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This meeting was presented as a Zoom Webinar/Meeting.

I.
II.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Sadil called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.
ROLL CALL
John Bachand
John Casasanta
Bernadette Conway
Richard Lavariere
Andreas Sadil
Max Turgeon
Jeff Wagner
Also present:
Erik Hinckley, Inland Wetland Agent
Susan Gibbon, Recording Secretary
Gail Budrejko, Town Council Liaison
James Krupienski, Town Clerk (Meeting Moderator)

(*These minutes ofthe February 16, 2021 meeting are verbatim.)
J. Krupienski: For the record, Mr. Ancona did indicate that he wouldn't be available this
evening by email.
Chairman Sadil: Thank you. It's a point of order I think, for everyone to know, Commissioner
Block has formally submitted his resignation from the commission. In that end, I am going to seat
Bernadette Conway in Commissioner Block's seat this evening; and since we are missing Alan
Paskewich, I am going to seat Max Turgeon in his place tonight. All right, let's proceed, Public
Participation on Non-Agenda Items, each speaker is limited to 2 minutes.
III.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS
(each speaker limited to 2 minutes)
Chairman Sadil: James, do we have anyone waiting in the waiting room to comn^ent?

J. Krupienski: We have one individual and I just found our liaison on the other side, so I am
to
going move Ms. Budrejko over. If the individual attending is interested, they can use the raise hand
feature inside of Zoom or *9 on their telephone to be recognized. It doesn't appear that they are looking
to speak at this time Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Sadil: Ok, let's proceed. Category 4, Acceptance of Minutes of the Regular
Meeting of December 5, 2020.
IV.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES
A.

Regular Meeting Of December 15, 2020
1
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Chairman Sadil: Are there any additions or corrections from the commission?
needed.

Commissioner Bachand: I read them through and I didn't see any glaring corrections that were
Chairman Sadil: Ok. Anyone else?

Commissioner Wagner: I read them also and I didn't see anything different than what we
discussed.
Chairman Sadil: Thank you Commissioner Wagner. Ifthere is no one else, may I have a
motion to accept the meeting minutes of December 15, 2020 as received.
Commissioner Lavariere: Motion to accept the meeting minutes of December 15, 2020 as
received.
Chairman Sadil: Moved by Commissioner Lavariere, do I have a second?
Commissioner Wagner: I second it.
Chairman Sadil: Second by Commissioner Wagner. All in favor?
Commissioners: Aye.
Chairman Sadil: Opposed? Commissioner Conway you are going to abstain for this evening
because I don't think you were at the last meeting.
Commissioner Conway: Yes, I was not present, so I abstain.
Chairman Sadil: So one abstention, motion passes. Ms, Gibbon, are you ok?
S. Gibbon: Yes, I am.
Chairman Sadil: All right.
E. Hinckley: Andreas?
Chairman Sadil: Yes.
E. Hinckley: Before you go to the new business, I need to mention something if I may. Just so
we are all aware, there is a scriveners error on the agenda that went out. The application number before
you on the agenda you receivedis incorrect. The one on the screen is the correct application number,
which is 2021-01, just to make that point clear to everyone. We didn't notice it until late today and we
couldn't amend the agenda because we were within a 24-hour window.
Chairman Sadil: Noted, thank you. All right, moving on to New Business, section 5,
Application 2020-01, 285 Willard Avenue, For A Single-Family Home Within The Regulated Area,
Owner/Applicant: John Wlodkowski, 529 Middle Rd, Farmington, CT 06032.
V.

NEW BUSINESS
A.

Application 2020-01, 285 Willard Avenue, For A Single-Family Home Within The
Regulated Area, Owner/Applicant: John Wlodkowski, 529 Middle Rd, Farmington, CT
06032

