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NEWINGTON PARKS & RECREATION
BOARD SPECIAL MEETING
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2022
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L CALLTOORDER
Jay Bottalico called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM.
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II. ROLL CALL
Board Members Present: Jay Bottalico, Billy DeBlasio, Eileen Francolino, Th.omas Gill, Tim Hutvagner (virtual), Ed
Marchion, and Don Woods
Board Members Absent: Richard DaSilva, Anthony Kulowski, Matthew Kulowski, and Nicole Pane
Council Members Present: Tim Manke (virtual) and Kim Radda (virtual)
StaffMembers Present: Bill DeMaio, Superintendent, Sam Lostocco, Administrative Secretary, Hadeel Majdoub,
Recreation Supervisor and Melissa Miller, Administrative Secretary
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES - June 21, 2022 MEETING
• Motion: A motion was made by Don Woods to approve the minutes ofthe meeting on June 21, 2022.
Billy DeBlasio seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
NONE.
VI. CORRESPONDENCE
a. Two notes from Bernie Rooney
The Parks and Recreation Department received two notes from Mr. Bemie Rooney. In the first note, Mr. Rooney was
happy about the work that the Parks and Grounds crew did cutting and trimming the grass on the island in his
neighborhood. Mr. Rooney's second note included a donation of $20.00 towards the Life. Be in it. Extravaganza
fireworks.
b. Letter from Pat Clow
The Clow Family was appreciative ofthe Parks and Grounds crew and Clay Pedigo for installing memorial benches.
c. Letter from Erickson-Hanson Funeral Home
The Erickson-Hanson Funeral Home, out ofNew Britain, had a pleasant experience at West Meadow Cemetery. They
wanted us to know what a goodjob Clay Pedigo and the Parks and Grounds crew did at the cemetery.
VII. SUMMARY REPORTS
The Monthly Reports and Tree Warden Reports for June 2022, July 2022, and August 2022 were given to the Board to
review. Bill DeMaio stated the reports were self-explanatory. The Department seems to get a lot oftree complaints. We
have $30 million worth ofstreet trees and there doesn't go a day or two without getting a complaint. Jay Bottalico asked
Bill DeMaio ifthere is ever a conflict between the sidewalk and the curb. Bill DeMaio responded between the sidewalk
and the curb or ifthere is no curb, about 10 feet from the street is the general state law. We check every tree on GIS. We
go from the edge ofthe street, 10 feet in.
VIII. OLD BUSINESS
NONE.
IX. NEW BUSINESS
a. 2022 CRPA Awards Nominations
Bill DeMaio reported the Connecticut Recreation and Parks Association (CRPA) has a frwo-day state conference, every
year, at Mohegan Sun Casino. It is the Monday and Tuesday before Thanksgiving. They give out numerous awards. In the

past, Eileen Francolino, Don Woods, and Billy DeBlasio have won awards from the CRPA. This year, we nominated
Tony Palermino for the Volunteer ofthe Year Award, Elliot Markman, a 2nd year intem from our Department who attends
Southem Connecticut State University, is doing a greatjob and was nominated for a CRPA scholarship, our Night of
Lights event was nominated as a Program ofMerit, and Campbell Cooling LLC was nominated for the Selected
Organization. Wejust received notification today that Campbell Cooling was not selected, but all three others were
selected as winners in their categories. Bill DeMaio is asking the Board, for the record, to vote to approve and
wholeheartedly endorse them. We received an email this moming, brought Elliot and Tony into Bill's office, read the
email to both ofthem, and they were both very excited. It was a nice moming today for the Parks and Recreation
Department.
• Motion: A motion was made by Don Woods to wholeheartedly endorse the four nominations to be
forwarded to the CRPA Awards Committee for their review. Campbell Cooling LLC and Bamey Barker
Oil Company (Selected Organization), Elliot Markman (Student Scholarships), Tony Palermino
(Volunteer ofthe Year), and Newington's Night ofLights (Program ofMerit). Billy DeBlasio seconded
the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Bill DeMaio added the winners will be notified by mail and they will get an extra ticket to bring a guest to the luncheon, if
they so desire. The Board members are always invited to attend and the Department wouldpay for it.
b. 2022 Building a Strong Community Awards
Bill DeMaio reported these are our yearly, local, Department awards. We nominated four groups. Happy Harry's Wine
and Liquor Warehouse. Kamal Patel is the owner and manager ofthe store and he is fabulous. Recently, for the Water
Lantem event, he donated all ofthe product from his store to help raise money for the fireworks. He is a great candidate.
