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TOWN OF NEWINGTON 

TOWN HALL RENOVATIONS PROJECT BUILDING COMMITTEE 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

November 16, 2016 

Town Hall Lower Level, Conference Room L101 

 

I. Call to Order – Mr. Miner called the meeting to order at 5:01 PM. 

 

II. Roll Call – Members present: Chris Miner, Chairperson; Dave Nagel, Jim 

Marocchini, Anthony Claffey, Joe Harpie, and Ed Murtha. Others present: Members 

of the public; Tanya Lane, Town Manager; Dave Langdon, Director of Facilities 

Management; and Jeff Baron, Director of Administrative Services. 

 

III. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes - Mr. Marocchini made a motion that the minutes 

of the November 9, 2016 meeting be approved as presented.  A second to the motion 

was made by Mr. Harpie. The motion passed by a vote of 6 YES to 0 NO. 

 

IV. Public Participation – Rose Lyons, 46 Elton Drive, on meeting notices, minutes, and 

the November 7th meeting. 

 

V. Executive Session Regarding Architect Selection – Mr. Harpie made a motion that 

the Committee go into Executive Session, to review and discuss RFP responses for 

Architectural Services, in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes sections 1-

200(6) and 1-210(b)(24); that attendance in the Executive Session shall be limited to 

voting and non-voting members of the Town Hall Renovation Project Building 

Committee, to include Town Manager Tanya Lane, Director of Facilities 

Management Dave Langdon, and Director of Administrative Services Jeff Baron.  

The motion received a second from Mr. Nagel. The motion passed by a vote of 6 YES 

to 0 NO at 5:05 PM. The Committee held its Executive Session in Room L100 of the 

Town Hall. Mr. Murtha made a motion that the Committee adjourn from Executive 

Session. A second to the motion was made by Mr. Marocchini. The motion passed by 

a vote of 6 YES to 0 NO. The Committee returned to Room L101 of the Town Hall. 

Mr. Harpie made a motion that the Committee return from Executive Session. Mr. 

Nagel provided a second to the motion. The motion passed by a vote of 6 YES to 0 

NO at 5:58 PM.  

 

VI. Take Action on Architect Qualification Statements – No action was taken. Interview 

questions have been distributed for the Committee members to consider. A draft 

Addendum to the Town’s original request for Qualification Statements had been 

distributed to members prior to the meeting. No changes were made to it. Mr. Claffey 
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asked if it would affect what the firms had initially responded to. Mr. Miner stated it 

would not, that this was needed to transition the process from a RFQ (Request for 

Qualifications) to a RFP (Request for Proposals).  

 

VII. Any Other Business Pertinent to the Committee – Mr. Marocchini asked about the 

role of a Commissioning Agent. Mr. Langdon explained that this would probably be 

an engineering firm who would review mechanical installations, attend job meetings, 

make sure submittals are installed as specified, etc. They would be chosen through a 

separate RFP process. Mr. Marocchini asked if a Construction Manager could 

accomplish that. Mr. Langdon responded that the Town would always want an 

independent third party specialist to do that.  The State requires it on their projects. 

The Chair stated the rationale for going into executive session to hold discussions 

regarding architect selection. There is a state statute that covers this. It serves to 

protect the Town from potential exposure. It allows members to speak freely around 

the table. Other Towns do this also. The Committee will continue to do this for 

architect selection.  Mr. Harpie requested a calendar with milestone dates leading up 

to a referendum. It will be provided after the Committee has made a recommendation 

to the Town Council regarding an architect.  Mr. Miner stated that the November 7th 

meeting was held to clarify the Committee’s review process, and was held by 

conference call. 

 

VIII. Public Participation – Rose Lyons, 46 Elton Drive, primarily on the Committee’s 

decision to go into Executive Session. 

 

IX. Response to Public Participation – Mr. Miner stated that the Committee is conscious 

of the need for transparency and wants to be open in its proceedings. There is 

potential liability and exposure. State statutes are set up to protect the Town and 

Project Building Committee members. All documentation from the deliberations will 

be on record after a contract is negotiated and signed.   

 

X. Adjournment – the meeting adjourned at 6:25 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jeff Baron 

 

Jeff Baron 

Director of Administrative Services 