Chairman Sadil: Is the applicant present this evening?
E. Hinckley: I believe he is. Yeah, you are muted John. If you hear us, you can unmute
yourself.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yes, I am present.
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Chairman Sadil: So, state your name and address for the record please.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yes, my name is John Wlodkowski, the address is 529 Middle Road in
Farmington, CT 06032.
Chairman Sadil: Ok, thank you. So let's proceed with your presentation ofyour proposed
permit. We have your blueprints, but please describe the nature ofyour project, the specifics. I'll ask a
few questions and then we will throw it open to the rest of the commission for their comments.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yeah, just like you mentioned betbre, it is a single family house and I guess
on the corner of the property there are some wetlands and all that and nothing major to it. I don't think
we are going into the wetlands, we just, I guess we are just so close to it or so. That's pretty much it,
you know, we are looking to excavate it, replace the grass and maybe plant some shrubs around the
house and that's pretty much what we are planning to do.
Chairman Sadil: So, it appears that the disturbance to the wetland is in the upper left-hand
corner here ofyour map. There's the 1.1 acres was the actual disturbance is the wetland proper,
correct?
Mr. Wlodkowski: Uh...
E. Hinckley: Yes, it is near the deck area I believe, because the deck is about five feet from the
wetland boundary. I believe they have some grading over there.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yes, I believe so, yes.
Chairman Sadil: Is this deck going to be at ground level or it is going to be on beams?
Mr. Wlodkowski: I think it will probably be 8 feet higher than ground level, just looking on the
not 100% sure, but I'm assuming it will be 8 feet from the ground.
I'm
plans.
Chairman Sadil: Now, I noticed on the map that there is quite a slope, you're, there's the
whole, you start from the front that's 76, 75, 72, and it's quite an embankment there as it goes into that
wetland area. Let's have a better feel for the characteristics of the wetland, you're almost right into the
wetland. It would be better for the commission if we had some idea what the nature, what is behind this
property, immediately adjacent to the wetland, what exactly is back there.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Ok, um, well I'm assuming that when we get all the way to the bottom, it's
a flat land, there's no hill, but it's from my property it is going down, yes, just like you mentioned,
yes.
E. Hinckley: Mr. Chairman, ifl may.
Chairman Sadil: Mr. Hinckley.
E. Hinckley: Yeah, the area, just so you are all aware, this area does slope down to Piper
Brook proper which is not on his property but it is off to the west there. Piper Brook will eventually be
there. I believe the clerk also has an aerial view, the rendering I gave him just so you can see, you are
going to see pretty much a wooded area, but you may be able to pick up part of the brook. But it is off
of his property, the brook.
Chairman Sadil: Now, we would like to have that added to the map, some sort of additional
definition. Mr. Wlodkowski, would that be a problem to better place that on the map for our
onentation.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yeah, um, I would have to talk to my engineer over there, so if he can do
it, I'm sure he can do it, you know.
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Chairman Sadil: Another question that I had is where are the leader lines for the house? I mean
all this you show on the plan, but what does the drainage look like in this project. Where, once you are
finally done, where is...
Mr. Wlodkowski: Umm...
Chairman Sadil: Let's go back to the map real quick and then we will go back to the overhead
shot there. But what is the drainage plan around the property?
Mr. Wlodkowski: To be honest with you, I didn't discuss that and I thought we were gonna just
expose it to the surface, the drainage from the gutters.
E. Hinckley: So it's going to be over land is what you are saying.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yes, over the land, yes.
Chairman Sadil: But it appears by the grade that it is going to go into Piper Brook. Is that the
plan that it would end up in Piper Brook.
E. Hinckley: If that's the way the top is, that is where it will go Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yeah.
Chairman Sadil: Now, the driveway you have here, which way are the vehicles going to be
entering? To a side street and work northerly to the house, this proposed driveway, where is that going
to be, orientation. Are the cars going to be making a turn off Willard and then another turn on to right
hand, so if I'm going north there's going to be a left and then a right onto the property.
Mr. Wlodkowski: It's going to be a right into the property, but it is off ot'Willard Avenue.
There's a private way that I'll be sharing with the two condos, so it's almost like a private driveway or
so, so he entrance to the house is not off the Willard Avenue, it is off the private road or private
property.
Chairman Sadil: Over there on the north there where it say bituminous driveway, that's going
to be the entrance.
Commissioner Wagner; That's the south.
Mr. Wlodkowski: I'm pretty bad with directions, but yes.
E. Hinckley: Yes.it is on the south side and that is an existing driveway, it is not?
Con-unissioner Bachand: Yes.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yes.
Chairman Sadil: So, one comment that I have...so it is going to be there, and then you are
to
going be making a right hand turn up into the driveway right, into that area,
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yes.
Chairman Sadil: My question is how flexible are you finalized with the plan. In order to get a
little bit away from the wetland, you see that 36.5 foot line. If we could shift that over to the right, that
would eliminate the disturbance in the wetland. Yeah, if we shifted that over an amount and get that
disturbance out of the wetland, is that something feasible?
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yes, we were planning to do it, I was planning to do it so that way you can
fit at least two cars on the driveway, not disturbing the way, but you know, but there is a way to shift
the house a couple of feet closer to it, so there's no problem, we can probably adjust that closer.
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Chairman Sadil: To the right.
Commissioner Bachand: There is a 35-foot frontage so you would have to get a variance.
E. Hinckley: Right, he can, he's got to stay within the 35 feet.
Chairman Sadil: On Willard Avenue?
Mr. Wlodkowski: From Willard.
E. Hinckley: Yeah, he has a 35-foot front yard setback so you can't encroach into that without
a variance and I doubt that they are going to grant a variance for that,
Mr. Wlodkowski: I mean, if you are looking on the sideways, what's the step out from the
sideways property. You gotta be, what is it, 10 feet from the property line or is that 35 feet?
E. Hinckley; You have 10 foot in the side yard and 35 foot in front.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Ok.
Chairman Sadil: I'm trying to get you out of that wetland area, so we don't touch the wetland
proper so...could that deck be moved over to the other side of the house? You know, how flexible are
you, maybe moving that south, just to the other side of the house.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Just a quick question, how far I'm going with the deck towards the
wetlands, because I actually never discussed with it that how close we are getting to it, so we can shift
it probably.
E. Hinckley: It looks by scale to be about five feet the deck currently. The deck from the
wetland line and you have to do some grading around that, so I think what they're asking is if you can
