that meaning is to be used in the interpretation of this code.  

B. Where terms are not specifically defined and such terms are defined in the Charter and 

Municipal Code of the Town of Newington, such terms shall have the same meaning for 

the interpretation and enforcement of this chapter.  

C. Where terms are not specifically defined in this chapter, they shall have their ordinarily 

accepted meaning or such meaning as the context may imply. 
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D. The provisions of this code shall not be construed to prevent the enforcement of other 

codes, ordinances or regulations of the Town of Newington. 

E. In any case where a provision of this code is found to be in conflict with a provision of any 

zoning, building, fire, safety or health ordinance, regulation or other provision of the 

Charter and Municipal Code of the Town of Newington or the State of Connecticut, the 

provision which establishes the higher standard for the promotion and protection of the 

health and safety of the people of the Town of Newington shall prevail. 
 

 



TOWN OF NEWINGTON 
131 CEDAR STREET 

 NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06111 

OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER 

Phone: (860) 665-8510   Fax: (860) 665-8507 
townmanager@newingtonct.gov 

www.newingtonct.gov 

Tanya D. Lane 
Town Manager 

 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Newington Town Council 

From: Jaime Trevethan, Asst. to the Town Manager (on behalf of Tanya D. Lane, 

Town Manager) 

Date: August 01, 2016 

Re: Proposed Ordinance Amendment: Section 8, Article VI, “Environmental 
Quality Commission” 

Recently, members of the Town Council, Environmental Quality Commission and members of 
the public brought forth an issue with maintaining membership and a quorum for the 
Environmental Quality Commission.  Therefore, a request was made to consider revising the 
original 1987 ordinance to address the membership issues and update the language. 
 
Deficiencies in the Current Ordinance (effective October 27, 1987) 
1) The current ordinance calls for 11 members.  The commission has had a difficult time 

appointing members and maintaining a quorum. 
2) The makeup of the current ordinance calls for two members of the Fire Department, one from 

the Newington Volunteer Ambulance (now NEMS), two from “industry” who work or reside 
in Newington and six members of the public.  It also calls for two Council liaisons to the 
Committee.  This cumbersome setup makes it difficult to appoint and maintain membership. 

3) The word “industry” is vague and not defined in this ordinance.  Chapter 332 (Refuse and 
Recyclables) defines “industry” as the manufacture, milling, assembly, or warehousing of a 
product, the maintenance and/or storage of commercial vehicles or construction equipment, 
quarrying, or other extractive activities.  However, the Local Emergency Planning 
Committee identifies “industry” as tier II organizations as per the EPA. 

4) The term length of two years may be insufficient given both the difficulty of recruiting 
membership and the requirement that the committee only meet a minimum of once per year.  
A two-year member may only meet twice before his/her term ends.  This would also make it 
difficult for members to achieve a learning curve for the topics at hand. 

5) The current ordinance calls for the Town Manager and a CCHD rep to act as ex officio 
members of the Commission but does not call for any employees to staff the Commission.  
Typically, board and commissions are assigned a staff member to facilitate meeting, 
communication and follow-up. 

 
 
 



Recommended Amendments (in order of the current language) 
1) Define “industry”.  Per Fire Marshal Chris Schroeder, the Local Emergency Planning 

Committee defines “industry” as tier II organizations per the EPA.  A definition of this term 
has been included in the draft language. 

2) Remove the required NEMS and NVFD membership. Fire Marshal Schroeder believes that 
NVFD may have been included in the original ordnance because the Fire Department used to 
handle issues with underground storage tanks.  They no longer do so and the Fire Marshal 
would be able to advise the Commission members about any incident concerning the Fire 
Department. 

3) Decrease the public membership from six to five.  This will bring the total membership from 
11 to 7. 

4) Define “industry”.  The Local Emergency Planning Committee defines “industry” as tier II 
organizations per the EPA.  A definition of this term has been included in the draft language. 

5) Increase term length from two to four years. 
6) Remove the provision for the Town Manager and CCHD staff to serve as ex officio members 

and replace it with a provision in which either the Town Manager or his/her designee staffs 
the Commission. 

