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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, February 23, 2021
This meeting waspresented as a Zoom Webinar/Meeting.
Mayor DelBuono called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
I.

, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Councilor Manke stated that he attended a ceremony at the Iwo Jima memorial this moming and
at 10:30 a.m. it was exactly 76 years since the first raising of the U.S. flag at Mount Sirapachi took place
and asked that tonight's Pledge of Allegiance be said in honor of the 6,800 men and women who died in
that battle.
H.

ROLL CALL
Councilor Anest
Councilor Braverman
Councilor Budrejko
Councilor Camillo
Councilor Donahue
Councilor Manke
Councilor Miner
Councilor Nagel
Mayor DelBuono
Also present:
Keith Chapman, Town Manager
Steve Kosofsky, Assessor
Meghan Manke, Emergency Management Director
Erik Hinckley, Land Use Enforcement Officer/Asst, Town Planner
James Krupienski, Town Clerk
Susan Gibbon, Council Clerk

m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion by Councilor Manke to approve the agenda as amended. Seconded by Councilor
Donahue. Councilor Anest made a motion to move VDI.A - New Business - MDC Sewer Backup Issues
to after VI. Remarks by Councilors on Public Participation, Motion passed 9-0 (roll call vote).
AWARDS/PROCLAMATIONS
FV.
A. 2020VolunteeroftheYear-DonWood
Introduced by Mayor DeIBuono
WHEREAS, each year the Town Council recogiuzes someone who has voluntarily dedicated time
and/or resources for the benefit of others and the community at large; and
WHEREAS, this year Donald F. Woods, Jr is being recognized for his active and continuing
involvement and support ofso many local events; and
1
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WHEREAS, Mr. Woods has lived and grown-up in Newington, started his own business, got
married and raised his family. He chose to follow examples offormer residents to serve the Town
in which he lives and works; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Woods is a current member of the Board of Parks and Recreation, of which he
has been the Chairman of and a member, since 1987; a member of the Democratic Town
Committee, and has served on the Fair Rent Commission, Vehicle Appeals Board, West Meadow
Cemetery Expansion Project PBC, Affordable Housing Monitoring Agency, the Mill Pond Park
Pool PBC, the Town Hall Renovations PBC and the 125"' Anniversary Steering Committee; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Woods is always available to volunteer whenever the need arises, be it at the
Motorcycle Madness, Life. Be In It Extravaganza, the Water Lantern Festival or the Newington
Night of Lights, singing for the crowd; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Woods, as the owner of Stonehedge Landscaping and Garden Center, supports
Town events through monetary and donations of merchandise, including statutes, fountains,
hedges, flower and more. AdditionaIIy, he supplied to the Town, at cost, 5,000 daffodil bulbs to
support the 150th Anniversary Steering Committee in their fundraising efTorts; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Woods truly personifies what it means to volunteer to improve the lives of all
individuals that live in, work or visit the Town of Newington; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Newington Town Council hereby recognizes
Donald F. Woods, Jr. as its 2020 Volunteer of the Year in recognition of his volunteer activities for
the welfare of the community and for serving as a positive role model and an example of all that can
be accomplished through the spirit of volunteerism.
Seconded by Councilor Braverman. Motion passed 9-0 (roll call vote)
• Mayor DelBuono congratulated Mr. Woods for his years of volunteering for Parks & Rec and
doing so many things; but to see on paper what you have done over the years is quite impressive.
Thank you for all your service to the town over the years.
• Councilor Manke congratulated Mr. Woods for being named 2020 Volunteer of the Year, that is
no small feat. Appreciate all that you have done over the years for our town; our town's a better
place because ofpeople like you.
• Councilor Budrejko stated that volunteers are the bedrock of a healthy & sustainable conimunity
and Mr. Woods you have history of contributing your time, your resources; stepping up to
contribute and advance projects and ideas that you feel are important to making this town a better
place, Thank you for your efforts.
• Councilor Miner stated he has had the privilege of working with Mr. Woods on the Town Hall
Building Committee over the past several years; always looking for ways to provide assistance to
the recreational program he spends so much time with. Thank you.
• Councilor Anest stated that she has known Mr, Woods for over 20 years and it amazes her that he
does more and more. Commend you on all that you have done for our town, you are truly a role
model for others. Congratulations, no one more deserving than you.
• Don Woods stated thanked the Mayor and Council members. Honored and humbled for
receiving this award for doing something I have enjoyed for many years and God willing will
continue to do for many more. Grew up in Newington, got married, raised our family and started
our business here. As time permitted, I thought the best thing for me was to volunteer for the
town that has provided me with so much for my life; volunteering has and is still rewarding for
me, The boards and commissions I've volunteered on has moved our talent forward in a positive
direction. I encourage any of you who have not tried volunteerism to try it, it's work, but it is fun
and rewarding when something you have put your time and ideas into becomes reality. Thanks to
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all in support of my nomination of becoming 2020 Volunteer of the Year. Words cannot express
my appreciation. Thank you very much and good night.
V.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - IN GENERAL (Via Zoom Application or Phone)
(4 MENUTE TIME LIMFT PER SPEAKER ON AGENDA FTEMS ONLY)
A. Public Comments
•

•

•

•

•
•

•
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Susan Mazzoccoli, 149 Harris Drive. Thanked Don Woods for all he has done as a volunteer
for the town; thank you also to your family, Hoping that our health director will give us more
information about vaccinating teachers and other staff members in our public schools; will
that be done in Newington or in our schools directly?
Steven Silvia, 45 Basswood Street. Aware that the Superintendent is wanting to seek
permission to take newly acquired tuition income applied to the BOE operational budget and
hope that the council deeply consider this request. It has an opportunity to reduce the budget
request from the BOE and it is a unique opportunity.
State Representative Gary Turco, 98 Williamstown Court. Congratulated Don Woods, lucky
to have him living in our town, well deserved. Thank you Mayor and town councilors for
taking up the MDC sewer back up issue; have spoken with several ofthe residents regarding
this and the amount of money it will cost them to make repairs, much of the cost out of
pocket, If there is anything I can do on a state level, please let me know.
Donald King, 21 Trout Brook Circle. He is president of Newington Travel Basketball and
represents 90 families. Wondering if there was any consideration of opening up the new
community center. All over the state, everyone is taking precautions and the safety of our
kids is paramount. Appreciate the mayor taking the time talking to the children and myself, it
was a great conversation. My conversation with Mr. Chapman didn't go as well; really
disappointed in the tone and with some ofthe things he said to me, We are taxpayers - we are
not demanding it be opened, but we are asking for consideration. Mr. Chapman mentioned
some things about my father, pretty emotional, upset by what he said and inappropriate, Mr.
Chapman doesn't even live in Newington anymore. Looking forward to what he and the
health director have to say. These kids need to get out, need to play sports. No problem
closing down in the fall early. Mr. DeMaio is doing a greatjob with the Parks & Rec
department. The numbers are down and we've received an email from the schools that they
are opening up. We arejust asking for consideration, not asking for toumaments or games,
wejust want to practice. The kids will be masked up, have temperature checks, all CDC
guidelines and precautions will be taken, Truly hope the council looks into this issue and
does what is right by the kids in this community. Know that there are 30 emails and those
aren't' going to be read or made part of the record, sent last minute because email about
tonight's meeting came out yesterday, look for greater participation in two weeks.
Congratulations to Don Woods.
Mayor DelBuono wanted to clarify that the emails wlll be part ofthe record and reflected in
the minutes when published.
Bill DeMaio, 22 Burden Lane, Superintendent of Parks & Recreation. Wanted to
congratulate Mr. Don Woods on behalf of the professional and parks & recreation staff, as
well as the entire board who weren't able to come tonight under these conditions. Don
Woods is so appreciative and we appreciate him so much for all of his volunteer hours. He
never asks for any recognition, he is MR. Humble and tonight is a good night to put the
humble pie away and congratulate him publicly for the endless hours of work and
volunteerism he has done for our department to help make it what it is tonight, On behalf of
everybody, congratulations Don Woods, you are the best.
John Riopel, 21 Greenlawn Avenue. I am the school administrator for Emmanuel Christian
Academy and Assistant Pastor at Emmanuel Baptist Church. Have the unique privilege of
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•