move that deck farther south down towards the driveway. That way you get farther away from the
wetland proper.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yes, it's definitely possible for me to shift it down, the deck, so that way I
will be out of the wetlands if that would be the case. You know, I could definitely figure out something
to move that deck because I believe this deck is 12 feet wide and we can re-shift it and make it towards
the driveway, more closer and just get out from that area there. Yes.
Commissioner Lavariere: Sorry, this is Richard. Who's sharing the screen now?
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Lavariere.
Commissioner Lavariere: Hi, thank you, Mr. Chairman. Who is sharing the screen right now?
E. Hinckley: The town clerk.
Commissioner Lavariere: Can you show me where the wetland proper is. Like show a line
with it, maybe with the mouse.
E. Hinckley: I can't but you can pinch in on the screen and you should be able to enlarge it
and see it.
Commissioner Lavariere: Sure, I mean...
E. Hinckley: It's a line there...
Commissioner Lavariere: I'm not that great at map reading,
E, Hinckley: It's a line that has the little saw tooth in it, that is the wetland mark.
Commissioner Lavariere: Ok, now how are far now...
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Chairman Sadil: Let's be clear, obviously be clear for Commissioner Lavariere, it's that spiky
line, that spiky line there with the little points.
Commissioner Lavariere: Yep.
Chairman Sadil: That is the wetland, ok and there's a 100 foot buffer, there's a 100 foot buffer
from that, so the house is essentially in the 100 foot buffer area. But the spiked line, that is the
wetland, the border of the wetland, not the buffer, the wetland. And if you see in this upper left hand
corner here, this little triangle, see where the 60 is, you know in the box there, there is a little
triangular area...
Commissioner Lavariere: Yeah.
Chairman Sadil: And there's a disturbance to the left of that and you see the wetland line to the
right ofthat, so that is basically wetland disturbance.
Commissioner Lavariere: So my question perhaps if its, I don't know if it's procedurally
appropriate to owner here, I mean, is it, would the deck be appropriate anywhere else or would itjust
not be accessible, would itjust be like I can't get to a deck anywhere else from this spot.
Commissioner Bachand: John Bachand here. I just want to clarify...
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Bachand.
Commissioner Bachand: Yeah, sorry. The deck is out of the wetland right now, about five
feet.
E. Hinckley: Yeah, correct.
Commissioner Bachand: And I just want to make one more correction that was mentioned at
the disturbance as . 1 acre, but it is zero, it's point zero one.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Lavariere do you have any more questions?
Commissioner Lavariere: Yeah, yeah, I mean, because if we're talking five feet, I mean, you
know, sticking to questions only, it is possible to put a deck say on the other side of the house, or is
thatjust for functional purposes not practical.
Mr. Wlodkowski: No, it's not practical. It's not practical to do it.
Commissioner Lavariere: All right, just so I understand, thank you.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Bachand, you are next.
Commissioner Bachand: So, if we are done and the applicant doesn't have any more to offer, I
wouldjust, you know, looking at it, you know we don't have LID regulations anymore, but because the
entire, all the impervious area of the property is going to slope to the wetland, we know that, if we
could have, I would like to see some simple mitigation measures maybe just to slow down a flow or
some plan at least to see where the runoff is going to go. There is an existing driveway, so I imagine
the new driveway is going to drain back to the existing one and there's a catch basin in the driveway
anyway. But like the chairman mentioned, the roof leaders and so I would like to see some, you know
not expensive, not high-tech, or something that requires a lot of engineering or something, butjust, I'd
like to hear if there's any mitigation controls at all for the runoff, to try to slow down or, um, what's
the term, attenuate the runoff a little, a little bit,
Chairman Sadil: Yes, ok, is there anyone else?
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Mr. Wlodkowski: It is definitely possible to do that, but like I said, I would have to go back to
my engineer and ask him for that detail work.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Casasanta has his hand up.
Commissioner Casasanta: Yeah, just a quick question for the applicant. On the west side of the
property, on the slope down to Piper Brook, are there any plans for that or are you going to leave it in
its current natural state. What I saw from the overhead, it appeared to be heavily wooded, you weren't
planning on making that into a lawn. With that kind of slope that would be kind of difficult to maintain.
But I was just of curious if you had any plans for the west side of the property.
Mr. Wlodkowski: No, I don't, we would leave it naturally the way it is. We would probably
just clean it a little close to the driveway, but not going down the slopes, no.
Commissioner Casasanta: Thank you.
Chairman Sadil: Can we go to the overhead shot real quick? Can we see that area because that
is the area goes to Commissioner Casasanta's point. Can we go to the Google Earth view, So, there is
no tree cutting going to be involved here Mr. Wlodkowski, is there going to be any tree cutting to make
room here?
Mr. Wlodkowski: That's only for the house and that's where you see that stock area there,
that's the only area, that is the only area that we are planning to clear. Just the stock area there.
Chairman Sadil: What do you mean by stock area, what does that mean sir?
Mr. Wlodkowski: Temporary topsoil for the stockpile, the stockpile area that is here on the
plan.
Chairman Sadil: For the stockpile. So how much would be cleared on this map, can we just,
how much, can you throw some lines on here showing what would need to be cleared in order to make
room t'or the house or any stockpile.
Mr. Wlodkowski: It's the 72, along the way it is the 72 height ofthe ground.
Chairman Sadil: Can we go back...72 was all the way back.
E. Hinckley: Yeah, it's pretty much the whole are of the house Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Sadil: Yeah, I'mjust trying to overlay that on the Google Earth view. It looks like
there is going to be so considerable tree cutting to make room. I am correct on that?
Mr. Wlodkowski: Just the area that you see the house and 10 feet from the house, that's it.
Commissioner Bachand: If I may Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Bachand: Commissioner Bachand.
Commissioner Bachand: I don't know ifJames has access to the CROG mapping, but on the
CROG mapping you have the overlay of the property on the aerial view. So, I'm looking at it now, it's
not a big difference I mean, but you could just get a little better...
Chairman Sadil: Can Commissioner Bachand share his screen?
Commissioner Bachand: No, I'm on my phone, looking at it on my phone, so I don't know
how, I wouldn't know how to share the screen anyway. So, if I may, it looks like there will be no
disturbance past the sediment control. Right?
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yes.
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Commissioner Bachand: Not even in the future, or I don't know if we have any control over
that, but I think that's what they are getting at, that's a natural buffer right now to that wetland so I
don't think that there should be a lawn there.
Mr. Wlodkowski: No nothing, no plans for the future to disturb that area.
Commissioner Bachand: Beyond the sediment control.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yes.
Commissioner Bachand: Mr. Hinckley, is that something that can be conditioned or is that
beyond our scope.
