TOWN OF NEWINGTON
NEWINGTON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
February 3, 2021 - 7:00 P.M.

This meeting will be presented as a Zoom Webinar/Meeting.
Information on how to attend will be posted on the Town website at:
https://www.newingtonct.gov/virtualmeetingschedule
AGENDA

I. Call To Order
II. Pledge Of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval Of Minutes
A. Approval Of Minutes
Documents:
EDC_12022020-1955.PDF
V. Public Participation (Speakers Limited To 2 Minutes)
VI. Chamber Of Commerce Report
VII. Old Business
VIII. New Business
IX. Public Participation (Speakers Limited To 2 Minutes)
X. Commissioner Comments
XI. Adjournment
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CALL TO ORDER
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Chairman Teresa Avey called the December 2, 2020 Zoom meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
II.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

III.

ROLL CALL

Commissioners Present
Chairman Theresa Avey
Commissioner Dana Havens
Commissioner David Marsden
Commissioner Jerilyn Nagel
Commissioner Maria Pane
Commissioner Fernando Rose (7:12)
Commissioner Jay Slater
Commissioners Absent
Commissioner Jennifer Ancona
Commissioner Sharon Dunning
Commissioner Robert Rious
Commissioner Clifford Stamm
Commissioner Linda Woods
IV.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

After a unanimous vote by the Commissioners the following officers were elected for the 2021 term of
office:
Chairman: Theresa Avey
Vice-Chairman: Maria Pane
Secretary: Dana Havens
V.

MEETING DATES FOR 2021

The following dates were approved by the Commission for the year of 2021:
January 6, 2021
February 3, 2021
March 3, 3021
April 7, 2021
May 5, 2021
June 5, 2021

VI.

July 5, 2021
August 4, 2021
September 1, 2021
October 6, 2021
November 3, 2021
December 1, 2021

January 5, 2022

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Slater moved to approve the minutes of November 18, 2020 with the correction of the
Chairman's name. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Pane. The vote was unanimously in
favor of the motion.
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (Speakers Limited to two minutes)
None

VIII.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE REPORT

Chairman Avey introduced Town Manager Keith Chapman in order for him to give some information on
the status of the Town.
Town Manager Chapman reported on the sale of the National Welding site with everything on schedule
and the environmental engineers, hired by the town and the buyer are working to do the final clean-up of
the site.
The rest of the activity throughout the town is sporadic. Businesses are shutting down and cutting
employment and he shared information from the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities, not good
news, but according to them; 46.6 percent of the businesses in Connecticut have reduced their
employees since last February, 50.2 percent have reduced employee hours since last February and 79
percent have experienced revenue loss since the same time last year. The final information given stated
that if the current conditions persist 53.8 percent of the business in Connecticut may be out of business.
The town is preparing for a doomsday budget process this coming year. The budget process will be
looking for reductions and savings which will affect all departments. Hopefully with the vaccine will help
alleviate the situation and the outlook will not be quite so grim
This is the fiftieth anniversary for Town Manager Chapman, starting with Newington in November of 1971
and is back in Newington in 2021.
Covid-19 has affected the ability to go out and meet with potential business to present and recruit
business that may be interested in locating or relocating to the town although it is still being done on a
limited basis.
The town has fortunately not had to lay off anyone. Preparations have been made to go into next year
with a lower total cost than the current year. Positions that are vacated are not being refilled, and there is
shifting of responsibilities whenever possible with current employees. By July 1, there should be close to
one million dollars in savings due to attrition that should offset the losses of revenue should that happen.
New Businesses moving into Newington were reviewed, businesses moving from West Hartford to the
North Mountain Road area, some moving from one location to another on the Berlin Turnpike, Wren
Kitchens moving into the Ann and Hope location. Activities are still going on and there have been
inquiries from outside of Connecticut to relocate.
The is no Chamber Report except a report by Chairman Avey that Pete Forcellina, the Executive Director
of the Chamber resigned and his last day will be December 4111.
Commissioner Marsden said that Pete had done what he had wanted to do with the Chamber, has grown
it and it is a thriving Chamber to the point where it probably needs someone full time, but he has
accomplished what he had set out to do.
IX.

OLD BUSINESS

Chairman Avey reported that she had reached out attempting to get some information on the flyer and
Rob Rioux had been busy with Covid, so there is nothing new right now.
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NEW BUSINESS

There was talk about a Facebook page to show support for all of the businesses. Commissioner Havens
reported that she had opened the Newington Small Businesses and Services Referral Page which now
has about 1100 people, and would be happy to change that over to the Town, to the Economic
Development Committee. Businesses are actively looking to post on social media. Commissioner
Havens agreed to take the lead role for the Facebook page, using the Newington Small Business and
Services Page and will serve as an administrator.
There was discussion about an auction and planning events for after Covid, in the spring and summer of
2021. Businesses would have to be contacted about the auction to see if this would be something that
would benefit the businesses and this could work with NCTV. Chairman Avey suggested that this start by
reaching out to NCTV and then taking the idea step by step from there.
Chairman Avey and Commissioner Havens will serve as administrators for the Economic Development
Facebook page.
Commissioner Rosa gave an update on the Connecticut Cares Small Business grant. There will be about
ten thousand funded and the Governor said that he would announce the winners probably some time next
week. By the next meeting there should be a breakdown of the number of businesses that did apply from
the Town of Newington.
XI.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
None

XII.

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Commissioner Havens said there were actually seven members on that FaceBook page, committee
members and they should be invited to join the page. The difference between a moderator and an
administrator is that a moderator, the only limitation is, they can't take an administrator off, but an
administrator can take a moderator off.
XIII.

ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Slater moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Havens. The meeting
was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

orille Addis,
Recording Secretary