•

worshiping, working, living and shopping in Newington. We use the Mortensen Community
Center for some of our basketball fames and would like it opened, currently using other
peoples courts, think it would be good for kids to get back. Iam one of those families Gary
mentioned with the issues with the sewage backup. We had 4-6 inches of sewage backup in
our house and a couple of things are conceming. First is they can't explain why it happened
that day as opposed to other days and they can't guarantee it won't happen again. MDC is not
stepping up to rectify the issue and take care ofthe damage that has been done. The damage
done to my house and personal property is between seventy and eighty thousand dollars. My
main concem is that the town helps us with the MDC making sure that this doesn't happen
again. Obviously it is a health risk, can keep you all night telling you stories of what is
looked like, it was disgusting and nasty. Peel really bad for some of my neighbors who didn't
have insurance that covers this; we happen to have special coverage for this type of situation.
Any help you can give us will be great and thankyou so much for all you do for the Town of
Newington.
Elizabeth & Brendan Brown, 24 Trout Brook Circle. I want to read into the record my
correspondence to you regarding opening up the community center. You received
correspondence regarding this from various constituents in town. Our only ask is that we've
been in an episode where we have been shutdown for a long time. We have seen positive
outcomes across the state and through our athletic activities continuing with zero impact to
COVID infection rates through the spring, summer, fall and winter. Just ask that the council
take into consideration the letters that have been submitted as well as what we have been
seeing through our public health commissioners and are hoping to reopen activities at our
local recreation center.
Mayor DelBuono stated that she wants to make it clear, ifyoii do iise yourpublic
't
your letter won be attached but your comments will be noted in the minutes,
participation,
't
we don do both.

B. Email Correspondence
•
•

The Town Clerk received email correspondence from the following (attached hereto).
Mayor DelBouno stated that all of the correspondence received was in regards to
reopening ofthe Mortensen Community Center fortravel basketball.
Tara Roby, 50 Kelsey Street
Karen Falvey
J. Andrew Weeden, 101 Harold Drive
Keith Chamberland, 51 Hopkins Drive
Richard Lee Ngueyn
Laura Eley
Steve Kiniry, Sr., 32 Stuart Street
Mike Michaud, 50 Cheney Lane
Luis A. Gonzalez, 16 Judge Lane
Nicole Miller, 28 Carriage Drive
Eric Madel, 32 Willow Lane
Lamar McKnight
Catherine Vumback, 10 Pheasant Run
David & Sandrine Prentice, 57 Tunxis Road

VI.

REMARKS BY COUNCELORS ON PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
•
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Theresa Krusewski, 79 Moreland Avenue
Emily Labieniec, 63 Styles Avenue
Ricardo Mickens, 152 Centerwood Road
David Galante
Tina Bouchard
Art & Jaime Salvadori, 23 Little Brook Drive
Julie Chamberland, 51 Hopkins Drive
Kathryn Canpari, 235 Hickory Hill Lane
Samantha King
K. Rodriguez
Jarrod Fisher, 253 Lamplighter Lane
Megan Kelly, 25 Trout Brook Circle
Ryan & Jennifer Harrison, 72 Carriage Hill
Scott McBride, 21 Red Rock Circle

Mayor DelBuono stated that some of the letters received mentioned the council taking action
to open the community center being on the agenda tonight. That is not on our agenda this
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evening and will be getting a health update which will perhaps give us some guidance. Do
appreciate the number of letter received.
VIII.
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NEW BUSINESS (Action May Be Taken by Waiving the Rules)
A. MDC Sewer Backup Issues
• Scott Jellison, Chief Executive Officer of The MDC thanked the Mayor and Town
Council for adjusting the agenda. Do have a long presentation, will try to make it short.
Here with me tonight is our Chairman, Bill DiBella, Commissioner Dom Payne, and
Commissioner Patel. Mr, Patel is an engineer and Mr. Payne is well versed in
construction and both completely understand the issues; you are well represented in the
Town ofNewington. The date ofthe event was January 16, 2021. As some ofyou may
know, I've had a lot of discussions with the town manager and the Mayor, and our
commissioners regarding this event. The event occurred on January 16th with about 1.6
inches of rain and there were overflows that affected more than eight homes in the
Brookdale, Greenlawn and Taft area. There are a lot of questions as to why this occurred
with only a 1.6" rain event, when two weeks prior there were 3" of rain, We understand
and empathetic to this issue - having storm water and sewage in your home is difficult
especially when trying to take care of someone from a distance, We try to do what we can
and what is feasible under our ordinances and claims guidelines. Unfortunately with this
event, there was no blockage, nothing collapsed in our sewer system, therefore it was
truly an event where the rain overwhelmed the sewer pipe, The majority ofthese homes
are very close to the Newington trunk sewer that serves this area and close to a stream in
that area. A home close to the stream is lowest in the area and most likely to be affected
by flooding. Unfortunately, because there was no blockage and with our claims policy
we have three levels. First it is an act of God and there is no blockage and there was
nothing MDC did to cause this. The next level there is a blockage, which did occur on
February 17th on Prince Avenue, 14 inch of rain that day, and four homes closest to the
man hole were impacted; not to the severity of the Brookdale event, but because there
was a blockage on Prince Avenue, we did make the homes habitable. If we were
negligent, a contractor or ourselves damaged a pipe in building or maintaining it, then we
would be responsible to make it not only habitable, but also to replace personal effects.
Mr. Jellison provided an overview ofthe sewer system in the MDC area, Newington's
sewer system is not designed to take on water from sump pumps, etc. AI1 this water
coming from private properties is overwhelming the sewer system. Why is the sewer
system impacted by rain? Why this event occurred we don't know. We looked through
our system to find a blockage and there was none and unfortunately it is considered an act
of God; ifthere was a blockage in the main sewer then the MDC would clean the homes.
By ordinance, customers are responsible to clean service laterals from their home to the
street. We tried to do everything we could when this incident occurred in January - we
offered to tv everyone's lateral to make sure there were no blockages, typically we don't
do that, but we did in this event, The Clean Water program is about getting the excess
water out of the MDC sanitary sewers. Will be having a meeting with all towns to
discuss short-term protection to our residents through a backwater-valve program and
identifying risky areas in a community. In Newington, there is 128 miles of sewer pipes
and about 27% of that have been lined. The MDC has a 24 hour command center, The
MDC has a number of programs that are short-term solutions, If you are in a low lying
are in Newington and are susceptible to these type of events, even though not MDC's
responsibility, feel responsible to provide short-term solutions through backwater valves.
Working desperately to provide backwater valves in the Brookdale area to protect the ,
homes there. To date, only eight backwater valves in Newington. If you accept
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backwater valves, must disconnect sump pump and run to your backyard; not a real longterm solution. Backwater valves need to be maintained. The MDC approved, ifyou are
in need of a new sewer lateral, the MDC will allot up to $10,000 for that replacement,
and replace the existing leaking pipe with PVC pipe or new water service. Will amortize
over a 15-20 year period at a 6% interest rate and put it on your water bill. This is a way
to partner with MDC and afford new service to their home. Apologize for the length of
this presentation. Know how devastating it is to talk to residents and to explain to them
the act of God and the fact that MDC cannot pay for those types of events. It's not fun
and I've done it a million times; every time I have to do it, we feel for our residents and
customers,
Mayor DelBuono thanked Mr. Jellison for the detail in his presentation. She too spoke to
a few residents and it is a very difficult topic. We also have Ms. Rynn with us, she is
representing the neighborhood that was affected, would like to give her a chance to talk
before the councilors ask questions.
Christine Flynn stated that on behalf of the residents on Brookdale, Taft and Greenlawn
its' all been said. We are devastated. Our basements are demolished, our personal effects
are demolished. We woke up on Saturday moming [January 16, 2021], it had stopped
raining, not sure how others discovered situation, but my dryer alerted me to the fact that
there water in my basement, a foot of sewage water in my basement, flowing like a river.
I am very close the brook, on the brook actually, hence the flood insurance we have to
also purchase. If it only happened to me and my neighbor across the street, we still
would have had a lot of questions, but it happened to 10 plus residents in this area. It is
more than just an act of God in our opinion, we are all of the same mindset that
something happened a week prior, the removal of a root ball on Hillcrest - cause and
effect, Whatever that project was, it was a daylong project. Neighbors on Hillcrest
attested to the fact that three trucks ended up on the project working all day. Perhaps that
is what opened the floodgates, but that is cause and effect. It actually was a blockage that
was removed. Not an engineer, can't prove it, but for 10 people to endure what we
endured, almost at all the same levels, isjust too much of a coincidence. The personal
and emotional toll, not only for the people living in the homes, but their families who
have had to remove them from the homes, to come in an pay for the damages, most of
which, as Mr. Riopel said insurance does not cover, and that isjust for the cleanup. My
clean up alone cost $16,000. My finished basement, which I used every day is gone. I
can barely go down to my basement because the emotional toll it has taken on me. We
actually purchased this house for that reason, because the basement was finished, it was
beautiful and a livable space. Some people have had to leave their house due to health
hazards. Residents should be able to have use oftheir basements, finished or unfinished,
for storage, for living. At least 10 of us are not able to do that. A few of our neighbors
who didn't make a claim stated they probably won't be finishing their basements, As
John said he hadjust done extensive work and refinished his basement. Had we known
this could have happened, I've only lived here for a few years, som& have lived here for
40-60 years, and nothing like this has ever happened, I myself, have not had one ounce of
water, sewer or otherwise, up until this point and I've seen the brook rise to the top of the
area. It sounds like we as residents are between mommy and daddy and mommy and
daddy have to figure it out and we are stuck in the middle and that'sjust not right. It's
not fair, it's not right and our neighbors are really suffering because of it - financially,
emotionally, some physically in their health, and their adult children, adult grandchildren
have had to come in and help to take care of them. It is a horrible, horrible situation and
we are asking for The MDC and/or the town to take responsibility and come to the aid of
the residents here. Many ofus are putting together, we are keeping our receipts, we're
keeping our invoices, we're keeping our bills and then we think about the resale value of
9538633vl