E. Hinckley: That's a little overreaching. What you guys may or may not approve is gonna be
on this map, so going forward, any other activity back there, you know..,.
Commissioner Bachand: It shouldn't happen.
E. Hinckley: Right, it shouldn't be happening and if it does they should come before the
commission, you know, if they are going to be trying to fill it, flatten it out to make a lawn. If this
individual, this applicant, ends up selling the property at some point in the future, yes.
Commissioner Bachand: Conditioning it wouldn't be proper you are saying.
E. Hinckley: How are you going to condition it? I mean you can ask the applicant to add
things to the map, you know, we can have him put "no intrusion into this area without, you know, a
permit by the conservation commission" which is done on some subdivision plans. You could do a
note like that on the wetland area.
Commissioner Bachand: Yeah, I'm just asking if it's proper even to bring it up.
E. Hinckley: We could do something like that, yes.
Commissioner Bachand: Ok. Just so no one went in there and clear cut and like you said tried
to put a lawn in,
E. Hinckley: We can have him put a note to the plan.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Just like you saw it, there's a pretty big slope, so you know, in order for you
to, it's just almost, I don't think it's possible to put a lawn there.
E. Hinckley: Right.
Commissioner Bachand: We've seen pretty steep lawns around town.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Right and then at the same time when I walked the lot, there's not that many
trees, there's smaller trees, there's not major big trees. They're maybe 5-6 inches thickness over the
trees, there's not many major big trees on that property there.
Chairman Sadil: Ok, Commissioner Wagner do you have any comments, I'll got through the
roll call, do you have any questions for the applicant.
Commissioner Wagner: The only thing I worry about, like you said, is clearing for the
erosion. It's such a steep incline, if there's the water coming off the gutters, if he's going to leave the
trees as be it will control the erosion, so I think that'd be an important thing to think about. Because it
is steep and you don't want to disturb it too much because it is such a steep incline and when if rains
really hard it is going to erode out.
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Mr. Wlodkowski: Can we just put it in the pipe and release it to the wetland there so just not to
have any erosion or we have to be somewhere underground.
Chairman Sadil: Well, um, we talked to engineering and see the question is what's the speed of
the flow going to be potentially and what is that, what's in the wetland that may be impacted by that
flow. That is what we are trying to get, to find out. That is the question before us.
Mr. Wlodkowski: So, at the same time, we are just looking at the back area there of the
gutters, right? We are not worried about the front of the gutters on the house. Looking at it from
Willard.
Commissioner Wagner: I would say so, because the front it's pretty, you know, it's kind of
flat. I said the back area how is slopes down and if you look at the property, when you go there at the
bottom of that hill, there is like a flood plain for Piper Brook so it's very, you know, marshy down
there.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Actually this area, I can try to do the gutters towards the front area there
toward the driveway and then put it underground, you know, I'm sure he would do some kind of,
dispose of the water there just from the back of the house, so that way we don't access too much water
there on that back.
E. Hinckley: So what they are looking for either, you know, is slow down the velocity ofthe
water and, ifpossible, infiltrate it back into the ground rather thanjust releasing it over land.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Right, that's exactly, yes, I'm sure that there would be no problem for that,
to do that.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Lavariere you had your hand up and then Commissioner
Casasanta.
Commissioner Lavariere: Yes, thank you. Question to the applicant and let me preface it, I
mean, five feet from the wetlands to me is too close. Hypothetically would you be willing to work with
a project that was instead of 16 feet in length, 10 feet in length. Question to the applicant.
Commissioner Bachand: You are talking about the deck.
Commissioner Lavariere: Yes.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Ten feet is kind of a small area there for the deck when you put a picnic
table and all this. I'm sure I can, in the worst case, try to figure out it, a way around it, so I would be
out, what's that, at least 10 feet from the wetland area there, the wetlands.
Commissioner Lavariere: Eleven feet, if you were to chop six, you would be eleven. Yes.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Sure, I can maybe refigure the deck to be away from the wetlands, as far as
possible.
Commissioner Lavariere: Ok, thank you sir.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Casasanta.
Commissioner Casasanta: I was just going to comment, I was very happy with applicant's
response about trying to funnel the water towards the front of the house and keeping the west side of eh
property as wooded will really mitigate a lot of the runoff problems that would occur if those trees were
removed. So, in that regard, I don't have as many concerns because that part of the property sounds
like it's going to be retained as is so that mitigates a lot of my concerns.
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Chairman Sadil: Anyone else? Commissioner Conway, we will go to you, do you have any
questions.
Commissioner Conway: Thank you. Being so new to the commission, I am still absorbing a
lot, I don't know if any of my questions might be past our purview. I have concerns about five feet to
the wetlands. Is this something, are we setting a precedent with, allowing something this close or is this
something that's already in practice. I have another question...
Chairman Sadil: Well, that's the first question, let's go there. I don't think in the game Mr.
Hinckley, in other words it's a case-by-case basis. We have to look at each application. There is
precedence for building in the buffer. I will say, my concern is not so much the six feet, it's the
disturbance in the wetland that is basically my concern. I'd like to get the disturbance out of there and
leave the wetland alone, that is my main concern. The six feet, you know, that's negotiable between us,
you know, the applicant and the town. But my main concern is that triangular area there, I want to
leave the wetland alone, that's my personal concern. Not really that close once we are out of there,
that's, you know, it's going to be, you know, that is negotiable once everything is settled, but I don't
like it in the wetland, doing a disturbance in the wetland. That is why I keep harping to get that, move
that deck, whatever he needs to get that disturbance out of the wetland, that's my point that I was trying
to make earlier. So continue.
Commissioner Conway: And to follow that up, I know that we, sorry, I know that there was
discussion earlier about moving the deck, he seemed agreeable and, but I don't know if it's actually
being moved, it sounds like it's back to being in, staying put in that position where its, where it is right
now. So where are with that.
Commissioner Lavariere: I suppose that will come down to the vote, right?
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Lavariere.
Commissioner Lavariere: I'm sorry, yes, sorry, Sorry Mr. Chairman, I'm sorry to interrupt.
But yes, I suppose that would be like something that is it was to be voted no, that would need to be
amended by Mr. Applicant if I'm,..am I correct Mr. Commissioner?
E. Hinckley: Well, what I believe is the applicant is amenable to looking at potentially moving
it. I don't know if he's made the decision right away. Obviously we're not voting on it tonight. But that