Diana Serra and Carol Anest volunteer for the 3 events in June and the 4 nights ofthe Life. Be in it. Extravaganza. They
put in over 37 hours ofvolunteer work in one week; pouring beer and wine and checking IDs. Campbell Cooling LLC
sponsored Michael Minelli to come to the Life. Be in it. Extravaganza. We wouldn't have been able to do it without
Campbell Cooling LLC. We are thankful to Jaime Campbell and it is a great time to recognize him for being such a great
icon in Newington. Victor and Donna Fontana have been volunteers for the girls' youth basketball program for twenty
years. This is their 20th year. Theu- daughter, Ashley, is grown-up now and has moved on. They continue to volunteer to
coach and encourage young girls to do the right thing.
• Motion: A motion was made by Eileen Francolino to accept the following four nominations as the 2022
Building a Strong Community Awards winners: Happy Harry's Wine and Liquor Warehouse, Campbell
Cooling LLC, Victor and Donna Fontana, and Carol Anest and Diana Serra. Tim Hutvagner seconded the
motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Bill DeMaio shared that the Building a Strong Community Awards reception will be probably be on December 13, 2022,
prior to the Town Council Meeting, as long as that works for everyone's schedule. He will keep the Board posted on the
date. Don Woods added that Victor Fontana works for the Town and there has been a distinct improvement to the
municipal garden beds and around the signs, due to Victor taking over that responsibility. Bill DeMaio added that Victor
Fontana is retired and works about 19 hours per week for the Parks Division. He loves flowers and gardening and he does
agreatjob.
c. Fall Program Guide
Bill DeMaio reported the staffhas been working hard on the program guide. It has been directly mailed, in the Newington
Life Magazine, to 13,500 households. Eileen Francolino asked Bill DeMaio ifthe indoor swim lessons have always been
offered in Newington and Rocky Hill. Bill DeMaio replied that the recreational swim program used to be offered in 3
towns: Newington, Rocky Hill, and Wethersfield. However, Wethersfield closed their indoor pool. Don Woods added that
the program guides are noticeably more creative, since Hadeel Majdoub took over the responsibility ofthe program
guides. Ifyou see the program guide, you might want to pick it up and read through it. Bill DeMaio added that programs
are offered seven days per week. There are programs going on in Newington all the time. People don't realize the
intensity ofthe programs and how much is going on; in the elementary schools, the middle schools, the high school, and
in the Mortensen Community Center.
• Motion: A motion was made by Thomas Gill to accept the Fall Program Guide, including the fees and
charges associated with each event, program, and facility. Eileen Francolino seconded the motion. The
motion passed unanimously.
d. Eagle Park - Handicap Accessible Playground and Pickleball Court
Bill DeMaio reported the Department is trying to redo one neighborhood park per year. We are in the process ofdoing
Beechwood Park and the next plan, after that, is Eagle Park. We are trying to get the newest, latest, hottest design and this
is what the Department came up with through Landscape Sfa-uctures, out oflowa and Boston. It has a theme ofsky and hot

air balloons. It addresses toddlers, from 3 to 5 years old, and it is ages 5 and up on the other side ofthe playground. It
wraps around the existing basketball court, which the Department recently recolor-coated and crack sealed. Bill DeMaio
added ifthe budget stays the way it is and what we anticipate next year, we will be able to add a pickleball court on the
southside ofthe basketball court. It will really be a nice facelift for the neighborhood. There are two outdoor pickleball
courts at Churchill Park, so this would be the third outdoor pickleball court in Newington. Pickleball is the fastest growing
sport in America, over the past two years. Don Woods asked Bill DeMaio how the vandalism has been in the
neighborhood parks. Bill DeMaio replied that he didn't think it was any different than in our three regional parks.
Vandalism happens pretty much everywhere. We do get complaints about vandalism at the skatepark. There is a culture
about graffiti at skateparks. We tried a variety ofways from power-washing to hot water, but now we moved to paintmg
the pavilion and the pavilion posts black. Since black markers are not showing up now, people began using white markers.
They used a ladder and spray-painted the upper roofinside ofthe pavilion. Every couple ofmonths we go there and clean
it up. It is an ongoing battle... it's a struggle. Bill DeMaio added, as the Board may have already heard, the police caught
the person who stole $10,000 worth oftools, mostly chainsaws, from the Parks Garage. He was already injail and we do
not anticipate getting any money back from it. However, we did put in a claim through the Town's insurance company.
• Motion: A motion was made by Tim Hutvagner to approve the design and installation ofthe handicap
accessible playground and pickleball court at Eagle Park. Billy DeBlasio seconded the motion. The
motion passed unanimously.