 
Town Attorney Ben Ancona has reviewed the proposed draft.  This item will be on the August 9 
Town Council meeting for discussion.  If the Council concurs with the attached changes then the 
ordinance may be introduced and a public hearing may be set at a future Council meeting.   
 
Attach. 
 
 



ARTICLE VI 

Environmental Quality Commission 

DRAFT 7-14-16 (Clean Version) 

 

§ 8-19 Establishment.  

There is hereby established an Environmental Quality Commission (hereafter referred to as "the 

Commission") for the purposes stated herein, which shall be appointed and organized and shall 

have the duties and powers as hereinafter set forth. 

§ 8-20 Purpose.  

The Commission shall be responsible for responding to and making appropriate 

recommendations or referrals to the Town Council and Town Manager affecting environmental 

concerns and the quality of life in the Town of Newington, including but not limited to hazardous 

materials in the community, ordinances involving hazardous materials, hazardous materials 

collection day, landfill, underground storage tanks, and developing policies affecting the 

environmental quality of Newington. A report shall be made to the Council annually. 

§ 8-21 Definitions.  

Industry shall mean organizations and businesses with hazardous chemicals above certain 

quantities, which are required by the US Environmental Protection Agency to submit 

Emergency and Hazardous Chemical Inventory Forms annually to local fire departments, Local 

Emergency Planning Committees (LEPC) and State Emergency Response Commissions (SERCs) 

to help those agencies plan for and respond to chemical emergencies, pursuant to, 42 U.S.C. 

§ 8-22 Membership. 

A.  

The Commission shall consist of  7 individuals of the Town, appointed by the Town Council. Said 

individuals shall be appointed for four-year terms. Terms shall expire November 30 of odd-

numbered years. 

B.  

The Commission shall be comprised of the following:two representatives from industry who work 

or reside in Town; five representatives from the public and two representatives from the Town 

Council shall serve as liaisons. 

The Town Manager or his/her designee shall serve as the staff member for this Commission. 

 



§ 8-23 Meetings.  

This Commission shall meet at least once a year. Meetings may be called by the Chairman or by 

petition of any three members. 

 



ARTICLE VI 

Environmental Quality Commission 

DRAFT 7-14-16 (Redline Version) 

 

§ 8-19 Establishment.  

There is hereby established an Environmental Quality Commission (hereafter referred to as "the 

Commission") for the purposes stated herein, which shall be appointed and organized and shall 

have the duties and powers as hereinafter set forth. 

§ 8-20 Purpose.  

The Commission shall be responsible for responding to and making appropriate 

recommendations or referrals to the Town Council and Town Manager affecting environmental 

concerns and the quality of life in the Town of Newington, including but not limited to hazardous 

materials in the community, ordinances involving hazardous materials, hazardous materials 

collection day, landfill, underground storage tanks, and development developing policies 

affecting the environment environmental quality of Newington. A report shall be made to the 

Council annually. 

§ 8-21 Membership Definitions.  

Industry shall mean organizations and businesses with hazardous chemicals above certain 

quantities, which are required by the US Environmental Protection Agency to submit 

Emergency and Hazardous Chemical Inventory Forms annually to local fire departments, Local 

Emergency Planning Committees (LEPC) and State Emergency Response Commissions (SERCs) 

to help those agencies plan for and respond to chemical emergencies, pursuant to, 42 U.S.C. 

§ 8-22 Membership. 

A.  

The Commission shall consist of 11 7 individuals of the Town, appointed by the Town Council. 

Said individuals shall be appointed for four-year terms. , whose Tterms shall expire November 30 

of odd-numbered years. Said electors shall be appointed for two years thereafter. 

B.  

The Commission shall be comprised of the following: two representatives from the Newington 

Volunteer Fire Department; one representative from the Newington Volunteer Ambulance 

Corps; two representatives from industry who work or reside in Town; six five representatives 

from the public and two. Two representatives from the Town Council shall serve as liaisons. The 

Town Manager and a representative of the Central Connecticut Health District shall serve as ex 

officio members of this Commission.[1] 

[1]: 
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Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. III). 

The Town Manager or his/her designee shall serve as the staff member for this Commission. 

 

§ 8-22 23 Meetings.  