Newington Town Council Meeting Minutes (2-23-2021)

our homes. Many of us have called the tax assessor and have asked to have the
basements removed from the tax rolls, we don't have them anymore, that's a loss of
income to the town. We as residents should be able to be comfortable and not fear any
rainstorm, any snowstorm, for the fear we are going to have our basements, and our upper
levels damaged because of that. Yes, there was a rain event, I've lived here with
numerous rain events and nothing like that has occurred. This was a cause and effect
event that happened to too many people for it to just be an act of God. Know that once
upon a time we used the term act of God as a description for something we couldn't
explain, this can be explained, not an expert, but we all believe this can be explained,
Know you have heard from me and many of the residents and wejust want to continue to
be heard. We really want to see something, notjust going forward, we have to look at
what happened to all ofus and how much money we are all out, how many possessions
we all lost, some very, very personal possessions because who doesn't use their basement
as storage. I used my basement to get ready for work every day so I lost clothing, things I
used every day because it was a working basement. Some people, including ourselves,
lost heirlooms, tools - we should be able to use that portion of our house without a worry
that something from the outside is going to come in and ruin it. I can understand burst
pipes, that stuff happens, but for something like this that we had absolutely no control
over it's too hard a pill for all ofus to swallow, We will continue to reach out and share
our concems and we respectfully ask for consideration from MDC and the town to help
us financially with the devastation we all dealt with.
Mayor DelBuono stated that this is an extremely difficult subject. Hear how deeply
affected you were and know that all the other residents were too after speaking with a
number of them. Had an incident in my home a few years back, and I shared this with
Mr. Jellison, we had never taken in water in our home, I was fortunate is was storm water
and not sewer water backup in our basement and we didn't get any coverage for it either
at the time and it was devastating. We lost a lot ofpossessions and mine was not sewage
so I can only imagine what you and your neighbors have been through. I am horrified for
your. We are in a very difficult position - the sewer pipes are not ours to own, it is an
MDC run system, that is why I asked them to be here tonight to help us understand better.
Councilor Miner asked if there was any history on the MDC records of sewer backups on
any of these three streets.
Ms. Jellison stated that there have been very few backups in Newington within the recent
years. MDC didn't start electronically keeping track of them until 1998. Only have eight
backwater valves in town. One of our challenges and I'll use this event as an example,
you can imagine, it is a very volatile and emotional issue for the families that are affected
and there was a number offamilies that didn't want the MDC in their basement. I've
explained and talked to anyone that would listen is that unfortunately there is an
understanding, maybe not on everyone's part, but a lot ofplumbers that do plumbing in
basements understand our sewer system very well. They understand that MDC does not
want, and it is illegal, to discharge ground water from sump pumps to the sewage system.
A lot of times there are surcharge, we are not notified. The number of people that called
on this event was eight homes, I don't doubt there were more, but they didn't call and
there is a reason why they didn't call and the MDC, although we feel terrible for these
homeowners, we can't be responsible for 10 feet of groundwater surcharging above our
sewer pipes that was built to collect sewer, not groundwater. Mr. Jellison asked The
MDC Chief Operating Officer, Chris Levesque, who is on the phone of they had a list of
surcharges.
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Chris Levesque stated he does not but stated that in 2018 they issued 17 pamphlets in that
area regarding backwater valves and installed only eight over a two-year period, We can
run the numbers and provide that information.
Mr. Jellison stated that in this event, we are going to start documenting that when people
verbally tell us they don't want us in their basement, typically we wouldjust go away.
Now we are documenting the fact that the home doesn't want a backwater valve or tojoin
the sump pump disconnect program, that way when we do have an event that is
devastating to the homeowner or new homeowner, we can say this home was surcharged
we offered a backwater valve disconnect sump pump program and it was declined, Sure
many people didn't call MDC.
Councilor Miner sated that he asked because he, as a member of the fire depanment, was
present on the 16th and it a common call for groundwater infiltration or sump pump
failures, After doing a query over those three streets over the past 18 years that we have
had computer dispatching, we have no calls for service to those addresses or those streets,
which raises the question to me, what was different on that moming, what changed? I
pulled an hour by hour precipitation report that showed 1.67 inches over a 9 hour period,
As one of the previous homeowner alluded to before there were other rain events earlier.
Hearing that a root ball was removed a week earlier, it is possible that another blockage
was created downstream? Is that conceivable?
Mr. Jellison stated that the answer yes, that is why we tv'd the entire area. As stated by
Mrs. Flynn, we spent an entire day removing the root ball, which again was upstream. So
when that was surcharging it didn't affect anyone upstream but through normal
maintenance we did remove it. If there were any remnants from that root ball that went
downstream and created a blockage, we stated it took all day to remove the blockage and
id doesn't typically remove itself. Every five years the MDC is required to clean 1,200
miles of sewer pipe, out tanker trucks have 2400 psi. I hoped and wished that we found a
blockage because I feel for the residents. The problem is, we have thousands ofpeople in
West Harford and Wethersfield and other towns where this happens all the time. Why
this happened, I don't know, there are so many variables - was it the snowpack, was it the
intensity of the storm, I don't toiow, I can only tell you what we found and we found
nothing. We are not in the business of skirting our responsibilities, that's not what I do
and that's not what our Chairman DiBella would even accept, That's not what
Commissioner's Patel and Payne would accept from me. There is no reason for the
MDC, expect for consistency with our claims policy, that we unfortunately did not find a
blockage. We are mandated, as part of our emergency response program, everything that
I talked about tonight, has been submitted and reviewed as part of our CMON program
under the clean water program with EPA Boston. We are mandated to follow this and if
we were to change the rules in the middle of the game for one incident like this, we
would be held accountable for every other instance like this and the MDC's avalorem for
our member towns would be extremely higher, so we arejust trying to be consistent, we
did not find a blockage and we do not believe a blockage canjust relieve themselves. A
blockage is like a dam, when something starts to collect, it collects everything and the
blockagejust gets bigger, and bigger.
Councilor Miner stated that the conceming part is, and you brought up, is that you
brought up a blockage a week eariier. It could have gone down street, blocked up and
with enough pressure pushed itself and relieved it. I appreciate your response. Thank
you.
Mayor DelBuono asked Mr. Jellison about identifying low-lying areas in Newington and
creating a map of those areas. How is the MDC going to notify residents that they are in
an at-risk area, or are you, or does the town need to partner in that? Believe that is