Bill DeMaio added that B & M Tree Service is in the process oftaking down several trees that are heaving up the paths at
Eagle Park. We are putting in tens ofthousands ofdollars' worth oftime in tree removal and redoing the paths at Eagle
Park. It is a phase I and a phase II; it can be thought ofthat way.
e. After School Rocket Launch Workshop at Mill Pond Park
Bill DeMaio reported we started a new program called Exercise the Right Choice (E.R.C) or Education, Recreation, and
Cultural Arts. It is a brand-new approach, coordinated with Superintendent Bmmmett, on the Professional Leaming Days
also known as "Teacher Tuesdays". Parents have signed their children up, from the four elementary schools and the two
middle schools, to get bussed from their school to the Mortensen Community Center. Staffhas been trained and oriented.
There are also some specialist coming in for activities. One ofthe activities is a rocket launch at Mill Pond Park. In the
Parks and Recreation Rules and Regulations, any aerial displays in the parks need to be approved by the Parks and
Recreation Board, for public safety reasons. It is an experienced person, a father of our camp staff, who is well-versed on
the equipment. He will be performing the rocket launch display. Eileen Francolino mentioned the E.R.C. program is pretty
popular and asked Bill DeMaio ifthere are plans to expand it. There are 75 children registered and we anticipate growth
in the program next year. It is hard to find staffwho can work every other Tuesday. We have five E.R.C. staff, an assistant
director, and a director. Elliot Markman, the young man who is getting the CRPA Scholarship, is the director ofthe
program.
• Motion: A motion was made by Ed Marchion to approve, in accordance with the Town's use ofpublic
property, the use ofa rocket aerial display and workshop, for the Exercise the Right Choice Aflter School
Program, this spring at IVTill Pond Park. The actual date planned is Tuesday, May 9, 2023, but is
dependent upon weather and may be adjusted. Eileen Francolino seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.
f. Various Administration and Program Topics
• Motion: A motion was made by Don Woods to move forward with a time change to the Parks and
Recreation Board meeting, from this day forward, to 6:00 p.m. from 7:00 p.m. Ed Marchion seconded the
motion. The motion passed unanimously.
X. REPORTS
a. Installation of Scoreboard at Newington High School
Bill DeMaio reported that everything is completed now. Mike Turgeon generously donated $7,000 for the high school
scoreboard that will be used for lacrosse and soccer.
b. Installation of Scoreboard and Lights at Legends Field
Bill DeMaio reported that Cedar Ridge Construction generously donated $7,000 for the scoreboard at Legends Field. Bill
DeMaio thanked both companies for their donations. He would like to do a Facebook Live to give them credit and
publicity for their generosity. Jay Bottalico asked what the cost was for the Department. Bill DeMaio responded that the
scoreboards were between $12,000 - $15,000 each, out ofthe CIP Budget. The baseball scoreboard was bigger, so that
one was more expensive. Billy DeBlasio asked ifthe individual team/facilities buy additional remotes. Bill DeMaio
responded that there has been some discussion regarding this topic. He added that Chris Meyers purchased some

additional remotes for his teams. The idea was for the youth sports organizations to purchase their own controllers,
directly from Nevco. The controllers are as big as our phones. You can hit a button and everything is automated and
wireless. It is remarkable. Technology, nowadays, is the most fascinating thing in the world.
c. Life. Be in it. Extravaganza
Bill DeMaio reported that we were blessed with beautiful weather for this year's Life. Be in it. Extravaganza. The staff
worked absolutely tirelessly, putting in about 70-80 hours that week, day and night. It was incredible. Bill DeMaio went
on to say the credit card access that Frontier, Thomas Gill, Tim Hufrvagner, the Parks and Recreation staff, and the I.T.
Department worked on was successful. Twenty-five percent ofsales at the Beer and Wine Garden were processed on
credit cards. Forty percent of sales at the camival were processed on credit cards. It is a great idea and a great service.
Hadeel Majdoub, Recreation Supervisor, reported it was an amazing year for the Life. Be in it. Extravaganza. She
reported that the Department grossed $111,000 for the Life. Be in it. Extravaganza, and after deducting expenses, netted
$89,832. So, ifyou add m the $16,000 ofnet revenue for the three June special events, that were hosted to raise money for
the fireworks, the net total for the Department is $105,832. Billy DeBlasio said the Department did a phenomenal job in
June and July. It is a good product and everyone is happy with the events. Bill DeMaio added that knock on wood, there
was no trouble. It has been a wonderful celebration for the community.
d. Pool Attendance
Melissa Miller shared a report from Nancy Glynn, the Recreation Supervisor who oversees the aquatics programs for the
Department. At Churchill Pool, there were 19,177 total visits during the summer season. There were 23,000 total visits at
Mill Pond Pool. The total number ofvisits, for the summer 2022 season, was 42,117. Jay Bottalico asked ifthat was an
uptick from the past. Bill DeMaio replied that we were about 18,000 - 19,000 visits, at each pool, in previous years. The
weather was great, and hot, this summer. Also, the summer camp numbers had a gigantic increase. Summer camp kids use
a lot ofpool time. Ifanyone asks ifwe need a new outdoor pool in Newington, the numbers speak for themselves. Don
Woods asked for clarification on the total number ofvisits. Bill DeMaio replied that attendance is counted for each time
the person visits the pool, not a unique person visiting. Ifyou were to attend the pool 30 times, it would count as 30 visits.