This Commission shall meet at least once a year. Meetings may be called by the Chairman or by 

petition of any three members. 
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TOWN OF NEWINGTON 
131 CEDAR STREET 

 NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06111 

OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER 

Phone: (860) 665-8510   Fax: (860) 665-8507 
townmanager@newingtonct.gov 

www.newingtonct.gov 

Tanya D. Lane 
Town Manager 

 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Newington Town Council 

From: Jaime Trevethan, Asst. to the Town Manager (on behalf of Tanya D. Lane, 

Town Manager) 

Date: August 04, 2016 

Re: Update:  Indian Hill Country Club Lease Agreement Extension 

There will be an item on the August 9, 2016 Town Council agenda to update the Town Council 
regarding the attached document entitled Agreement to Extend the June 19, 2015 Modification to 
the Parties’ October 16, 2001 Lease between the Town and the Indian Hill Country Club. 
 
Attach. 





TOWN OF NEWINGTON 
131 Cedar Street Newington, Connecticut 06111 

Parks & Recreation Department 

24 Hour Program Information: (860) 665-8686    Phone: (860) 665-8666    Fax: (860) 665-8739 
parksandrec@newingtonct.gov 

www.newingtonct.gov 

Tanya D. Lane 
Town Manager 

William A. DeMaio, CPRP 
Superintendent of Parks  

and Recreation 
 
August 04, 2016 
 
 
 
Dear Town Manager Lane and Town Council: 
 
The Newington Parks and Recreation administration has identified a potential grant opportunity 
from a company located in Newington on Fenn Road named Saputo Inc.  The $25,000 grant has a 
focus of healthy living.  I have had conversations with representatives from the grant 
organization.  It appears that outdoor exercise equipment may be perceived as a high ranking 
choice.  It is a competitive grant with no guarantees.  We are respectfully requesting both you and 
the Town Council grant us permission to apply for the grant.  Our plan is to install as many 
outdoor exercise pieces of equipment as possible.  Excavation of a rectangle about 29 feet by 33 
feet adjacent to the Mill Pond wading pool fence would have to be done.  There would be a 6 inch 
process base put down with a 6 inch concrete slab.  The slab would have 4 expansion joints 
installed, capped and made smooth for the users.  The equipment would then be bolted to the slab 
with expansion type concrete 5 inch bolts.   The grant requires a recognition sign to be installed 
for at least 10 years.  The exercise facility would enable the Newington Parks and Recreation 
Department to expand our program offerings and also augment our existing 14 adult exercise 
programs.  It also will allow residents to exercise for free any time, any day.  Depending on the 
cost of shipping and the exact pieces finally selected, the Newington Parks and Recreation 
Department may have to supplement the grant funds with approximately $6,000 of existing park 
improvement CIP funds.   
 
I hope you and the Council look favorably upon this grant opportunity.  This would be a great 
project for the Community as it would encourage more individuals to participate in a healthy 
activity, promote our local parks and trails, promote families to exercise together and encourage 
individuals to exercise more often.  The benefits of successful implementation would be an 
improvement in the health and well-being of area residents by giving the option of a free 
workout.                  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 

William A. DeMaio, CPRP 
Superintendent of Parks and Recreation 
www.newingtonct.gov/parksandrec  
Like us on Facebook! 

Building a Strong Community 













































TOWN OF NEWINGTON 
131 CEDAR STREET 

 NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06111 

OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER 

Phone: (860) 665-8510   Fax: (860) 665-8507 
townmanager@newingtonct.gov 

www.newingtonct.gov 

Tanya D. Lane 
Town Manager 

 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Newington Town Council 

From: Jaime Trevethan, Asst. to the Town Manager (on behalf of Tanya D. Lane, 

Town Manager) 

Date: August 02, 2016 

Re: Naming Request – Parks and Recreation Teen Center 

Recently, Mayor Zartarian received the attached request from Mr. Thomas Tallard regarding the 
naming of the Parks and Recreation Teen Center in his name.   
 
The Town Council has a procedure to consider facility naming requests as follows: 
 

1. The request is referred to the Town Council Naming Subcommittee 
2. The Subcommittee meets to consider the request pursuant to the attached naming 

guidelines. 
3. The Subcommittee reports to the Council with its recommendation. 
4. The Council takes action to accept or reject the Subcommittee’s recommendation. 