is something that he would look at and bring back a revised plan at the next meeting...
Commissioner Lavariere: Fair enough.
E. Hinckley: As well as some of our comments. I will work with him to see if we can get him
to move it. Or, as the chairman suggested, even if maybe, like you guys said, maybe shorten the deck,
reconfigure it, just move the grading completely out of the wetland. That's what I think you guys are
all looking to avoid one way or the other. So, it's kind of...
Commissioner Lavariere: I apologize for interrupting by the way.
E. Hinckley: As long as the applicant's amenable, will work on it and will talk with his
engineer obviously to see if they can come up with some other designs, etc. I'm taking notes and we
will figure it out going forward,
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Conway you had a second question.
Commissioner Coiway: That was my second question, so thank you for answering thoroughly
and I just, I would be most comfortable with the deck being reconfigured or moved completely also.
Thank you.
10
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Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Turgeon, do you have any comments? I want to make sure that
I hear from all the commissioners, do you have any comment, concerns, or questions?
Commissioner Turgeon: Thank you Mr. Chairman. Yeah, I kind ofjust echo Commissioner
Casasanta's sentiments about if we can figure out a way to mitigate the runoff, maybe transferring it.
I'm not too familiar with the details of that, but I agree, the six feet is not as much the problem you
know with the flood lands and that disturbed barrier that concerns me a little bit, but most of my
questions have been answered so far, but I appreciate you checking in on me.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Bachand.
Commissioner Bachand: So, I agree with you Mr. Chairman, the deck is not my biggest
concern. It is not a totally impervious area, there's usually slots between the deck boards and so that
part doesn't bother me and if you look at the topo lines, all the water is going to drain to the northwest
there, so that's right in that corner above the deck. So, it doesn't matter where you bring the water out,
if you bring it out in the front yard, it's still going to flow around to the back right down that corner if
you look at the topo line. So, chamielizing the water underground is not the best LID, you know, you
want it to hit the ground and have a chance to soak into the ground. So, back to that idea about a little
bit of attenuation, it would have to go in that corner so it would actually be you know right under the
deck or you'd have to be actually in the wetland, so, I don't know if we could approve anything in the
wetland, but if it was something that was supposed to protect the wetland, it might be something that
people could accept. But some type of stone riprap or something like that that would slow the water
down and possibly filter it out. You know again, not getting too technical, or with engineers or
anything, probably Erik could come up with something, a simple plan that would attenuate some of that
runoff. But it doesn't matter where you bring into the front, unless you go right to the street into a
storm drain, it's all going to flow around, it's all going to flow around the back anyway and if it goes
into the storm drain, it's ending up in Piper Brook anyway.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Wagner.
Commissioner Wagner: My question is, I have a question again. The disturbance, is it going to
be an excavator driving into the wetlands to build the deck, is that what the disturbance is going to be?
Mr. Wlodkowski: No, we are definitely going to try to stay away from the wetland as much as
possible and we are talking aboutjust a deck, so maybe a couple of piers or something like that, so it is
most likely going to be dug by hand for the piers, so it's good.
Commissioner Wagner: That's good yeah, because if you don't have equipment back there, I
don't know ifyou can. Ifyou look there, it's pretty, it's a pretty big hill there and if its dug by hand
and there's no vehicles back there, it would do it, that would work out pretty well.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yeah, it's definitely not for the deck area there no.
Commissioner Wagner: Ok.
E. Hinckley: Mr, Chairman ifl may real quick.
Chairman Sadil: Mr. Hinckley.
E. Hinckley: Yes, I know a couple of commissioners have asked or maybe hesitated about,
you know, can we do things in the wetland. You guys can approve things in the wetland proper, that is
under your purview. Just so you are all aware, you can do it, it has been done in the past. Typically
not whole houses obviously, stuff more like of the nature of what you are seeing tonight is stuff that has
been approved by past commissions that are actually in the wetland proper so to speak and typically
they have always worked with the applicants to try and get them to, you know, reduce that disturbance.
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But it is within your purview to approve, or not approve or approve with conditions with conditions
going forward.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Wagner, then Commissioner Bachand.
Commissioner Wagner: Commissioner Bachand said if you make the drain off like a rock
drain off, they'll disperse the water, it'll calm it down without the erosion. I think that would be a
great idea ifhe could put that into his plans. Because that will solve the issue ofthe water going down
the northwest corner there.
E. Hinckley: Yeah, I'm sure that he can come up with some kind of riprap stone or small level
spreader type of thing maybe to just dissipate the water.
Commissioner Wagner: That would be perfect.
Mr. Wlodkowski: I'm sure that is definitely possible there. I don't see any problem there and
at the same time, if I have to refigure the deck and shorten it and maybe twist it a little bit I'm, you
know, am an extra five feet offthe wetlands, you know, instead ofbeing five feet and being ten feet
you know I can probably do that. Like I said, I didn't sit down closely and look at the deck, but I
would like to at least get a deck the size of 10 x 16, but we can make is shorter than the 16 feet long.
Chairman Sadil: Ok. Commissioner Bachand and then Commissioner Lavariere.
Commissioner Bachand: Yeah, just back to that attenuation. You know, it looks like it would
have to go in the wetlands, so Erik said that we could do that and I think that it would be to the benefit
of wetland, so I don't, I would sleep comfortably with that. As far as the deck goes, don't forget, it is
8-feet off the ground, so if it is the piers of the deck that are making people uncomfortable, you can
always cantilouver, you know, you can put the piers back five feet more and just cantilouver the deck
itself; a little more framing involved, but that can be done too.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Lavariere.
Commissioner Lavariere: Yes, number one, I would feel more comfortable with deck going
more backwards, than with going, you know, with the map that we are looking at leftward, I guess that
is westerly and I mean, as to Mr. Bachand's point, you know respectfully I do understand what you are
saying but there's also there's other sort of wildlife besides the ground level too and, you know, I
mean, I have not seen the application zone with my own eyes, but there is more to it thanjust a
topographical map and I mean five feet is close. You know, I would feel more comfortable with it
going backwards and that's my two cents and obviously all of the other commissioners have their own
voice and whatnot, but I just wanted to make that known.
Chairman Sadil: Ok. Any other comments from commissioners?
Commissioner Bachand: Just one more if I may?
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Bachand.
Commissioner Bachand: So this is um, I don't know, at least 10 or 12 or 15 feet above the