Eileen Francolino added that ifwe are thinking about building a new pool in town, it needs to be open longer for the
season. With global warming, it is so hot early in the year and so hot later in the year. Ifthe season was extended, people
would be able to go to the pool when it is hot out. She went on to say that even though it could be hard to get staff, if it
were possible to keep one pool open, it would be good. She suggested perhaps there could be a lifeguard training class,
during the year, and at the end ofthe season, those lifeguards could work. There may be an incentive for them to be hired
the following year. With a longer season, there would be a longer life and longer use ofthe pool. Our cry for another pool
would be heard. Jay Bottalico asked ifthe pools are usually closed because the lifeguards go back to school. Bill DeMaio
replied there are a few things that have to be considered when making the decision ofwhen to close the pools. We check
to see what the surrounding towns are doing. All ofthe surrounding towns did exactly what we did. This year, we left Mill
Pond Pool open an extra week due to Camp S'more at the Mortensen Community Center. The college kids go away and
the high school kids don't want to work right now, so it's tough. Financially, it is expensive because we have to pay, out
ofthe Recreation Budget, for all the stafffor the pools. We lose about $125,000 - $150,000 from the Enterprise Budget,
every year, subsidizing the opening ofthe pool. Bill DeMaio feels very strongly about splash pads. He thinks about every
town in the world has one to five splash pads, and we have zero. That answers the question ofcooling offin April and in
September and October too. Ifwe had a magic wand, and tons ofmoney, Bill DeMaio would recommend a splash pad.
Billy DeBlasio added that ifwe had a new pool, you could probably open it earlier, since April and May are usually used
for maintenance and getting the pools ready. Jay Bottalico added that on the Mill Pond Pool Committee, it was planned
for the new pool to have solar panels. Bill DeMaio went on to say that a family destination pool would attract more people
to come with their families. Hardly anyone comes to the pools in late August because the sun goes down quicker. We did
stay open from 1:00 - 5:00 p.m., during the last week, to keep it running as best we can. This is the first year, that we
noted in the office, we did not receive complaints about the last week that the pools were open. Thomas Gill asked ifthere
was anything with the design ofthe new pool that would help us out, as far as extending the time that the pools are open.
Bill DeMaio replied that the new pool would have solar panels to heat the water during the cooler months ofApril and
October. It would also have zero-depth entry, which would be beneficial for preschoolers, people with disabilities or
mobility issues, and older adults. The new pool design also has a slide, a rock wall, and a diving board. The diving board
is a big draw for middle school and high school aged kids. We took all ofthe fun out ofpublic pools, over twenty years
ago. A splash pad would be adjacent to the pool and in Bill DeMaio's opinion, it would be a fun place to go and more
people would come. Jay Bottalico added that it would be a $9.3 million pool. Thomas Gill added that, at some point, we
are going to have to get there. We have been putting band-aids on the pools for years. Don Woods responded that he
believed it was in 2007, that it started. Jay Bottalico asked Bill DeMaio how much it cost to open Mill Pond Pool this

year. Bill DeMaio replied that the cost was around $30,000 to open each pool this year. Jay Bottalico asked Bill DeMaio
ifwe are still losing water at Churchill Pool. Bill DeMaio replied that the water at Churchill Pool is somewhat under
control. It took the Department two weeks to open up the wading pool at Churchill Pool. The wading pool pump was
broken and they don't make replacement parts for such old equipment. We did fix the pipes and the pump there. Bill
DeMaio said he was satisfied with the small amount of leakage this year. In the past, there was a pipe, 14 ft. underground,
that was completely cracked and it caused the loss ofaton ofwater. We had a company come in, and for $30,000, they
put a liner in that was guaranteed for one year. That was three years ago. We also had a company come in tojack up the
bathhouse. The metal girders were all rotted out on the bottom and we had new ones put in to hold the bathhouse up. We
have done a little bit ofeverything to keep the pools running. At this time, Bill DeMaio gave a big kudos to Tom Lapierre
and Clay Pedigo for making it work andjuggling what wejuggle. Bill DeMaio said our plan was to have a shovel-ready
project for the American Recovery Act (ARA) funding from the Federal Government. The ARA money came to our town,
but it was not appropriated to us. Bill DeMaio added that it is probably going to take an emergency to get funding for a
new pool. Jay Bottalico added that people were not too keen on moving the pool. Don Woods added that every engineer
said that was not the spot to put the pool. Bill DeMaio added that it cost over $250,000, over the past fourteen years, for
studies regarding the new pool.