 
If the Council concurs, there will be an item on an upcoming agenda to refer this matter to the 
Subcommittee. 
 
Attach.   
 





























TOWN OF NEWINGTON 
131 CEDAR STREET 

NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06111 
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TOWN COUNCIL POLICY – Adopted February 13, 2007 
 
SUBJECT : Naming of Town Owned Property and Features 
 
PURPOSE : To establish a policy and procedure for the naming of all Town owned property, 

park lands, buildings, facilities and their respective features. 
 
APPLICABILITY : This policy shall apply to all Town-owned property (not including schools), 

park lands, buildings, facilities and their respective features.   
 
POLICY : It shall be the policy of the Town of Newington that the Town Council shall 
approve the naming of all Town owned property, park lands, buildings, facilities and their respective features.  
In accordance with its respective regulations, the Town Plan and Zoning Commission shall have exclusive 
authority to name public and private streets. 
 
The term “facility” for purposes of this policy shall mean any Town owned property, park land, building, 
facility and their respective features.  “Features” shall include but not be limited to components of the 
property such as rooms, fields, trails and other components of the facility. 
 
Preference shall be given to naming facilities after significant geographical, neighborhood and/ or historical 
elements.  On occasion, the Town Council may wish to acknowledge the activities and significant 
contributions made by individuals to the Town through the use of various naming options. 
 
Section I – Naming Principles 
 
The name given to a Town facility should: 
 

1. give a sense of place, continuity, belonging and celebrate distinguishing characteristics of Newington; 
2. maintain a long-standing identification with Newington residents; 
3. be understandable to the majority of Newington residents; and 
4. shall not be discriminatory or derogatory in nature. 

 
The Town of Newington shall choose names for Town owned property, park lands, buildings, facilities and 
their respective features based upon its relationship to the following: 
 

a) The area or neighborhood in which the facility is located; 
b) Natural or geological feature; 
c) An historical name related to Newington’s heritage and/ or historical folklore; 
d) An individual of international, national or state significance; or 
e) An individual for the purpose of recognizing (1) particular activities and significant contributions to 

the Newington community; (2) outstanding financial contributions made toward the development 
and/ or enhancement of a facility  

 
In all instances involving a business name, appropriate consideration shall be given to the nature of the 
business conducted by the subject business, its record of community involvement and/ or giving, its 
relationship to the Town and any controversy surrounding such business. 
 



 

 

Section II – Naming Process 
 
The Town Council shall designate by resolution the names of Town facilities.  The process for naming or 
renaming a Town facility may be initiated by a written proposal to the Town Manager stating how the 
proposed name(s) meet the criteria in Section I and a biographical outline of the individual.   
 
The Town Manager shall transmit the request to the Town Council, which upon receipt may be referred to a 
Town Council standing subcommittee for review and recommendation.  The Town Council Facilities Naming 
Subcommittee shall be comprised of three members appointed by the Town Council.  Such recommendation 
shall state how the proposed name(s) meet the criteria in Section I.  Public input shall be sought during the 
review process. 
 
The naming of a facility may occur upon the approval by majority vote of the Town Council.  In the event the 
naming is not approved by a majority vote of the Town Council, no further action on the proposed name shall 
be taken.  Substantially similar name applications shall not be submitted more than once during any twelve 
(12) month period, or more than three (3) times in total. 
 
Section III – Naming of Features 
 
The interior and/ or ancillary features of a facility may have names other than the entire facility.  The naming 
of such features shall be subject to the criteria set forth in Section I and the selection process outlined in 
Section II. 
 
Section IV – Renaming Procedure 
 
The naming of a facility shall be bestowed with the intention that it will be permanent.  Consequently, 
changes to a facility’s name shall be strongly resisted and discouraged.  Absent exceptional circumstances, 
only facilities named for an area or neighborhood, natural or geographical feature shall be considered for 
renaming.  Facilities named by deed restriction shall not be considered for renaming. 
 
Facilities named after individuals shall not be renamed unless it is found that the continued use of the name 
is not in the best interests of the community.   
 
The process for renaming a facility shall be the same for naming as set forth within this policy. 
 