9538633vl

Newington Town Council Meeting Minutes (2-23-2021)

important; know where we are with this situation, but we need to protect our residents in
the future too.
Mr. Jellison stated that is a great question, but there is a practical problem. I talked to a
gentlemen who called on behalf of his mom, I explained what I said to you, and I
understand the pain their family is going through with this. I explained the backwater
program, he understood everything I was saying, didn't agree with me and his answer to
me was that this is a problem for us to figure out, but he said my mom cannot maintain a
backwater valve, and I cannot come down from Southwick, MA every time there is a
storm. The flyers we provide is just part of the program; there is more detail than the
flyer we give. His point was his mother would not be able to understand how it works.
So this is a challenge for us, the town and the residents, how do we educate the
community on how the MDC can help in the short-term. We have a meeting tomorrow at
1:00 p.m. with the town engineer and town manager to try to find a solution. The last
thing we want to ha.ve happen is for this to happen to these homeowners again, God
forbid. This happened to me in West Hartford and it is terrible, we were trying to educate
people about backwater valves and the sump pump program and in the midst of that it
happened again. We don't want that the happen here, we are desperately trying to get
into everyone's homes that was affected in January and trying to make sure that their
homes are protected to the best that we can, It is a challenge with the demographics of
certain communities; the most difficult thing for a water company/sewer company is to
get into a basement. We recently had scammers claiming to be MDC employees going
into homes, stealing money and scamming residents. Whenever we are working in
communities, we notify the local police; MDC has a police force, and our Captain, Hank
Martin usually works directly with them. It is a challenge and we are going to need the
help of the town.
Mayor DeIBuono stated it is a priority that needs to be worked on together. Important that
residents in those at risk areas are notified and are at least made aware of the risk to that
they can the decision for themselves with as much information we can provide between
your agency and us. Glad to hear that there is a meeting happening and that the dialogue
is continuing, I.hear Mr. Flynn though, the situation that she and these families are in is
just hard to fathom living through this. I think what is frustrating, and Mr. Jellison and I
talked about this, is that there are a lot of factors causing the problem - added water going
into the system that doesn't belong there or shouldn't be there.thaf people are putting in
without permission. The problem is if these residents didn't do that and they followed all
the rules and got all he permits, how are they the ones being punished now, dealing with
this and paying for it when they didn't have input into that.
Mr, Jellison stated that Linbrook in West Harford is very similar to the Brookdale area,
one of the lowest parts of the area with everyone upstream discharging illegal
groundwater to the system. Unfortunately, the lowest area in the sewer system is the one
most susceptible to the surcharging. Two or three feet in elevation makes a huge
difference. I don't disagree with you, but the challenge we have in the MDC is that we
are protecting everyone, Everything that the MDC spends in reimbursement and repairs,
allof that cost is bome by everyone and that is shared with all of the customers in our
town. East Harford is lucky, they have 10-13 feet ofsand and don't have ground water
problems like Wethersfield, Newington and West Hartford, but they have to pay, as part
of the avalorem process any and all of those expenses. The more we fix our pipes; every
pipe we line, the groundwater situation is going to be worse and the groundwater is going
to get higher and higher because all of that water is going into the sewer pipe and it is not
supposed to be there. We are mandated by the EPA, and as you know, in 2005 and 2006,
the MDC paid an $800,000 fine and stated that you will do X. All of these expenses are
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bome by everyone in the eight member towns and the MDC is not the generator of the
ground water causing these problems.
Ms. Flynn asked Mr. Jellison how long it takes a root ball to establish itself in a pipe.
Mr. Jellison stated he doesn't know.
Ms. Flynn stated that it doesn't happen ovemight. Where is the forethought to say, for
years the water has been blocked by the root ball and has been going wherever, not
through the pipe or very little, where is the forethought when you remove a blockage like
that to say ok, where is the water going to go now? That is my issue, we had no idea
there was a blockage and the water wasn't flowing properly. Get that MDC has ajob to
do, need to clean and remove blockages, but what happens then? Where did all that water
got, where did it end up? In our basements. In the event you need to remove a blockage,
it'sjust common sense that you would notify people. We all feel that the removal of the
blockage was the cause and effect. There was a blockage that was removed and it caused
all of the water to flow where it wasn't supposed to flow. That is my thought, that is
what we are all thinking. Know you have fancy charts and engineering designs that say
that didn't happen, but we are talking about one specific blockage a week prior to what
happened to us and that needs to be taken into consideration. God bless the fire
department, they were the first ones on scene - comes into my house telling me he can't
go down to my basement for health reasons, I understand and don't fault them. Yes, it
rained, but there was a blockage,
Mayor DelBuono asked Mr. Chapman if he wanted to weigh in on this discussion,
Town Manager Chapman stated he appreciates the information Mr. Jellison; based on his
description, it seems that this problem is not going to be remedied anytime soon and it's
not something that you can wave a magic wand to and say it is never going to happen
again. Has there been any other regional water and sewer providers that have had similar
problem and is there anything such as a flood insurance policy that MDC could purchase
on behalf of all of its members and all its users to at least have compensation for these
people that may get hit inadvertently by a backup, Seems to be a remedy for Mrs, Flynn
and others for losses going forward. Would it be feasible to have a blanket policy that
MDC purchased and added to our bills to help if someone has a legitimate backup into
their homes, As far as back-flow preventers on all the houses, we have approx. 12,000
houses in Newington; almost impossible to expect that everyone would put a back-flow
preventer in. We have a problem, it's here and it's not going to go away. Feel it would
be advantageous to explore the possibility of a blanket insurance policy. IfNewington's
only had this a few times, I don't see where the losses would be that insurmountable. But
for an individual like Mrs. Flynn and the neighbors it is significant; ten, fifteen, twenty
thousand dollars is a lot of money and they are all innocent victims. Possibly a step in the
right direction. As far as the current situation, it is unusual for this to happen in
Newington and MDC shouldjust bite the bullet. Thank you.
Mr. Jellison stated a couple of things, Before I discuss anything about a blanket policy I
just wanted to let everyone know that the MDC, as a sewer company, does not own the
infrastructure on private property. We are notregulated by EPA to deal with storm
water. I will definitely bring this to ourlegal counsel to see if there is some way we could
provide this. That challenge is that the EPA has said to other consent decree
communities.. .our decree states that we are to address inflow from private homes. Let
me give you an example how the town of Southing dealt with this about 10 years ago.
They put a $100 charge on peoples water bills and stated that if they don't disconnect
your illegal connection we are going to charge you $100. Because it is difficult to get
into home and verify, a property seller or buyer can easily reconnect something that was
undone, It's impractical to try and police this issues. The real issue to solve this problem
10
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VII.

long-term is like what we did in West Hartford - we built a storm pipe, with the town, in
the middle of the street and have the homes connected to the storm pipe. That is the only
solution that will solve this problem forever. MS4 is a storm water regulation that is
slowly migrating to towns across the country. CT DEEP will eventually start to
implement MS4 storm water regulations on towns like they applied a $3 billion program
on the sewer system for the MDC. That is when the inflow and storm water will become
a town issue and a resident issue, not an MDC issue. We could, as part of the clean water
project, go and know on everyone's door and say you are illegally discharging, let us in
or we are going to fine you and all the EPA. We don't want to do that. It's not practical.
People will disconnect it and reconnect it when we leave. The real solution is a storm
water pipe in the middle of the street, especially in these low lying areas so that it goes
directly into the stream abutting their properties and not into our sewer pipe which is
taking up capacity. I will bring that to my legal department, but because we don't have
the authority to deal with storm water in your town, we don't own infrastructure on
private property, whether water or sewer lines to homes, doubt we would have the ability
to provide insurance on private property.
Mr. Chapman stated that it may be a joint venture for the town and MDC and maybe a tri
effort with the homeowners and MDC and the town all sharing in the cost of the blanket
insurance policy that would cover every property in the town. Not saying that is the fix of
the problem, but a way to protect residents. If it's shared three ways, it may not be as
expensive.
Mayor DelBuono thanked everyone for his or her time this evening. Still have a weighty
agenda.
William DiBella, MDC Chairman stated that he has been listening to this discussion; they
will take a look at the insurance, laterals are insured in a similar way we can take a look
at that. Again, that is a fix that will solve a short-term program. The long-term program is
the questions. If you look at the three towns, you will see it is ground water and that is an
obligation the town has. We believe that there has to be a better approach and we think it
needs to be a regional approach. I think we've got West Hartford to understand that.
Newington has a problem and so does Wethersfield and as a regional body we don't have
responsibility for ground water, However, it is a problem that affects us, and most
importantly it affects the people we service. Within the next 5-6 years, the efforts on
infrastructure in the country, this may be something to talk about as a long-term problem
and get together as a region and help solve those major issues with groundwater for those
three towns. We will being that back to the public works board where sewer
responsibilities are for the MDC, will discuss that and get back to you. That may be
something we can do in the short run to solve the problem. The long term solution would
be storm sewers in Wethersfield, West Hartford and Newington. We will be back.
Mayor DelBuono thanked everyone for the open dialogue this evening. Tough subject.
It's hard, feel for both sides on this issue. Glad to hear you are having a meeting. Please
keep the council informed of the outcome of that meeting in terms of suggestions or
strategies, or any help we be, we would appreciate that. Thank you Mrs. Lynn for
representing your neighborhood, appreciate your being on this evening.