e. Camp RECreate/Camp S'more
Bill DeMaio reported that summer camp had a great summer. He went on to say that Hadeel Majdoub, Recreation
Supervisor, can take credit for it. We had about 500 kids attend camp this summer. Hadeel Majdoub reported that she
wanted to make Camp RECreate a very high quality program. It was noticed in the number of registrations that were
received. We also had non-residents enroll. There were field trips and special guests. Overall, with staffing, Hadeel
Majdoub reported that there were not any major issues. The staffwas great this year. She made sure that we were fully
staffed and had enough substitutes available, ifneeded. There was a net revenue of $224,000; a successful summer. Bill
DeMaio asked Hadeel Majdoub to share the cost for the staffand the gross revenue. The cost ofthe staffwas $252,000.
Minimum wage is now $14.00/hour and it will be going up to $15.00/hour in June of 2023. The gross revenue was
$530,000. It was a great year for summer camps. Each child received a t-shirt and had pizza parties or a cookout every
Friday. Both the staff and the kids had a great summer. Ed Marchion added that he had two grandkids in the program and
they loved it. Bill DeMaio added that the staffhas training and orientation galore. It is a nice thing. You have to come
here to really feel it; it's wonderful. He went on to say that every child gets a free swim lesson in the morning and
recreational swim in the afitemoon, train rides, mini golf, and frisbee...it's incredible. Hadeel Majdoub went on to say that
she would visit the camp sites, from kindergarten to 8th grade, talk to the campers, and they all seemed to be having a
great time this summer. There were a lot ofretuming staffthis year; only a handful ofstaffwere hired as substitutes. Don
Woods shared that by working with the counselors at the various special events, he could tell they there excited about it.
They are very friendly; a nice group ofkids. Eileen Francolino added that students at Newington High School all had
positive things to say about working as counselors this summer. Hadeel Majdoub added that next year's Camp RECreate
field trips are already planned. She is very proud of how the far the program has come. Tim Hutvagner added this his son
attended Summer Sunshine, for preschool-aged children, and he absolutely loved camp and is looking forward to going
again next year. Bill DeMaio shared that Summer Sunshine is an additional summer camp program, for preschool children
ages 3-5; another 35 kids. It was a tremendous success this summer. Bill DeMaio is very pleased with the staff. Billy
DeBlasio's daughter, Nicole, was on the staffat the Summer Sunshine program. Billy DeBlasio said that his daughter
loved it. Eileen Francolino asked if non-residents are able to register. Hadeel Majdoub replied, yes, non-residents are
eligible to register for Camp RECreate. She reported that this was the first year we had a waiting list, due to the high
enrollment numbers. Eileen Francolino asked ifnon-residents are able to register at the same time as residents. Hadeel
Majdoub replied that non-residents can begin registering at the same time, but at a higher cost, at least 10% more than
resident rates. Don Woods added that the prices remain attractive. Hadeel Majdoub reported that the Department offered
two weeks ofCamp S'more this year, instead ofjust one week. Maximum numbers were reached for Camp S'more as
well. The gross revenue for Camp S'more was $45,000, with a net profit of $23,000. Bill DeMaio added that the extension
ofthe second week ofCamp S'more was in response to parents suggesting an additional week ofchild care was needed by
many families before the start ofthe school year. Summer Sunshine was also extended to nine weeks this year, instead of
seven weeks. The Department is trying to help parents that are working and need the child care. Tim Hutvagner suggested
allowing residents to register for camp programs before non-residents, next year, like we do for other programs. Bill
DeMaio responded that camp is one ofthe Departments biggest money-makers and there is no tax-payers' money that
goes into it. At one time, eight years ago, we were begging families to sign up for summer camp. Bill DeMaio said that we
will take that idea into consideration for next year. Don Woods asked what the ratio is ofNewington residents to nonresidents. Sam Lostocco replied that registration is approximately 95% Newington residents. Eileen Francolino said she

had to disagree that there was no tax-payers' money involved. She said in terms ofthe maintenance ofthe pool and the
fields, that is tax-payers' money. She added that even ifNewington residents were given a week to register, before nonresidents, it would be beneficial. Don Woods asked ifthe Department has gotten any complaints from residents, ifthey
tried to register for camp and it was full. Hadeel Majdoub replied that the Camp RECreate information is distributed to
students in the Newington Public Schools, before the end ofthe school year. We also advertise on our Department's
Facebook page.