Section V –Corporate Sponsorships 
 
Corporate sponsorship or naming rights may be considered when a corporation or business contributes 
either financially or in-kind to Town programs, services or facilities in return for recognition, public 
acknowledgement or other promotional considerations.  The Town Council reserves the right to reject offers 
of corporate sponsorship and/ or naming rights.  Corporate sponsorships or naming rights require a signed 
agreement which includes a sunset provision and specific parameters as to how the sponsor may utilize the 
Town of Newington’s name as well as how the corporate name or advertising brand will be used. 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Newington Town Council  

From: Jaime Trevethan, Asst. to the Town Manager (on behalf of Tanya D. Lane, 

Town Manager) 

Date: August 04, 2016 

Re: Consideration of Canceling the August 23, 2016 Regular Meeting 

The agenda setting committee requested to place an item on the August 9, 2016 Council agenda 
to consider canceling the August 23 regular meeting. The Council will need to consider waiving 
the rules at the August 9 meeting in order to take action on the attached cancellation resolution. 
 
The Council has the option to call a special meeting should an urgent issue arise.   
 
Attach. 
 
 



AGENDA ITEM: VIII.D______ 
 
        DATE:_8-9-16___________ 
 
        RESOLUTION NO._________ 
 
 

RESOLVED: 

That the Newington Town Council hereby alters its meeting schedule by canceling its 

Regular Meeting scheduled for August 23, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION BY:________________________ 
 
SECONDED BY:_____________________ 
 
VOTE:_____________________________ 







        AGENDA ITEM:_VIII.A.1.  ______       
 
        DATE:__8-9-16______________ 
 
        RESOLUTION NO._____________ 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Newington Town Council hereby accepts the resignation of Linda Woods from 
the Newington Historical Society and Trust, in accordance with a communication dated July 11, 
2016. 
 
 
MOTION BY:________________________ 
 
SECONDED BY:_____________________ 
 
VOTE:_____________________________ 
 
 
 
        AGENDA ITEM:_VIII.A.2.______ 
 
        DATE:__8-9-16______________ 
 
        RESOLUTION NO._____________ 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Newington Town Council hereby makes the following appointment: 
 
Newington Historical Society & Trust 
 
 

Name Address Party Term Replaces 
   IMMED.-11/30/16 L. Woods (resigned 

7/2016) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION BY:________________________ 
 
SECONDED BY:_____________________ 
 
VOTE:_____________________________ 
 



 
 
        AGENDA ITEM:  IX________ 
                 
        DATE:  8-9-16_________                
         

RESOLUTION NO.__________ 
 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
 That property tax refunds in the amount of $11,816.09      are hereby approved in the 

individual amounts and for those named on the “Requests for Refund of an Overpayment of 

Taxes,” certified by the Revenue Collector, a list of which is attached to this resolution.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION BY:________________________ 
 
SECONDED BY:_____________________ 
 
VOTE:_____________________________ 

  



 
 
 
 

TAX REFUNDS – August 9, 2016 
 
 
 

Putnam Leasing Company I LLC 
500 West Putnam Avenue 
Greenwich, CT 06830 

$11,816.09 

  
  
  
Total $11,816.09 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 


	A - NTC 8-9-16
	III P&R Proc
	VIA - Ord Intro Memo
	VIA - Ord Intro Process
	VIA - Ord Intro qMemo Previous
	VIA - Ord Intro Reso
	VIA - Ord yAmend Clean Draft
	VIA - Ord zAmended Redline
	VIIA - EQC Draft Ord aMemo
	VIIA - EQC Draft Ord Clean
	VIIA - EQC Draft Ord Redline
	VIIB - IHCC Memo
	VIIB - IHCC nInfo
	VIIC - Mill Pond Park Grant aMemo
	VIIC - Mill Pond Park Grant Funding Info
	VIID - Naming aMemo - Tallard
	VIID - Naming Info - Tallard
	VIID - Naming Policy
	VIIE - Cancel Meeting Memo
	VIIE - Cancel Meeting Reso
	VIIIA - Resignation Memo - WOods
	VIIIA - Resignation Reso
	X -Tax Refunds - August 9, 2016