actual watercourse, but is there any purpose of, would it be helpful to have a soil scientist or have the
soil tested there for wetland soils. You know, I'm not saying he should amend his map because that
gets expensive, but it is well, as far as, I'mjust curious if it would be wetland soils. I would like to ask
the applicant, if he didn't mind, if we took a walk, not as a group, but if an individual could go there
and take a look at it too in between our meetings, I he didn't mind.
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Chairman Sadil: Yes, I was going to bring that up next, a site visit. I was definitely interested
in a site walk, just to get the lay of the land, so to speak. We have to arrange that with Mr. Hinckley
and with the applicant. What are your thoughts Mr. Wlodkowski?
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yes, that's no problem, we can walk on the property.
Chairman Sadil: My only concern, excuse me, is that this, now is not the greatest time with he
snow on the ground, it's not the greatest.
Mr. Wlodkowski: What I'm saying, ifthat is the only deck issue, you know I'm willing to
make it much shorter the deck and maybe refigure the deck area there that, you know, I'll be away
from the wetland as far as possible. But I would have to talk with my engineer to how to switch the
deck area there and not to go out to the wetlands like it is.
Chairman Sadil: I thinks Mr. Lavariere's question or Mr. Bachand's question, is that we want
to get a feel for what is back there. It's not just the deck for me, but it is just to see what that area looks
like without the snow cover and to see what with the trees and what vegetation is back there versus you
knowjust a 2D map. To see it, to appreciate the embankment and what's there already and what may
be impacted. Not so much, I'm not so much worried about the deck, per say, by getting a feel for the
topography and what that wetland looks like behind there behind their property.
Commissioner Bachand: Just to be clear, I meant individually, but you are talking about a
which gets a little more...
visit
group
Chairman Sadil: Well, yes, notjust me, but everyone who is interested wants to go, walk by
and get a feel. I would be interested, I don't know who else would be, but we have to arrange that with
the applicant. But if I only, I would try to delay it with the snow on the ground, you know you can't
appreciate the area right now, this time of year in the middle of winter. That's my only concern, but I
am interested in doing a site walk personally.
E. Hinckley: Mr. Chairman, if I may. Yes, that can be arranged, but we cannot have a
quorum there at a site walk.
Commissioner Bachand; That is why I said individually is probably better.
E. Hinckley: Yeah, so we don't want to hold up the applicant there and have him running to
different meetings, so you know if we can get two groups or whatever, or if you guys just want to
select three members to go, something like that, that's been done in the past and the last one we did, the
chairmanjust selected two other members and himselfand we did a site visit that way. But I leave that
to you guys going forward and yes, I will arrange it with the applicant, whatever you guys decide.
Commissioner Bachand: If I could just add that it would be,..
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Bachand.
Commissioner Bachand: Sorry, John Bachand. It would be helpful if we had the corners of the
deck flagged where it is now and then we can determine afterwards where it might go, but if we could
have that, if he could stake out where the corners of the deck would go if it wasn't too much
engineering involved in doing that.
Chairman Sadil: Ok, so getting back, who would be interested in a site walk, besides myself.
So it's Commissioner Lavariere, Wagner, Bachand, I can't see everybody at once, Conway is there,
ok, Turgeon. John, why don't you join the club?
Commissioner Lavariere: I know, come on John,
Chairman Sadil: Make it a clean sweep.
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Commissioner Casasanta: No, that's all right Mr. Chairman, there are plenty going. I'll get the
feedback.
Chairman Sadil: Ok. Let's see who's going, one, two, three, four, five, six people, right? So,
Mr. Hinckley what would be appropriate. We have six people interested.
E. Hinckley: We can do it one of two ways. You know we can just do two groups, three
each, you know, and each get a half hour on the site or whatever, something like that so we don't tie up
he applicant, we can alljust, you now, whatever.
Chairman Sadil: The applicant doesn't need to be there personally, he doesn't have to be there.
Just as long as he's flagged it and we have orientation, that is all we require. We don't have to be there
with the applicant. We don't want to tie the applicant up.
Mr. Wlodkowski: It's actually no problem for me to be there just to explain what it is, you
know. I could probably measure myself I don't think for me it would be, I'm not 100% sure my guy
would be able to stake the house at this moment. I know the corner's property are there and all that.
So, I would have to talk with him and see if he would be able to do that.
E. Hinckley: There's probably enough information on the map where you could pull a couple
of distances to get a rough idea of where the deck is going to be rather than paying him to come out and
stake it, that's my feeling on it anyway.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yeah. Yes, exactly, that's the same thing.
Chairman Sadil: Ok. If there are no other comments, the one thing left for us to decide is if a
public hearing on this application is necessary. I can tell you there has been one private citizen who has
stepped forward and wishes to comment on this particular application, I will say that. Unfortunately,
they couldn't be here tonight because of public participation on agenda items tonight. But what is the
feeling of the group as far as allowing a brief public hearing on this application. Commissioner
Lavariere.
Commissioner Lavariere: I always err on the side of allowing and encouraging, encouraging
public participation. So I would allow, I would want that.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Casasanta. So I would take that as a yes. Con-unissioner
Casasanta. I'm going to poll the group.
Commissioner Casasanta: I'm a little ambivalent about it but, with it being so close to the
wetland proper, maybe a public hearing may be the best course of action.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Bachand.
Commissioner Bachand: Well, you already said that there is one individual who would like to
talk about it but can't I don't see how we have any choice, you pretty much, like you said, a brief one
and it's usually just one meeting and there's probably not going to be a lot of participation but if this
one individual.
Chairman Sadil: Ok. Commissioner Wagner.
Commissioner Wagner: I agree, I think we should have it, even if it's just one person, we
should let them voice their coocerns.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Conway.
Commissioner Conway: I agree, I think there should be a public hearing, Thank you.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Turgeon.
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Commissioner Turgeon: Yup, I agree as well, we should hear what this person has to say.
Chairman Sadil: All right, ifthere's no further questions for the applicant right now, we can
move to make a motion for a public hearing on this application.
Mr. Wlodkowski: I have a question.
Chairman Sadil: Yes sir.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Ok, so to my understanding we just have this issue because the deck is so
close to the wetland. You know, I am trying to avoid the hearing, so this way, if I make the deck
shorter and still I would have to go through the hearing just because I'm in the buffer zone of the
wetland. That's correct?
Chairman Sadil: That's correct, in the wetland proper and in the buffer.
Mr. Wlodkowski: So even ifl refigure the deck, I would still have to go through the hearings