f. Pavilion Rentals
Melissa Miller reported that pavilion rental registration opens in April and rentals are taken through Columbus Day
weekend, in October. In 2021, we made $15,832.50 from pavilion rentals at Churchill Park. So far this year, in 2022, we
have made $17,080 from pavilion rentals. The office is still getting inquiries regarding pavilion rental dates, so this
number will be added to before the end for the rental season. Jay Bottalico asked ifthere were three pavilions. Bill
DeMaio replied that there are three pavilions at Churchill Park and one gazebo at Mill Pond Park. The gazebo at Mill
Pond Park got vandalized pretty hard this year, so it was shut down to rentals. People kept spray-painting and carving into
the octagonal table in the Mill Pond Park gazebo.
g. AARP Outdoor Fitness Celebration - September 10,2022
Bill DeMaio reported that AARP gave the Department a $5,000 grant to hire fitness instructors, a DJ, purchase boxed
lunches from Italian Gourmet, and AARP giveaways. It was fun event. Some ofthe patrons were introduced to the
outdoor fitness equipment for the first time. Bill DeMaio thanks AARP for funding this event for the Department.
h. Water Lantern Festival - September 10,2022
Bill DeMaio reported that the staffmoved from Clem Lemire in the morning to Mill Pond Park in the aftemoon for this
next event. The Department had the Beer and Wine Garden, train rides, and the concession stand open during the event. A
little shy of 3,000 lantems were sold. There were approximately 6,000 to 7,000 people at Mill Pond Park for the Water
Lantern Festival. We were elated and it was our biggest one-day fundraiser that we ever had. It was a little shy of $20,000
profit. They are welcome to come back to Mill Pond Park any time to host the event. We had only one police officer on
duty and there was no fa'ouble. Bill DeMaio thanked everyone who volunteered at the event. Don Woods added that the
lines at the food trucks were unbelievable.
i. Cherish Our Children Ceremony - September 11,2022
Bill DeMaio reported that 180 folding chairs were placed at West Meadow Cemetery for this event. The Cherish Our
Children Ceremony had a nice crowd for a solemn walking parade from the Newington Memorial Funeral Home to West
Meadow Cemetery. It recognizes children who have passed away far too soon. It is a solemn celebration of life and
memories; very touching. Kudos to Steve Tofeldt who donates a lot ofhis time and effort to help this program get offto a
great start.
j. Dog Park Grand Opening - September 14,2022
Bill DeMaio reported that Mayor Beth DelBuono, Town Manager, Keith Chapman, some ofthe Board members, and
some ofTown Councilors, came to the grand opening ceremony and cut the ribbon. Bill DeMaio went on to say that he
spends tens ofthousands ofdollars for events, but for this one, he bought ten dollars' worth ofwhipped cream and it was
the biggest hit ever. The Department had whipped cream "pup cups" for the dogs. The masters loved it, the dogs loved it,
the newspapers loved it, and Channel 8 news loved it. Hadeel Majdoub had dog-themed music playing at the event. There
were also seven vendor booths, ofbusinesses in town and around the area, that provide dog services. There were vendors
for treats, grooming, daycare, and dog walking services. It was a tremendous success and everyone seemed to have a great
time.
k. Concert Series on Sundays at the IVIunicipal Parking Lot
Bill DeMaio reported that this Sunday is the last concert, the 35th concert, and it will be at the Municipal Parking Lot. The
concert is from 12:00 -3:00 p.m. People love the concerts and they have been well-attended. There are picnic tables for
people to sit at. It isjust a great time. Bill DeMaio hopes that the concerts are good for the businesses and for economic
development. He will be talking with Janet Murphy and Keith Chapman, in regards to concerts in the future, since a lot of
that was from grant money from the American Recovery Act (ARA). The Department will need to start planning the
concerts in November or December. Bill DeMaio went on to say it is nice to have that kind ofmusic, for free, in this
community. It seems to be well-received. Tim Hutvagner added that he went to two ofthe Saturday night concerts and
they were well-attended. His boys loved dancing to the music and he hopes the concerts are continued for next year. They
are family-oriented concerts.
I. Announcing New Recreation Supervisors: Nancy Glynn and Roderick Smith
Nancy Glynn and Roderick Smith were introduced to the Board before tonight's meeting. Bill DeMaio shared that they
are two really good, quality people. Roderick Smith has his Master's Degree in Sports Management, out ofUCONN.