CONSEDERATION OF OLD BUSINESS
A. Health Update - COVID- 19
•

Town Manager Chapman stated that it has been a year since this has become an issue for
the town and Charlie has been doing a greatjob keeping us informed and what we should
be doing to protect our community, their health and safety. Meghan Manke is also with
us this evening.
11
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Charles Brown stated that Newington has had 2,303 total cases with 101 deaths.
Currently in the red alert phase in the four towns in the district. Red alert phase was set
as a parameter to pull back from reopening things. Know cases going down, have to
recognize, still a lot of case out there. Happy to see numbers coming down, have seen
that since the end of January. Encourage everyone to continue protective measures,
including getting vaccinated. Beginning March 1, people 55 and above can get
vaccinated. Planning on meeting with school districts to discuss vaccinating school
personnel. The biggest issue is availability of the vaccine. Have 10 clinics scheduled in
Newington over the next several weeks. Will continue to work with CERT volunteers.
Newington volunteers are the best and are outstanding with what they do, Great asset we
can utilize,
Meghan Manke stated that our CERT volunteers have been absolutely amazing. They
have done five clinics so far and have 28 more to do, have plenty of assistance.
Definitely going above and beyond. If you are interested in joining our CERT team,
please email me at mn'ianke@newingtonct.go.v and we will get you trained and get you
in. Huge asset to the community and a big part of our emergency evacuation plan. Do
have a couple more clinics planned for Newington; plan is to vaccinate most vulnerable
population. Diane at the Senior Center and Carol at Human Services have been at
scheduling and rescheduling these clinics; it's been a great team effort.
Mayor DelBuono, in response to letters from travel basketball parents, asked Mr. Brown
his thoughts on opening the community center. Know other communities do things
differently, but would like him to weigh in on where we are at.
Mr. Brown stated that he is heartened that numbers have been declining since January,
but want to remind people that we are still in the red alert level for COVID. Trying to
peel back closing down facilities and having restricted in one of the things we do when at
those higher levels. Lower that what we were, but higher than what I think we should be
to consider rolling back at this time. At the CCHD we don't feel pulling back restrictive
measures at this point is the right thing to do, Fully understand the need for people to find
activities for their children. Huge advocate ofbasketball or any activity along those lines.
The issue we have is that there is still a high number of cases in this community and
across the state. In the past two weeks starting to see communities not in the red, For now
we need to stay the course and continue monitoring case rates and when it falls below the
red, then absolutely there are things we can consider to start opening up the facilities.
Unfortunately right now that is not the case.
Councilor Miner stated that he understands Mr. Brown opinion regarding recreational
programs, with that said, programming is not something we can tum on and off like a
light switch. Would it be prudent for us to say we will have a tentative open up date for
such and such activities based on a week of percentage being x amount per thousand or
100 thousand as a bench mark and it it goes up we shut it down. For us not to have any
forethought as to what that should be, we are not acting in the best interest of the
residents that do want to participate in these programs, its difficult when there are high
school athletics occurring. I can go to the bowling alley or the gym and get a haircut, yet
I can't do yoga. To me it is not consistent. I can't bet a book out of the library, yet I can
go to the Wadsworth. Just looking for consistency.
Mr. Brown stated that he agrees that there should be consistency and most of those
activities should not be allowed at this point.
Councilor Miner stated that the govemor is allowing that as of March 16th.
Mr. Brown stated yes. They have set limits when we can actually start to pull back on
those things. Right now we are at the red alert level and that is 15 cases per 100,000 and
above and at this point Newington is at 26.6 cases per 100,000 - well above that 15 rate.
12
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It is coming down and when we get to the point where we are very near coming out of the
red or out of the red, that's when we can look at the opportunity to open things up.
Agree, there are some things we can do safely. WTien out of the red, library operations
can be something that is considered because they can take precautions with people using
that facility. Basketball is challenging though,
Mr. Miner stated beyond basketball, what about any other recreational programming.
Mr. Brown stated that no, if we are opened at the point when we get out of the red that is
the limit when we start having the conversation. I can't set a date on it. Trust me, I'm not
trying to be arbitrary and say we need to restrict activities. We have a large number of
cases within the community still.
Mr. Miner stated can we theoretically say, following the state's guidance ofMarch 16th,
should our positivity rate be 15 per 100,000 we can reopen. I'm looking for a benchmark
of what we need to be at and if you don't follow mandated precautions, we are going to
shut it back down.
Mr. Brown stated he doesn't think that is prudent at this point, setting an arbitrary date.
Mr. Miner stated that is it not an arbitrary date. It would be based upon the rate and
whatever you feel comfortable. If we can are at a certain rate we can reopen, it we aren't
we cannot.
Mr. Brown stated I hear what you are saying. I will have a discussion with the town
manager to set a potential date, The level is something that we can set but first let's get
out ofthe red, then we can have that conversation. I think our focus at this time should be
maintaining preventive measures we have in place to protect our residents and staff.
Mr. Miner asked how many shots have been administered in Newington to date.
Mr. Brown stated that is zero; planning on administering 160 doses to the most
vulnerable in Newington this week and have 10 clinics scheduled over the nextseveral
weeks. We will also be vaccinating hundreds ofeducators and education personnel in
March, The resources ofthe health district are stretched; being stretched thin by
mandates. We will continue working with superintendents and emergency management
offices to make things happen. The biggest factor is whether or not we receive the
vaccines we need.
Mr. Miner asked if there were any resources available that could be reimbursed by the
CARES Act.
Mr, Brown stated they have funding to cover contract nurses, don't think that will be
needed. The issue is getting the vaccine doses and we have no control over that. Have
been assured by the govemor's office that they will be getting additional vaccines. Have
hopes that the Johnson & Johnson vaccine comes in, that will be a game changer; that
will allow us to reach people that are homebound. The availability of the vaccine is the
biggest X factor we have.