too?
Chairman Sadil: Yes sir.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Ok.
Chairman Sadil: Ok, so here are my action items before we move that. You know that we are
not allowed to tell you what to do, these are just or concerns and you will go with your engineer and
discuss it, what's best, back and forth, what is best for you. But the question of the deck itself, is there
any movement of the deck, shifting it, making it shorter, shifting it on the plan - that is for you to
decide and report back to us and at the next meeting you can mention what your changes are. The
second item is the drainage issue; we want concrete evidence what the drainage is going to be - what's
your plan. I can't tell you what it is, but we want to minimize the impact to the wetland, the runoff,
how will that dealt with. So that is for you and your engineer to decide and comment back to us. Also,
on the map itself, it is nice to put the boundary of the Piper Brook on the map, you've got the abutting
property there, Fenwick Estates, but where's the bounds ofthe wetlands on either side that
encompasses Piper Brook, I think that should be documented on the plan. So where that is, the width of
that on the brook of the wetland on both sides.
E. Hinckley: Mr. Chairman, ifl may.
Chairman Sadil: Yes. Mr. Hinckley.
E. Hinckley: Sorry to interrupt, Typically when they don't show necessarily the width of the
brook, they will show, they will show the center line of the brook because, he's going to have to hire a
surveyor to go on somebody's property, so typically just the center line is shown.
Chairman Sadil: Ok, that is fair, that is fair. Thank you. And my last item here, and we will
probably know this better when we do our site walk, is there any plantings there, you know, obviously
I'm interested in seeing the embankment, what can be done there to slow the water down and have as a
barrier between the property and the wetland proper is there something that can be done there. I know
that we've done on other applications put bushes, blueberry, wild bird bushes there as a buffer zone.
That's just a suggestion and I would have a better feel for that when I actually saw the property, but
that sort of thing is a barrier that would be helpful and it's just a suggestion. As for the soil scientist,
that is up to you, I'm not going to, I'm going by what is on the wetland map, I'm sort of satisfied with
the boundary that you have on the map, but I'm not going to force, I assume your map is accurate as
far as the wetland boundary and the buffer line.
E. Hinckley: Yeah, they are accurate with the town map.
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Chairman Sadil: I'm ok with the way the map as far as the boundary. So, those are kind of my
action items after listening to the commissioners. I would like to allow public participation for at least
one meeting. Allow the public to come and have a public notice. So if there isn't any further comment.
Commissioner Bachand: If I may Mr. Commissioner.
Chairman Sadil: Who's speaking?
Commissioner Bachand: John Bachand.
Chairman Sadil: John Bachand, please go ahead.
Commissioner Bachand: Question for Erik to allay some of the concerns that the applicant had.
Can the public participation be part of a regular meeting? In other words, it doesn't necessarily have to
delay it. I don't know what the period of time is that the sign has to be out there but...
E. Hinckley: Yeah, a couple of things. Wetland doesn't require a sign posting like TPZ does
because we notify the abutters. The public hearing would be at the next scheduled meeting which you
wouldn't act on this application until then anyway. So you will have the public hearing that night and if
you guys are finished and close the public hearing, at the next meeting, you can take action on his
application that night. So there's no...
Commissioner Bachand: I'm not rushing to take action, what I'm saying is can we just go right
in from the public hearing into discussing the application?
E. Hinckley: Absolutely. You can take action after the public hearing one way or the other, or
you can table it and move it off another month or so if you have more questions or concerns. But yes,
they can both be on the same night at the regular meeting in March.
Commissioner Bachand: So the public hearing in other words doesn't delay his application.
E. Hinckley: No.
Chairman Sadil: It can be done the same night if we feel so we feel like it we could do it that
same evening if necessary.
Commissioner Bachand: I'm not trying to rush it, I'm just trying to clarify that for him.
E, Hinckley: Yeah, if you do get a lot of public participation and you continue the public
hearing then, yeah, that would delay it if you continue the public hearing.
Commissioner Bachand: Ok.
Chairman Sadil: With that being said, can I have a motion on this application...
Commissioner Lavariere: Mr. Chairman, as a point of clarity, maybe we can do it as tow, a
motion to allow the public inspection as well as to table it until public participation. Am I right on that?
E, Hinckley: He said you should make a motion to hold the public hearing and then you can
table it until after the public hearing if you look to do so.
Commissioner Lavariere: All right, I'll make a motion to table the application of 285 Willard
Avenue until a hearing for public participation at the next regularly schedule meeting.
Chairman Sadil: That is sufficient Mr. Hinckley?
E. Hinckley: That should work, yes.
Commissioner Bachand: Call it a public hearing.
E, Hinckley: Public hearing. Sure. That would be on March 16"' I believe.
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Chairman Sadil: Yes it is. So moved from the secretary. Do I have a second?
Commissioner Turgeon: Second from Max Turgeon.
Commissioner Conway: I second.
Chairman Sadil: I'll take the second from Bernadette Conway. All in favor?
Commissioners: Aye.
Chairman Sadil: Opposed? Abstention? Motion passes unanimously.
Commissioner Lavariere: All right, can I make a motion to allow for a commissioner inspection
in two groups of three as volunteered by the members of this organization.
Chairman Sadil: Mr. Hinckley? I don't think we need to vote on that, that is something we can
do on the side, you don't have to be there, that means we would have to be there. If you got
distracted...
E. Hinckley: Correct, You don't need a motion, the applicant is amenable to meeting you
there and we will try and set that up if the snow melts before the public hearing.
Chairman Sadil: All right, we look forward to your email Erik on that and we will divide up
and get a time for everyone and we'll do it in two groups like you said.
E. Hinckley: Ok. All right John....
Chairman Sadil: Just to go over the rules for the members here. When we go on a site walk,
we individually are allowed to speak to one another. I'm worried about the ex parte aspect of that and
there are some rules regarding that. Mr. Hinckley.
E. Hinckley: Yup, as we all are aware, ex parte either verbally, through email, text, whatever,
is frowned upon. So once you have your site walks, or even ifyou go walk it yourself, you know, you
can bring up what you see at the public hearing, but not amongst yourselves prior to that.
Chairman Sadil: But when we are on site, we are allowed to speak to one another.
E. Hinckley: You can speak to us, correct and that is why it's best to have the applicant there
so he can hear what is said and spoken and have a discussion if one needs to happen.
Chairman Sadil: All right, if there is nothing else, we can table this until month, after our site
visit. We are going to move along on our agenda...
E. Hinckley: Yup, so John, I will be in touch with you with a couple of comments that the
chairman spoke about here. I'll send it to you so we're all aware and you can talk to Alan and see what
you need to do.
Mr. Wlodkowski: Yes, that's no problem. Thank you very much,
E. Hinckley; All right John, thank you.
Chairman Sadil: Moving on to Section 6, no Old Business.
VI.