Nancy Glynn has years of experience at the South Windsor Parks and Recreation Department aquatics programs. We are
expanding her horizons a little bit. She is going to get involved in a lot more programs. She is also taking on the
responsibility ofthe preschool program.
m. New Exercise the Right Choice (E.R.C.) After School Program
Bill DeMaio mentioned this program is for the four elementary schools and the two middle schools, in cooperation with
the Board ofEducation. It is becoming a very popular program. It is fun to watch the Mortensen Community Center
filling up in the aftemoons, around 1:30 p.m., on the "Teacher Tuesdays". Parents pick-up their children, by 5:30 p.m.,
from the Mortensen Community Center. It is quite nice. Melissa Miller shared information from Nancy Glynn, the
Recreation Supervisor who oversees the E.R.C. After School Program. It is held on all 13 "Teacher Tuesdays" throughout
the school year. On September 13th, the program kicked offwith 75 students in grades K-8. This is the first yearthe
program is being held at the Mortensen Community Center, rather than at the four elementary schools. The students were
bussed from their schools to the Mortensen Community Center where they were welcomed by all seven E.R.C. staff
members. The afternoon consisted ofgames, homework help, teambuilding exercises, and more. The first Tuesday was a
success. Throughout the school year, there are special activities planned such as clowns, Amazing Andy, dance parties,
cooking demos, and more. The E.R.C. staffis looking forward to all further "Teacher Tuesdays" to come. Bill DeMaio
added that the rocket launching demonstration is another one ofthe planned activities, for the springtime. The parents are
so pleased that the Department is providing this service to them.
n. Renovation ofNHS Baseball Field by Championship Turf
Bill DeMaio responded that tomorrow, he will be meeting early with the contractor. Championship Turfis going to finish
the baseball field. They dug out 3 to 4 inches ofthe riverbed silt, laser-graded the subsurface, pulled back 6 to 8 feet of
lips, the turfaround the hom, and brought in the new DuraEdge product that we have been using at Clem Lemire. It is
great during the summer since it doesn't get dusty, when it rains it takes on water, and drains really well. Bill DeMaio
went on to say that we tried something new this year. We put in clay bricks in the pitcher's mound, at home plate, and
behind home plate where the catcher stands. It will minimize maintenance in those areas. They are going to sod the edges
tomorrow and they did the sprinkler heads, adapting them to the new look. Then, it will have been completed in four
working days and hopefully, the sod catches. It takes about 6 weeks to knit strong. We will be really excited to have it for
March of next year, for the high school kids. Jay Botallico asked Bill DeMaio is there was any talk about turfmg the
football field. Bill DeMaio replied, for the last eight years, he has recommended the idea. Jay Bottalico commented that
we are the only high school around that still has grass. Bill DeMaio responded that we have the infrastructure there, with
the locker rooms, the concession stand, the lights, the bathrooms, and the track. Itjust makes great sense to put in
synthetic turf because then you can continually schedule its use every two hours, seven days per week. Now, on that
stadium, we really only put six to eight home varsity football games, maybe one or twojunior varsity games, one soccer
game, and one lacrosse game; that's about it. Ifthe field had synthetic fairf, it could be used a lot more. Jay Bottalico asked
Bill DeMaio ifhe ever went through the field maintenance cost for the season. Bill DeMaio replied that the cost comes
out about the same because you have to do different things to synthetic turfvs. natural grass. What you really gain from
synthetic tuft is playability. When it rains, you can still play on it and you can get so much playing time on the synthetic
field. You can have soccer from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., football from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m., and then you can have field
hockey or another sport after that. You can continue playing on it and never worry about ruining it. Jay Bottalico added
that with synthetic turf, you don't have to line the field and would only have to rubberize it once a year. Bill DeMaio
confirmed that it would most likely be twice, per year. It costs approximately $5,000 each time, so a total of
approximately $10,000 to maintain it yearly. Jay Bottalico asked ifwe do that ourselves. Bill DeMaio responded that we
tried doing it ourselves, but you really need an experienced professional to do that. They take out about nine giant garbage
bags full ofbobby pins, band-aids, coins, and any other items that fall into the rubber. Jay Bottalico asked how close the
synthetic turfwas to being replaced. Bill DeMaio responded that it is past its time. They guarantee the synthetic turffor
eight years and we are on year twelve. It isjust a matter oftime. We spent several thousand dollars on having a company
sew parts ofthe field that are starting to rip apart. It would be approximately $750,000 for a new synthetic turffield. We
have about $150,000 in the CIP Budget. Eileen Francolino gave a shout out to Eric O'Neil, who does a phenomenaljob
getting the field ready for the football games. Everyone comments on how nice the field looks, especially the center ofthe
field. The center ofthe field is beautiful. He does a greatjob. Bill DeMaio added that the Department bought the best
paint machine there is. We invest a good amount ofmoney into equipment and it shows. Eileen Francolino added that
even the away teams comment on how nice the field is. Bill DeMaio cannot say enough good about Eric O'Neil. He is
totally committed to this Department. He would do anything for this Department; a backflip if he could. He is always
there to help us. It is noticeable. Bill DeMaio thanked Eileen Francolino for bringing that up, since we always hear the

negative comments. Bill DeMaio went on to say that Eric O'Neil does a tremendousjob and he teaches the young people
in the Department how to do it too, which is nice.
o. Beacon Park - Calendar Picture
Bill DeMaio reported he received an email from a friend ofhis that owns M.E. O'Brien and Sons, out ofthe Boston area.