Councilor Manke stated that he hopes we get out of the red soon. Asked Mr. Brown if he
had any plans for phased reopenings.
Mr. Brown stated utilizing the plans we had from the fall and starting from there makes
sense. My focus right now if getting the vaccine into as many people as possible so we
can continue to bring rates down and provide protection within the communities,
Definitely going to have a conversations with the town manager about what makes sense
at that time.
Councilor Miner asked if the positivity rate was limited to one age group,
Mr, Brown stated that it is a lot of family transmission, unfortunately we see a lot of
cases with travel sports, hockey has recently been an issue. It's small gatherings and
family transmissions driving these numbers. Thankfully seeing a lot less deaths that we
did last spring and the rate of fatalities has dropped significantly. Most long term care
13
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facilities have received two doses of the vaccine, that will be a game changer. Concemed
about the variants coming up within the state, the b.1,1.7 which is the UK variant is
probably more widespread than the reported 40-50 cases; also the South African variant
that does not match up with some ofthe vaccines. The ability to spread is out there;
viruses do a goodjob of adaptation. The best way to protect everyone is to get as many
people as we can vaccinated.
Mr. Miner asked if the vaccination covers all variants of the virus.
Mr. Brown stated right now it covers the main virus that we have seen and studies have
shown that it covers the UK one fairly well, but is doesn't do as good ajob against the
South African variant or other variants we have seen.
Councilor Nagel asked ifthe level comes down it doesn't mean that everything is going
to be back in person, correct? It's going to be on an individual basis in terms of what the
activities and spaces in facilities are.
Mr. Brown stated that he really thinks it depends on what the activity is. There are certain
activities in town people would like opened, the library for example. Protocols have been
established and put in place so if we are below that alert level that can make it safer for
the staff and for residents. There are also other activities that are higher risk and we will
look at the risk factor and determine whether or not that it's prudent to allow that activity.
A lot of things factor into this and I don't take lightly the guidance we get from the
department of public health and the CDC. It is confusing for people who see basketball
being played on TV, or high schools being allowed to play sports, but at the same time, I
understand the dichotomy behind the town facilities being closed.
Councilor Nagel stated that it's his understanding thatjust because you've received the
vaccine, that doesn't mean you can slack off in terms of protection you took before
getting the vaccine.
Mr. Brown stated that regardless of whether you have been vaccinated or not, you need to
continue with protective measures, because there is the remote possibility that someone
can spread the virus even though they are protected from it. Think the CDC is going to
coming out with updated guidelines regarding this.
Councilor Nagel asked ifage plays a factor involving the vaccine, or is itjust be careful
of each other.
Mr. Brown stated that the people who are older should get yaccinated , as seen in nursing
homes, it's done a greatjob protecting them from succumbing from this disease, I urge
everyone how has the opportunity to get vaccinated to do so. Caregivers should be
vaccinated. They are working their way down in age groups now, it's no longer about
what you do, but how old you are. There are pros and cons to that approach, but right
now I think we need to get as many shots into people that we can. Please, when you
become eligible, take that opportunity and get vaccinated.
Councilor Budrejko stated that availability seems to be the key, in your opinion, I've read
that maybe one dose of the vaccine is as effective, particularly the Pfizer and also that the
refrigeration requirements could be relaxed a bit in terms of storage and refrigeration,
Can you comment on that.
Mr. Brown stated not very much on the refrigeration part. I know that they are continuing
to do studies on the efficacy of the vaccine to stretch what available supple we have. I
know that the UK is going to stop doing second doses, they arejust giving the first dose
so there is some level ofprotection and the first dose does provide a level of protection,
but not the 94.5% level of protection that a 2-dose regimen does, Know that at the
federal level they are looking at how to stretch the resources to at least try to curb some
of the variants and their impact in the near future. We are going to follow the policies set
at this point and the only vaccine we have available to us is the Moderna vaccine.
14
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Councilor Manke stated that within the last year we have all had a number of sleepless
nights thinking about COVID, sure you have too. Thank you for setting up all these
clinics for us, it cannot be easy setting upclinics in four different towns. Appreciate all
yourefforts.
• Mr. Brown sated that we have had tremendous support from all of our member towns.
We will continue to support you as long as we are needed.
• Mayor DelBuono thanked Mr. Brown for redirecting their focus. Have been looking at
the rates go down and we lost sight of the fact that we are still in the red alert zone, that
helped me get my mind around it better. Yes, we are moving in the right direction, but
there is still a lot of movement that we need in order to feel safe. I want to thank for
putting it in perspective and appreciate your professionalism with us, know if it is a
difficult time. You seem to be the bad guy and getting a bad rap by making those
decisions, but we rely on you and you are the expert. I appreciate you making time for us
tonight, heard that you are out of town.
B. Town Hall Project Update
• Town Manager Chapman stated that the town hall project is continuing. Contractor is
working on the front parking lot getting that ready for pavement as soon as the weather
breaks and the asphalt plants open. Work is still going on at the police department at the
area that was detached from the old town hall and that will continue for at least several
more weeks, Happy to report that the human services refrigeration has its own air
conditioning system built in and it seems to be working and those units will be able to be
used in the future. Just do other odd and ends in the building. Did sign off that we are
substantially complete with the building and things are winding down slowly. If you have
any questions, please let me now, otherwise everything is ok,
• Councilor Manke thanked Mr. Chapman for the refrigeration unit air conditioner; sure
Human Services appreciates it as well.
• Mayor DelBuono stated it is good to hear that we are substantially complete. That was a
milestone that we've been looking for; glad to hear we made it there.
C. Transfer of Funds - Fenn Road Sale
Motion by Councilor Budrejko
CERTIFICATION:
In accordance with Section 808 of the Town Charter, I hereby certify that there exists, free
from encumbrances, in the following appropriations in the General Fund, the amounts Usted below.
Accoynt Nymber
10151.5903