OLD BUSINESS
A.

None

Chairman Sadil: Moving on to Section 7, Public Participation on Non-Agenda Items, each
speaker limited to 2 minutes. James, do you have anybody waiting?
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J. Krupienski: We still have one attendee on at this time and they can choose the raise hand
feature inside of Zoom or if they would like to use their phone the *9 feature.
VII.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS
(each speaker limited to 2 minutes)
Chairman Sadil: James, do you have anybody waiting?

J. Krupienski: We still have one attendee on at this time and they can choose the raise hand
feature inside of Zoom or if they would like to use their phone the *9 feature. There is no indication
that they are interested in speaking at this time Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Sadil: All right, moving on to Section 8, Communications and Reports - A. Agent
Communications.
VIII.

COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS
A.

Agent Communications

Chairman Sadil: Mr. Hinckley, do you have any comments for the commission?
E. Hinckley: The only thing I have is in April, as some of you may be aware, the General
Permit is up for renewal for five years, so next month, at the meeting in March, I intend to have the
town engineer available for a little Q&A and discussion of the general permit, its uses, how the town
uses it going forward and then for the April meeting, if you guys want to amend the general permit or
just reenact it as it currently exists, that is fine. You will get copies of the general permit tbr the March
meeting for discussion.
Chairman Sadil: Ok, we are definitely going to have a March meeting, We will have a busy
agenda then. Ok, item B. Town Council Liaison Communications. Ms. Budrejko do you have any
comments?
B.

Town Council Liaisons Communications

Chairman Sadil: Ms. Budrejko do you have any comments for the commission?
Councilor Budrejko: The only thing is the vernal pool revisions were discussed at the last
council meeting and there were no objections so they are going to be voted on at the next council
meeting and I don't anticipate any issues with that at all.
E. Hinckley: That's good.
Chairman Sadil: Should I be present for that? It's going to be on next week. Do I need to be
there?
Councilor Budrejko: We are just going to read the resolution and vote on it. You attended and
answered some questions at the last mean, You didn't sense any issues from anybody, I certainly
didn't.
Chairman Sadil: I'll come, I volunteer to come to just see it through, if that's all right,
Councilor Budrejko: Ok, yeah, it will be at the 22nd meeting.
Chairman Sadil: Which one?
Councilor Budrejko: The meeting on February 22nd.
Chairman Sadil: Ok. Commissioner Bachand.
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Commissioner Bachand: Yeah, I understand that we made the news with that. Someone told
me that there was some discussion on the news about Newington's vernal pool regulations. I didn't see
it but someone told me they saw it on the news.
Councilor Budrejko: It was, I think, in the New Britain Herald.
Commissioner Bachand: Oh, ok.
Councilor Budrejko: And it was a little offbecause it talked about putting vernal pool
regulations in, which is not what we were doing. It'sjust more definitional and explanatory. But I was
surprised that somebody saw it and mentioned it.
Commissioner Bachand: They almost made it sound like it was on the air, on the TV.
Chairman Sadil: It was on public access, it was on public access.
Commissioner Bachand: Oh yeah. Oh no, no, they don't watch that so they would have seen it
on, it seemed like, I'll clarify and find out.
Chairman Sadil: We're going to set the example Commissioner Bachand.
J. Krupienski: Mr. Chairman, I'll ensure that you receive and invitation to the 23r meeting.
Chairman Sadil: Thank you sir. If nothing else, Item C - Pond Life Research and Education.
C.

Pond Life Research and Education

Chairman Sadil; We are missing Alan Paskewich tonight, so I have no, he didn't reach out to
me with anything so we are going to table that discussion and moving on, is there anything else? Can I
have a motion to adjourn?
XII.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn by Commissioner Lavariere; seconded by Commissioner Casasanta. The
meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
'-^i^O^y^
^(••^i/)

Susan Gibbon
Recording Secretary
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