They are the representatives, for New England, for Landscape Structures which is the playground company that we
standardized on. They selected Beacon Park as one ofthe twelve pictures for their calendar this year. That is going to be
exciting because the calendar will be distributed to a lot ofpeople. It doesn't hurt us to get a little publicity and show off
our Beacon Park. They were very pleased with the final outcome of it.
XI. COMMENTS BY THE BOARD
Jay Bottalico asked Bill DeMaio about the light test at Clem Lemire. Bill DeMaio responded that Mike Mahoney,
salesman from the northeast for Musco Lighting, did the test and it came out perfect. We are very happy about that. The
only thing Mike Mahoney recognized was the light that we put at first base, on the first pole that lights the parking lot, is a
little high. He is coming tomorrow at 8:30 a.m. We are bringing our tree truck over there and he is going to tilt it down a
little bit. Then, Musco Lighting was nice enough to send a giant bulb to redo a light at Volunteer Field. Ray Gagnon
volunteered to do it for free, which is really nice. We are going to have our truck and he said he'd be happy to do it and
put it up,at no charge. Bill DeMaio went on say that is pretty nice. You can't beat Newington people when it comes to
helping out for youth sports. Jay Bottalico asked Bill DeMaio how close they are to replacing the lights at the little league
field and the softball field. Jay Bottalico went on to say that they have not tested the lights, at either one of those fields,
since the last time he did it. He believes the foot candles are way below little league standards right now. Bill DeMaio
responded that he was pleasantly surprised by Musco Lighting's response to him about those lights. He thinks theyjust
redid the lights at the sofitball field and those will be guaranteed for another ten years. Volunteer Field has the old lights.
The lights can't be guaranteed anymore, but they did send us the bulb for the pole that the little league was concerned
about. Jay Botallico commented that those lights were from 1991. Bill DeMaio replied that ultimately, we have to go to
LED lights. Jay Botallico went on to say the guarantee on those lights was for five years. We were one ofthe first places
to have lights, so they really didn't have a feel ofwhat the guarantee was. Jay Bottalico said they did buy a contract for
$6,500 for the five years. In that time, it was for light replacement and ballasts. Bill DeMaio replied that we don't get any
complaints over there, so the lights must be okay. Jay Bottalico said it is not the Parks and Recreation Department's
responsibility for those two fields; it is little league's responsibility. Currently, Clay Pedigo is trying to find lights to
replace all ofthe lights at the concession stand at Volunteer Field. Bill DeMaio responded that it becomes the
responsibility ofthe Parks and Recreation Department, by default. Parents move on from volunteering and the next group
ofvolunteers doesn't know the history. It is assumed that the Parks and Recreation Department fixes everything. Bill
DeMaio went on to say when the hot water heater broke at Chester's, the donated concession stand at the soccer fields at
Newington High School, it became the responsibility ofthe Parks and Recreation Department to fix it. That's what
happens and Bill DeMaio is okay with it. He is used to it. It has happened forever, in every town. In Bill DeMaio's
opinion, the Clem Lemire Sports Complex looks pretty nice. It has everything - a softball field, a baseball field, a little
league field, a skate park, a pavilion, a playground, and outdoor exercise equipment. Jay Bottalico commented there are
not many complexes like that, around here. Billy DeBlasio commented that it took a while to get there, but it all came
together. Bill DeMaio said it is something to be proud of. Jay Bottalico asked ifBill DeMaio is still charging youth
football for the lights. Sam Lostocco responded that anyone who uses the fields are charged for the lights. The price is
$30.00 per hour for the lights. Jay Bottalico added that youth football had gotten a $500,000 grant for those lights. Bill
DeMaio went on to say that he and Melissa Miller wrote a $500,000 grant for new field turf. We are still banging on
people's doors, asking to see ifwe can get it. It is a bonding issue. It comes up in October. Bill DeMaio would love to get
$500,000 for the turffield. Senator Matt Lesser and Representative Gary Turco champion the cause. Bill DeMaio added
that the Department also wrote a $5,000 grant through AARP to have a pickleball class for older adults, every week, at the
eight pickleball courts at the Mortensen Community Center Gymnasium. It will be co-sponsored by the Newington Senior
and Disabled Center. Jay Bottalico asked the Board if anyone had questions for Bill DeMaio or himself.
XII. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
NONE.
XIII. ADJOURNMENT
Billy DeBlasio made a motion to adjoum the meeting. Eileen Francolino seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously. The meeting was adjoumed at 7:20 PM.

Respectfully submitted by,
MeCissa MiCCer
Melissa Miller