Title
SaleofTownLand

Amount
$65,000.00
Janet Murphy, Director ofFinance

RESOLVED:
That the Newington Town Council hereby transfers the above-certified funds in the General
Fund to the following accounts in the Land Acquisition Fund:
AccoyniNymber
34001.7032

Title
Transfer from the General Fund

Amoynt
$65,000.00

Seconded by Councilor Nagle. Motion passed 9-0 (roll call vote)
• Councilor Budrejko stated that she found out that the Town has an ordinance and that the town is
supposed to deposit funds annually into the land acquisition fund for purposes of procuring and
15
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preserving open space. I don't think that there has been any deposits into this account, beyond
the initial creation ofthe fund, so it's been stagnant for years. I, along with many others, are
thrilled to see this deposit is being made from the proceeds of the sale of the Fenn Road property.
I certainly hope this resolution will pass and will continue to try and provide funds for this
account in the future.
Mayor DelBuono stated that she couldn't agree more. She also asked Mr. Chapman to look into
that in terms of the history of the account and give us an update on that and if there has been any
activity in the last few years.
Town Manager Chapman stated that he will look into the ordinance and if, in fact, we are
supposed to be making a deposit into that account, we will put that into our budget.
D. Approval of Revised Inland Wetland Regulations

Motion by Councilor Manke
RESOLVED:
The Newington Town Council, pursuant to the Newington Code of Ordinances, Chapter
427, Article I, Adoption of Regulations, hereby approves the amendments to the "Inland Wetlands
and Watercourses Regulations ofthe Town ofNewington" as proposed by and subjected to a Public
Hearing by the Conservation Commission and review by the Town Council.
Seconded by Councilor Donahue. Motion passed 8-1 (roll call vote)
• Councilor Manke asked if this was reviewed by TPZ.
• E, Hinckley stated yes it was reviewed by TPZ, they made comments early on and we removed
some things that they were concerned about. That is the reason it went to straight definition,
because TPZ, there was stuff in there to regulate, the conservation commission took it under
advisement and removed it from the draft portion before you.
• Councilor Camillo stated that he thinks this should go back to the TPZ for them to review; think it
hinders any type of development in town.
• E. Hinckley stated that all they did was add a definition; there is nothing that says they have to
regulate it, there's nothing on any application that says you have to identify ifyou have a vemal
pool.
• Councilor Camillo stated that there are guidelines there too, so I really think it should go back to
TPZ before we vote on it.
• Andreas Sadil stated that the guidelines are outside the regulation and they are strictly
informational, Just reference information in case anyone wants it, But as far as regulations, that
is why we set it up that way.
• Councilor Camillo stated that they should have voted on it to see if it came forward to us, so why
don't you let them do that.
• Mayor DelBuono asked if Councilor Camillo was referring to the TPZ voting on it.
• Councilor Camillo stated yes,
• Mayor DelBuono stated that they did already. Correct?
• Councilor Camillo stated that they did not vote on it.
• Andreas Sadil stated (to E. Hinckley) - correct me if I'm wrong, but they can make a
recommendation but they don't normally vote on changes to the regulations.
• Councilor Camillo stated yes, they are supposed to vote on it before it gets moved forward back
to the council.
• E, Hinckley stated that they haven't done that in the past, but if that is what you guys want, that is
what you will direct us to do.
• Councilor Camillo stated please. Thank you.
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Mayor DelBuono stated that she" is going to continue with discussion. She hears Councilor
Camillo's concems but we wall have to consider it.
Councilor Budrejko stated that she wants to clarify with Mr. Hinckley and Commissioner Sadil
that there will be no additional burden to a homeowner if they want to build a deck, a shed or
whatever and having to prove whether or not a vemal pool is present, you know hiring soil
scientists or acquiring any kind of expertise, Will there be any additions to the application
process for commercial developers? Is adoption ofthis definition going to impact in any way
developer or homeowners, Is it going to be any different today than tomorrow if we adopt this?
E. Hinckley stated no, and my feeling is, and Chairman Sadil can also comment on this, is that no
place in the regulation is anyone required to identity a vernal pool. If a large developer shows one
on a plan going forward, yes, the conservation commission will treat it as wetland and move
forward, They are not required to identify it. This is just a definition if somebody wants to know
what it is.
Mr. Sadil stated that is correct. I concur with Mr. Hinckley. They fill out their application, the
100-foot buffer still applies and that is with any application. If they want to use a soil scientist,
that is up to them. With or without this definition [the 100 foot buffer] still stays in place. There
are not additional structure changes to the application process.
Councilor Budrejko stated that having sat in on your meetings, discussions of vernal pools do
come up at times when the conditions warrant it. It's a normal process ofreviewing an
application and this particular definition is not adding anything or making anything more
stringent, It'sjust a clarification for the applicant what a vemal poolmeans.
Mr. Sadil stated that is correct. It defines.
Councilor Budrejko stated that in my opinion this has been reviewed, this was not developed in a
shotgun approach and that the commission has been discussing it for some time. You have
experts on your corrunission who did research, homework and development to come up with this
definition. It was sent to TPZ where they had the opportunity over several meetings to comment
on it. Believe that their recommendations and concems were sent back to you. You adopted
them, had several public hearings on them. So, in my opinion, I'm not quite sure why it has to go
back to any other commission at this point.
Mr. Sadil stated that in my opinion there is no agenda here whatsoever, It's more of a corrective
action because we've had instances where the question comes up and there is nothing in our regs
that treats it. You may remember an application that came back to us a few years ago and this
was a hot topic. We forced the applicant to hire an outside expert to counter feelings from the
public. There was no guidance on our end, we had outside entities controlling the discussion
when the commission should have been controlling the discussion. In my mind it is a corrective
action and if it ever comes up again it is defined and there are guidelines in the reference section,
We are trying to make this as unburdensome as possible. We canvassed areas towns to see what
they have and I think that this is sufficient for Newington. We arejust adding the definition and
guidelines in case anyone ever needs it.
Councilor Anest stated that she agrees with Councilor Budrejko. TPZ did have several meetings
where they discussed this and it was by consensus that they agreed to the final revision that was
presented to them with the clarifying language defining what it is. I don't believe that they
needed to vote on it and unless something has changed in the past 10 years, I don't believe they
need to vote on it; all that is needed is their consensus to move it to the council,
Mayor DelBuono stated that we do have Councilor Camillo's request to table this this evening for
more time to consider it. Councilor Camillo do you want to explain what you are asking for.
Councilor Camillo stated that he wants the TPZ to look at it one more time and get back to us
before we vote on it whether it comes back to us or not.
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Mayor DeIBuono stated that she doesn't think TPZ is required to vote on it. Mr. Camillo has a
request on the table to table this. I'm not hearing from anyone. Mr. Camillo do you want to put a
formalresolution..,,
Councilor Camillo stated that we should definite vote on this, but I don't think it should go
forward.
Mayor DelBuono stated that right now we have a motion on the table that we need to vote on. If
you are requesting we table it, that is a different subject entirely and that would be up to the
person that made the motion to rescind the motion.
Councilor Camillo stated let'sjust vote on the motion - it's either yes or no.
Councilor Miner requested the roll call.
E. Library Roof Update
•

Town Manger Chapman stated that the library roof has developed a number of water
leaks, and it appears that we need to more thanjust a patchjob on it, that will not remedy
the situation. Will be coming back to you to seek a sizeable amount of money to replace
the roof. The more we continue to repair, more damage is being done to the
infrastructure. I will have a better report for you once I receive it from the contractor.
The roof is sealed and water is being diverted.
F, Discussion - Beautification Committee
•

•

•

VIII.

Mayor DelBuono stated that she spoke to Mayor Stewart from New Britain, and she is
going to be sending me some information and materials on how they identified different
areas and the things they wanted to accomplish, My thought is we table this to our next
meeting.
Councilor Manke stated that this doesn't need to be tabled, we canjust leave it on the
agenda for our next meeting. Would rather have information from Mayor Stewart. Think
it is a worthwhile program and need to move forward with it; don't want to let it go.
Town Manager Chapman stated that in anticipation of this beautification comniittee
being created, contained in the town manager's proposed budget, we do have a $25,000
line item for beautification,

NEW BUSINESS (Action May Be Taken by Waiving the Rules)
A. MDC Sewer Backup Issues (discussed earlier)
B. 2020 Grand List Report
•

•
•

Steve Kosofsky stated that October 1, 2020 Grand List has been completed and it was
certified on January 29, 2021. This grand list does take in the implementation ofour state
mandated revaluation which is required to be done once every five years, Total Grand
List for $2,775,494,396 increase of $ 118,245,572 over total year ago or 4,5%. Increase is
completely attributable to the revaluation. Major increase in grand list from 2015 basis to
current year 2020. $103,711,620 due to revaluation. Still sluggish in actual economic
development growth (.20). Hopefully with the new economic development projects
we've been working on will come to fruition and reach the grand list next year. The real
estate portion increased 4.6% (majority due to revaluation). Personal property has
increased by $6.2 million or 3.8%. Motor vehicle list increased by $8.3 million or 31/2%.
Tax exempt portion of grand list also increased approx. $14 million and represents 15%
of the total of the real estate grand list.
Councilor Anest stated she sees exemption for personal property is that manufacturing?
Mr. Kosofsky stated that a majonty of it is. Solar exemptions are included as well as
exempt personal property of exempt organizations, mainly Hartford Hospital.
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•
•

Councilor Miner asked about line 23 on the chart, it has all zeros.
Mr. Kosofsky stated that they don't own the property, it is leased.

Motioii Councllor Manke to extend the meeting past 10:30 to conduct business; seconded by Coiincilor
Anest. Motion passed 9-0 (roll call vote)
C. Discussion - Amendment to Public School CIP Reserve Fund Ordinance
•
•

•
•

•

•
•
•

Town Manger Chapman stated that he has no objection to the council revising the BOE
CIP Ordinance
Dr. Maureen Bmmmett stated that she had a discussion the town manager and Janet
Murphy about this; goal is to reduce operating budget request. This year we are
collecting approx. $130,000 in pre-K tuition, an increase because of increase in program
- adding 2 teachers and 2 classrooms to be in compliance with state and federa]
regulations about mainstreaming and integration, This money would typically go to the
CIP Fund, given that it is a new source of tuition revenue, have it simply offset the
operating budget, It will allow me to reduce the increase in this year's budget from .84 to
.66. My request going forward, not this year, but next years, is that we allow the pre-K
tuition be applied to operating budget and not CIP account as is currently the regulation
in the town ordinance, Peel that this would be beneficial to the greater good,
Mayor DelBuono stated that she remembers discussing tis with Dr. Brummett after she
was first hired.
Dr. Brummett stated that this was something she was allowed to do in here previous
district when pre-K expanded, it creates a good offset and allows for a lower budget ask
and it will create a reduction in my request for this year.
Mayor DelBuono stated hat because this is an ordinance, we would have a resolution at
our next meeting, statethe proposed amended language and set a date for a public
hearing,
Councilor Manke stated that this should be done as soon as possible.
Councilor Miner asked if they will be able to make adjustments prior to budget time.
Town Manager Chapman stated that is the intent.

D. EQC Annual Report to Town Council
•

Patty Foley, CQC Chairperson provided an update from November 2019 - November
2020; new members were sworn in in January (practically had a full turnover) with staff
member Rob Hillman remaining. In December 2019 the town council applied for the
Sustainable CT Award, had a meeting in February and then in March COVID hit. Our
liaison was reassigned and we lost him. A new liaison was assigned in October 2020,
Ms. Renata Bertotti and she is amazing and the previous town she worked for received
their award this past October, We had many activities planned for planned for the 50th
Anniversary of Earth Day, but all of that was curtailed due to COVID. We had a virtual
student poster contest through Newington public schools, but unfortunately did not have
a lot entries. Want to thank all prior members who served and contributed to the
economic viability of Newington. A majority of our time has been working on the
application, Ms. Foley stated that they have a lot of work to get done and only five
months to complete the application for submission to receive the award in October bronze = 200 action points; silver = 400 action points. Action items must be completed
within 12 months of the date of submission and the program runs from July to July.
Collaboration, cooperation and communication - those things make up sustainability.
When you get into the nitty-gritty of this, there are pages upon pages of action items that
need to be accomplished. We've been working on this for an entire year already and have
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not gotten very far. Part ofthe issue is that we aren't getting information from people.
There are 12 categories. I will be sending the town council a Policy for Equity, ifyou
accept it and pass it, we will get 15 points. Open Space and Beautification are both part
of this application - need to work together. Myelft and Renata Bertotti have divided up
the action items. Meriden, New Britain, Wethersfield and Avon have all received awards.
We have maybe 30 points accomplished so far and it seems to take forever to get answer.
I've been waiting more than five weeks on an answer to the C-Pace program which was
started in 2014. One of the things we need to do, which Renata is working on,is apply
equity to one ofthe action items, hopefully with the Newington school district working
with pollinators and getting children involved. There are a lot of items that I've asked for
information on and am still waiting with second requests that have not been answered.
Need to figure out a way to get this done and how it will work. It would be a wonderful
present to give the town, the residents and businesses of Newington - as sustainable
achievement in their 150th anniversary.
Councilor Anest asked if there was anything the council could do to assist in getting this
done, Anything we can do individually or collectively to help you. Seems like you are
doing this by yourself.
Ms, Foley stated that other commissioner are working on other things. I will be providing
you with an Equity Statement for you to review, pass and put in your minutes. Will
review and see what I can send to you for your assistance,
E. Police Contract
Town Manager Chapman stated that we have reached a tentative agreement with the
police union (uniformed officers, dispatchers, etc.). It will be for five years and the only
changes will be that they will get an annual increase of 2.25% in their salaries andjust
some clean up language on the insurance provision for married or civil union partners
that work for the department, which is already in place but not put into the contract. You
will see that 2.25% is standard settlement in arbitration and that is what we reached for
the next five years, Do want to compliment them, we did not need to involve attomeys,
they were very cooperative and we felt that this was fair and equitable for both parties.
The union membership has voted and their was unanimous support for moving this
forward.
Mayor DelBuono asked ifthe town attorney has reviewed this.
Town Manager Chapman stated that he believes that Mr. Ancona has reviewed this, but
there were really no significant changes to the contract other than the salary increases and
cleanup of the language.
Councilor Camillo asked if we can vote need to vote on this tonight.
Town Manager Chapman stated that he would like the council to do so. Show the police
union a vote of confidence, We will all be better off, can lock this in and be done with it.
Councilor Budrejko stated that she appreciates work of the town manager and the police'
willingness and cooperation on this. It seems like a fair contract.
Town Manager Chapman stated that this was the best and easiest contract negation that I
have ever done.
Councilor Miner asked what the goal of the adjustment on insurance was.
Town Manager Chapman stated that apparently years ago, there was a husband-wife
situation and both were being treated as ifthey were single and individual and it wasn't in
the best interest of the town for that to continue. Several years ago, both parties agreed
that married couples would be treated like any other married couple working for the town
of Newington, so it reduced our cost but it still provided both employees with maximum
benefit.
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•

Councilor Manke stated that he appreciates both sides working together to complete this.

Motion by Councilor Manke
RESOLVED:
The Newington Town Council, in accordance with the Town Council, Rules of Procedure,
§11 Voting, adopted February 11, 2020, hereby moves to allow action on New Business Agenda
Item VIII.E, to Authorize Keith Chapman, Town Manager to execute the NIPSEU Contract
between the Town of Newington and Police Department Personnel.
Seconded by Councilor Donahue. Motion passed 9-0 (roll call vote)
Motion by Councilor Manke
RESOLVED,
That the Newington Town Council, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes, Section 7-474(b), as
revised, hereby approves the agreement between the Town of Newington and Nutmeg Independent
Public Safety Employees Union (NIPSEU), representing personnel in the Newington Police
Department, and authorizes Keith Chapman, Town Manager to sign said agreement which covers
the contract period of July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2026.
Seconded by Councilor Nagel. Motion passed 9-0 (roll call vote)
Public Participation
•
•
•

DC.

Rose Lyons, 46 Elton Drive asked why the rules are being waived. Contract begins July 2021.
Mayor DelBuono stated that they were acting on it in good faith and deserve to hear the outcome
as quickly as possible.
Town Manager Chapman stated that they are not trying to skirt anything. Do have increase in
salaries andwant to make sure that the proposed budget includes those increases and reflects as
many of the contracts we have in place.
RESIGNATIONS/APPOINTMENTS (Action May Be Taken)
A. Resignation - Conservation Commission

Motion by Councilor Anest
RESOLVED:
That the Newington Town Council hereby accepts the resignation of Philip M. Block as a
member of the Conservation Commission, in accordance with email correspondence dated
February 16,2021, and effective immediately.
Seconded by Councilor Braverman. Motion passed 9-0 (roll call vote)
• Councilor Budrejko stated that she wanted to thank Mr. Block for his over 20-years of service on
this commission. He became involved in the commission in 2001 as an alternate, He was the
chair ofthe commission when going through the Toll Brother issues on Cedar Mountain tremendous amount ofpressure from all sides - personally think he handled it very well.
REFUNDS (Action Requested)
A. Approval of Pebruary 23, 2021 Refunds for an Overpayment of Taxes
Motion by Councilor Budrejko

X.

RESOLVED:
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That property tax refunds in the amount of $776.28 are hereby approved in the individual
amounts and for those named on the "Requests for Refund of an Overpayment of Taxes," certiHed
by the Revenue Collector, a list of which is attached to this resolution.
.Seconded by Councilor Nagel. Motion passed 9-0 (roll call vote)
XI.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
A, Pebmary 9, 2021 Special Meeting Minutes
B. February 9, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion by Councilor Nagel to accept the minutes ofthe above meetings. Seconded by Councilor
Manke. Motion passed 9-0 (roll call vote).
XII.

WRITTEN/ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE TOWN MANAGER
• Town Manager Chapman stated that he wanted to commend the highway and park personnel
on the greatjob they are doing, they have done a greatjob on our roads, at our schools and
buildings. We have new leadership in the highway department and he has done extremely
well, On the negotiation of the contract, I want to thank Chief Clark and Heather (of my
office), they were part of the team for the town, as well as Janet [Murphy]. Think the
employees of the town have shown real professional work over the past year.

XIII.

COUNCIL LIAISON/COMMITTEE REPORTS
• Councilor Nagel stated he would like to thank Mr, Chapman and James; finally connected
with CROG and will be on a virtual meeting with them tomorrow.
• Councilor Budrejko stated that last TPZ the approved an application for a car wash on the
Berlin Turnpike near Dairy Queen, There were extensive traffic studies done and
consultations with DOT and everything is in order.
• Councilor Miner stated that the Pire Department filled the vacant Deputy Chief position and
Lieutenant Jack Nescalata [sp?] was appointed last week. He is officially on the line in car
five in the fire department.

XIV.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - IN GENERAL (Via Zoom Application or Phone)
(3 MINUTE TIME LIMFT PER SPEAKER ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
• Rose Lyons, 46 Elton Drive stated that the MDC presentation was very informative.
Councilor Budrejko thank you for mentioning land acquisition ordinance; Councilors
Budrejko and Anest that you for clearing up the vernal pool situation. Stay safe, stay well.

XV,

REMARKS BY COUNCILORS
•

XVI.

Councilor Budrejko stated that the members of the council all have red X's on their hands.
The Newington Rotary, in conjunction with the national rotary, are involved with the stop the
traffic project to make people aware of human trafficking.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Councilor Manke to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Councilor Camillo, Meeting
adjourned at 10:52 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Susan Gffibon
Council Clerk
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